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KEY MEN IN ATCHISON’S CENTENNIAL ASSOCIATION 


Fred W. Stein Officers: from left, Clarence H. Jacobs, Ad- Balie P. Waggener 
Exec. Vice-President ministrative Co-Chairman; Keith F. Meade, President 
Secretary; John M. Miller, Treasurer. 


Board of Directors: standing, from left: John Savory, Division Chairmen, from left, standing: Stanley Mun- 
William H. Muchnic, John H. Mize, Lloyd Kerford, Sr., son, Spectacle; Paul Allingham, Special Events; Ray 
Robert H. Ramsay; Seated: Carl W. Dingess, Fred W. Wyrick, Spectacle Ticket; seated: Marcus Henry, 
Stein, R. O. Johnstone, W. B. Hayes. Not in picture, Finance; Frank Todd, Hospitality; Charles Lafferty, 
Cloud Cray, Sr., Balie P. Waggener. Publicity. 

FOREWORD 


To you, the reader, we wish to say, we have only compiled and edited this booklet of Atchi- 
son’s First One Hundred Years. Ours is not a professional job, because we had no prior experi- 
ence; but it is a sincere attempt to do a task that came unsought. We wish to thank the many 
individuals, churches, organizations and firms who have coxtributed historic photos or material: 
and Mr. Walter Yost, A. H. S. Art Dept., who designed the art cover. Every effort, that time 
would allow, has been made to authenticate the history recorded herein. 


Our regret is that lack of space and time has caused the omission of many important 
persons and events. We hope you will forgive any errors and omissions, and accept this album 
in the spirit in which it was prepared. 

Catherine and Bill Roe. 


O 


DEDICATION 


To all those Atchisonians who have helped to make Atchison the thriving, friendly city 
which we so proudly call home, we dedicate this album. 


Printed By The Lockwood Company, Inc. 


Pre-Atchison History 


Atchison, located at the great western 
bend of the Missouri river, was on the out- 
skirts of a rich hunting area in the great Wild 
West. Here are evidences that a prehistoric 
race lived and blended into the semi-historic. 
Here mounds have been opened which showed 
where the Indians had cremated their dead. 


It is believed that the Harahey, (Pawnee) 
chieftain, Tatarrax, ruled the Indians in this 
territory 400 years ago. However the known 
history starts with the Kanza Indians in the 
early part of the 18th century. A principal 
village was located at the present site of 
Doniphan. There were other Kanza towns 
along the Missouri river. These ruins were 
noted by Lewis and Clark in 1804. However, 
records exist of Jesuit Fathers working here 
in missions as early as 1727. They ministered 
to the Kanza Indians who lived here for more 
than 300 years. 


After the Kanzas, the Kickapoo Indians 
occupied this country in 1832. One of their 
chiefs was Kennekuk, whose picture was 
painted and hangs in the famous Catlin gallery 
in Washington. A Jesuit minister, Father 
Duerinck, lived among the Kickapoos in 1855- 
57. In 1854 the Kickapoo reservation was 
moved by treaty, and later moved again into 
Brown County. 


Coronado, the Spanish explorer, reached 
what is now Kansas in 1541. They reached 
Quivera, an Indian village (Pawnee) in the 
area of Geary or Dickinson County, only to 
find that the people were not rich in gold and 
silver. 


Eugene Ware aptly tells their story in 
—Quivira: 


In that half-forgotten era, 

With the avarice of old, 

Seeking cities he was told 

Had been paved with yellow gold, 
In the Kingdom of Quivira — 


Came the restless Coronado 

To the open Kansas plain, 

With his knights from sunny Spain; 
In an effort that, though vain, 
Thrilled with boldness and bravado. 


Never land so hunger-stricken 
Could a Latin race re-mold; 

They could conquer heat or cold — 
Die for glory or for gold — 

But not make a desert quicken. 
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Thus Quivira was forsaken; 

And the world forgot the place 
Through the lapse of time and space. 
Then the blue-eyed Saxon race 
Came and bade the desert waken. 


The first white men recorded to have 
visited this part of Kansas were in the expedi- 
tion of Capt. Etienne Vengard de Bourgmont, 
military commander of the French colony of 
Louisiana. Bourgmont’s force of nine white 
men and 177 Osage and Missouri Indian 
warriors with their chieftains arrived at the 
Kanza village July 7, 1724. Their object was 
to promote peace between the different tribes 
inhabiting this region. 


The expedition of Lewis and Clark travel- 
ed up the Missouri river and landed July 3, 
1804, at the southeast corner of Atchison 
County. They passed on up to Cow Island 
(ocposite Oak Mills) where they picked up a 
stray horse (the first recorded mention of a 
horse in this county). They camped near 
Walnut Creek and the next day, July 4, they 
fired a shot from their gunboat which was 
the first celebration of our nations birthday 
on Kansas soil. They named White Clay 
Creek, Fourth of July Creek, and the prairie 
on which Atchison stands, Joe Fields’ Snake 
Prairie, because Fields was bitten by a snake 
that same day. They also named |ndependence 
Creek in honor of the day. 


The first U. S. military post established 
above Fort Osage and west of Missouri Terri- 
tory was Cantonment Martin on Cow Island 
in 1818. It was set up by a detachment of 
Maj. Stephen H. Long’s Yellowstone exploring 
expedition under the command of Capt. 
Wylie Martin. Over 2000 deer and great 
numbers of bears and turkeys were killed 
that winter. Major Stephen H. Long’s steam- 
boats were the first to ascend the river past 
Fort Osage. Cantonment Martin was aban- 
doned in 1819 and the troops transported to 
Council Bluffs. 


One of these troop carriers was called 
the Western Engineer. It was the first to 
touch the shore of Atchison. The exhaust 
pipe was painted to resemble a tongue, pro- 
truding from a wide open mouth. When the 
steam escaped it made a loud wheezing noise, 
and was very frightening to the Indians. 


The dividing ridge between the Missouri 
and Kansas rivers formed a natural highway 
which had early use as an Indian trail. It was 
used in the thirties and forties by noted travel- 
ers such as Francis Parkman and Charles 
Murray. During the gold rush it became known 
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as the Oregon and California Trail. It was 
used by Mormons, stage drivers, soldiers, and 
freighters. A portion of this trail passed north 
from Ft. Leavenworth through Atchison 
County. 


Kansas Becomes a Territory 


In 1803 when the land on which Atchison 
was built was purchased from France, slavery 
was legal and many of.the residents had slaves. 
According to the treaty, the inhabitants of 
Louisiana were to be protected of all their 
rights of liberty, property and religion, and 
were to be taken into the Union as soon as 
possible. 


A bill was submitted in Congress by 
Senator Dodge, of lowa, December, 1853, and 
referred to the committee on teritories on Jan- 
uary 4, 1854. Stephen A. Douglas was chair- 
man of this committee. 


This bill known as the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill, was approved by President Pierce May 
30, 1854, and Kansas became a Territory 
The bill defined the boundaries of the Ter- 
ritory, named it Kansas, and provided it should 
come into the Union Free or Slave as the 
constitution prescribed under which it was 
admitted. 


The consequences of the Kansas-Neb- 
raska Bill were momentous. It opened the 
territories of Kansas and Nebraska as a battle- 
ground between the forces of freedom and 
slavery; it gave the finishing blow to the Whig 
Party; it made the Democratic Party for many 
years sectional rather than national; and it 
united the forces which formed the Republican 
Party. Douglas was condemned all through 
the North. He said “’! could travel from Bos- 
ton to Chicago by the light of my own effigies.” 


Every free white male resident of the 
Territory over twenty-one was given the right 
to vote at the first election. The temporary 
seat of government was located at Fort Leaven- 
worth. 


All treaties or laws made by the U. S. 
Government with Indian tribes inhabiting the 
Territory were to remain inviolate. 


Up to this time the entire north-east 
section of Kansas was occupied by Indians 
and could not be opened for white settlement 
until such treaties were made. As soon as the 
act was passed many Missourians crossed 
over the border, marked a section of land for 
his own with the intention of bringing Kansas 
into the slave state group. 


First Settlers in Atchison 


George M. Million was the first white 
settler in Kansas after it became a Territory. 


He came to Rushville, Missouri, in 1841. 
Rushville had been called Columbus, but be- 
cause of the tall rushes which covered the 
bottom lands the name was changed. Million 
cut wood, hauled it to the river bank, and 
sold it to the river steamboats. During the 
gold rush to California, he operated a ferry 
which he had built and made quite a fortune. 
In June of 1854, he built a log house at the 
foot of Atchison street directly across from 
his land on the Missouri side. 


Mr. Samuel Dickson was perhaps the 
second settler, and he built a shanty on south 
sixth between Park and Spring streets. 


On July 20, 1854, a group of citizens 
from Platte City, Missouri, came to Kansas 
to establish residence. One of these was Dr. 
J. H. Stringfellow, who purchased Mr. Million’s 
claim for $1,000. 


The first Territorial governor appointed 
for Kansas was Andrew H. Reeder in June 
1854. He was an able lawyer and a Democrat 
from Pennsylvania. He immediately proceeded 
to make plans for an election. Since a census 
was required before election for the Territorial 
legislature could be held, but was not required 
before a Congressional election, Governor 
Reeder ordered the election for representation 
to our National Congress to be held October 
29) 1854; 


Senator David R. Atchison, (Missouri 
Dem.) Pres. pro tempore of the Senate after 
the death of Vice-President King, led the pro- 
slavery voters of which Dr. Stringfellow was 
an ardent believer. 


The night before the election the secret 
society voters in Missouri, crossed over into 
Kansas, voted, then went home again. In 
some districts they even took possession of 
the polls. John W. Whitfield received 2,258 
votes, and was elected by a great majority. 
lt was not long before the frauds were dis- 
covered. But the settlers continued to interest 
themselves mainly in securing titles to their 
lands and building their houses. 


Governor Reeder named H. B. Jolly to 
take the census for the fifteenth (Atchison) 
district, before calling an election for the 
legislature. The election was called for March 
30, 1855, and the voting ended in a large 
majority for the pro-slavery faction. Large 
numbers of Missourians stormed the voting 
places for the purpose of controlling the elec- 
tion. The Free-State peoples were indignant, 
and the election seemed to spark their cause, 
and from that date there were many Free- 
State meetings. 


Whittier’s poem ‘’The Song of the Kansas 
Emigrant’’ was printed October 21, 1855, in 
Kansas’ first Free-State paper ‘’Herald of 
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Freedom” published at Lawrence. It inspired 
their cause with these words: . 


“We cross the prairies as of old 
The Pilgrims crossed the sea, 

To make the West as they the East 
The homestead of the Free.’’ 


The center and stronghold of this party 
was Lawrence. The Missourians had organized 
themselves into groups called, ‘‘Blue Lodges’, 
“Social Bands’, and ‘’Sons of the South’’. 
These pro-slavery settlers in Kansas organized 
the “Law and Order’’ party and Atchison was 
their stronghold. (Governor Reeder defended 
with vigor and great power the principle of 
squatter sovereignty and the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill.) From thence forth it was open warfare 
between the two great forces contending for 
supremacy in the territory. 


The Free-State party was looked upon by 
the Law and Order advocates as made up of 
revolutionists and the Law and Order party 
was determined to bring them to time as soon 
as possible. But the members of the Free- 
State party held themselves apart from the 
government by bringing no suits into court: 
attending no elections; paying no attention 
to its county organizations and paying no tax 
levy’s. They were careful to commit no act 
which would lay themselves open to the law. 


In places like Atchison and Leavenworth, 
that were strongly dominated by the Law and 
Order people, the Free-State followers suffered 
many indignities. 


Thus bitter strife between the two parties 
is well shown by the story of Rev. Pardee 
Butler. 


Rev. Butler was an extreme fanatic on 
the freeing of slaves. A Negro woman belong- 
ing to Grafton Thomassen committed suicide 
by jumping into the river. Kelly, a rabid anti- 
Slavery lawyer, claimed she would not have 
done so, had she been treated better by her 
master. Thomassen felt that if he satisfied 
his own vengeance he would at the same time 
be rendering pro-slavery party a service. He 
picked a quarrel with Kelly, and they came to 
blows. The people sided with Thomassen, and 
drew up a resolution demanding that Kelly 
leave Atchison in an hour, and never to re- 
turn. If he returned, he should be punished 
as they saw fit. 


Furthermore the resolution stated they 
were to purge the town of all resident aboli- 
tionists. 


Rev. Pardee Butler, condemned in strong 
terms the outrage upon Kelly. Some of the 
citizens then called upon Rev. Butler and 
demanded that he sign the resolutions. When 


he refused, they seized him and dragged him 
towards the river. 


The crowd voted to hang Rev. Butler, 
but the teller changed the decision to say 
they had voted to put him ona raft and send 
him down the river. Without any trial, they 
painted his face black, marked the letter ‘’R”’ 
on it, put him ona raft, and towed him out 
to the middle of the stream. He succeeded in 
getting to shore and reached his home safely. 


April 30, 1856, he returned to Atchison 
and was recognized. He was stripped of his 
clothing, tarred and feathered (and for want 
of feathers they applied pieces of cotton wool.) 
They put him in his buggy and warned him if 
he ever returned, they would hang him. 


Senator Atchison continued to renew his 
efforts for slavery. In a speech at Platte City 
February 4, 1856, he said: ““Get ready. Arm 
yourselves; for if they abolitionize Kansas, 
you lose one million dollars worth of your 
property.’ The Squatter Sovereign, edited by 
Dr. Stringfellow of Leavenworth was the of- 
ficial organ of the pro-slavery faction. In one 
issue he states, “’The abolitionists shoot down 
our men wherever they meet them. — If mur- 
der and assassination is the program of the 
day, we are in favor of filling the bill’. 


It must not be concluded, that the String- 
fellows and all pro-slavery leaders in Atchison 
County were not law-abiding citizens. They 
believed in the institution of slavery and they 
had the same right to peacefully enter the 
territory of Kansas and attempt to make it 
a slave State under the principle of Squatter 
Soveriegnty, as Dr. Robinson, Jim Lane, and 
John Brown, did to make it a Free-State. 


The ‘‘Lawrence Herald of Freedom” pub- 
lished a pro-slavery circular June 14, 1856, 
which called upon the friends of the South to 
send money, ammunition, and provisions for 
the pro-slavery cause to drive the Abolitionists 
out of Kansas. This appeal found immediate 
response from both North and South. 


The great orator Henry Ward Beecher 
inspired many to send rifles to help the Free- 
Soilers. Jim Lane’s ““Army of the North’ 
brought in men and rifles for the Free State 
cause. In March 1856 !arge numbers of armed 
emigrants from South Carolina arrived in 
Atchison by steamboat, to support the cause 
of slavery. The latter group, together with a 
company of pro-slavery men from Atchison 
under the command of Sen. Atchison and Gen. 
Stringfellow, raided Lawrence on May 21, 
1856. With some 800 cavalry and infantry 
and two cannon, they burned the Free State 
Hotel, the ‘‘Herald of Freedom’’ news press, 
and Dr. Robinson’s house. Dr. Robinson was 
later to become the first Governor of Kansas. 
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Atchison and Stringfellow again gathered 
a force of some 2700, most of whom were 
Missourians, for a final assault on Lawrence. 
On Sept. 13, 1856, Governor Geary ordered 
this force to disband, and thus averted further 
bloodshed at this time. 


This action by Gov. Geary, caused General 
Atchison to urge his followers to keep on the 
side of the law “which alone constitutes our 
strength and protection.”’ 


After this military activity had subsided 
the work of preparing Kansas to become a 
state went forward. 


This first constitution framed for the 
admission of Kansas into the Union was the 
Topeka Constitution, adopted by the people 
December 15, 1855. 


Two years later the Lecompton Constitu- 
tion was framed and was passed by the Legis- 
lature. It was sent to Washington and given 
to the Senate by President Buchanan. It pro- 
vided that Kansas should come into the Union 
as a slave state. It resulted in dividing the 
Democratic Party, the election of Abraham 
Lincoln as President, and the final overthrow 
of the pro-slavery party. 


When the Constitution was sent back to 
the people, it was defeated by a great majority. 


The Leavenworth Constitution was fram- 
ed in February of 1858. 


In July 1859 the Wyandotte Constitution 
was adopted and it was under this Constitu- 
tion Kansas was admitted into the Union. 
Three members to the convention which fram- 
ed the Constitution were Caleb May, John J. 
Ingalls, and John A. Martin. Topeka was 
selected as the state capital. 


Organization of the County and 
City of Atchison — 1858 


Dr. J. H. Stringfellow purchased the land 
occupying the present site, of Atchison from 
George Million in July 1854, for $1,000. He 
and his companions thought the bend in the 
river afforded the best possible site for a city. 
Dr. Stringfellow, Iras Norris, James T. Darnell, 
Leonidas Oldham, James B. Martin, George 
Million, and Samuel Dickson formed a town 
company. Others who joined them in this 
company were David R. Atchison, Elijah Green, 
E.H. Norton, Peter T. Abell, B. F. Stringfellow, 
Lewis Burnes, Daniel D. Burnes, James N. 
Burnes, Calvin F. Burnes, and Stephen John- 
son. A week later these men gathered under 
a large cottonwood tree near Atchison street 
down by the river and formed their organiza- 
tion, electing officers. Peter T. Abell, an able 
lawyer was elected President. He was a south- 
ern sympathizer who previously had come 
from Weston, Missouri. 


The townsite was divided into 100 shares. 
Each received five shares and the balance was 
held for general distribution. On September 
21, 1854, the first sale of town lots was held. 
There was considerable interest and excite- 
ment. Senator Atchison spoke, welcoming 
every peaceable man into the Territory but 
urging that abolitionists be run out. After 
his speech thirty-four lots were sold ranging 
from $35.00 to $200.00. Twenty-five dollars 
was contributed by each original share holder 
to a fund to be used to build a hotel and buy 
a printing office. The following Spring the 
National Hotel on Second and Atchison was 
built. The newspaper was required to build 
a house at least 16 feet square on his lot. 


Atchison was incorporated as a town 
by act of the Territorial Legislature, August 
30, 1855, but it was not incorporated as a 
city until February 12, 1858. In the Fall of 
1856, Atchison had obtained a great many 
advantages over other towns along the river, 
by a judicious system of advertising, produced 
mainly by the Squatter Sovereign. 


Leaflets were printed November 22, 
1856, and widely circulated pointing out the 
town of Atchison was the nearest town on the 
Missouri river to all settlers living north of 
the Kansas river. Also that the roads leading 
in all directions from Atchison were good and 
well kept. It pointed out also that provisions 
were plentiful and fairly priced. The fresh 
water lake (Sugar Lake) only three miles from 
Atchison made fish plentiful. These busines- 
ses were enumerated: “‘six large dry goods 
and grocery stores, one large clothing store, 
a large furniture store, warehouses, black- 
smith shops, hotels, wagon-makers, shoe- 
makers, first-rate ferries, saw-mills, brick 
yards and lime kilns. A good grist mill is 
much needed and would make money for the 
owner.” 

George F. Challiss established the first 
business in Atchison at the corner of the 
Levee and Commercial Streets, in August of 
1854. Mr. Challiss was brought to Atchison 
by P. T. Abell who donated the lot upon which 
Challiss built his store. This was a profitable 
business from the beginning, selling both dry 
goods and groceries. 


While the town was being organized 
others were busy forming the County, and 
both County and town took their names from 
General Atchison. The first board of County 
Commissioners was selected by the Territorial 
Legislature, August 31, 1855, and was com- 
posed of William J. Young, James M. Givens, 
and James A. Headley. When the Board met 
in Seotember, they appointed Eli C. Mason as 
sheriff, and Rudley McVay, coroner. Three 
townships were laid out in preparation for the 
election of a delegate to Congress. 
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Atchison was one of the first cities in 
Kansas to be connected by Telegraph with 
the East. In 1859 the St. Louis and Missouri 
Valley Telegraph Company extended its line 
from Leavenworth to Atchison. 


The first Post Office in Atchison was es- 
tablished April 10, 1855, with Robert S. Kelley 
as postmaster. Atchison was incorporated as 
a city February 12, 1858, with an election for 
mayor and councilmen in March. The charter 
provided annual elections for these offices to 
be held on the first Monday in September. 
Samuel C. Pomeroy, a prominent free-state 
settler, was the first mayor. A temporary truce 
had been affected between the Southerners 
and the free-state men; it was agreed that a 
compromise in local affairs would be bene- 
ficial to the community. By the toss of a coin 
the free-state men won the mayor and three 
councilmen, and the pro-slavery men had four 
councilmen. 


At the October meeting the Board was 
offered and accepted from the Atchison Town 
Company, a lot for the location of the County 
Court house. In 1859, a two-story structure 
was erected with a county jail adjoining it, 
as Atchison had been voted by the people as 
the location for the county seat. There were 
now an estimated 2,745 people living in the 
county. 


Atchison’s claim to the oldest bank in 
the state of Kansas stems from the first bank- 
ing act of the territory in January of 1857. An 
act establishing the Kansas Valley Bank at 
Leavenworth was approved February 19, 1857. 
It provided for branches at Atchison, Lecomp- 
ton, Doniphan, Fort Scott, and Shawnee. AIl- 
though the Leavenworth parent was never born, 
a successful son sprang into being in Atchison. 
Futhermore the branches were entirely inde- 
pendent of the parent organization. John H. 
Stringfellow, Joseph Plean, and Samuel Dick- 
son opened subscription books for the Atchison 
branch of the Kansas Valley Bank which was 
the first institution of the kind in the territory. 
The organization was completed early in the 
Spring of 1858 with capital stock of $52,000 
and securities of $100,000. The board of 
directors consisted of General S. C. Pomeroy, 
President, W. H. Russell, L. R. Smoot, W. B. 
Waddell, Judge F. G. Adams, S. Dickson, and 
W.E. Gaylord. In 1861 this bank had its name 
changed to the Bank of the State of Kansas 
and it was continued under that name until 
1866, when the stock holders wound up its 
affairs. The legitimate successor to the bank 
of the State of Kansas was Hetherington’s Ex- 
change Bank which was founded in 1859 by 
William Hetherington. This bank has been in 
successful operation since its founding, except 
for one year during the Civil War. It’s name 
was changed to the Exchange National Bank 
of Atchison, August 1, 1882. 


In 1890, B. P. Waggener became Vice 
President. The Waggener and Hetherington 
families’ were closely affiliated thereafter 
with ownership and operation of the Exchange 
National Bank until 1953. At that time, Wirt 
Hetherington retired because of ill health and 
the controlling stock was purchased by John 
Adair. In December 1953, the Bank and 
Atchison lost one of its best loved men in the 
death of George Wolfe. 


In 1858 Tom Murphy, a genial proprietor, 
opened the Massassoit House. The National 
Hotel, previously mentioned was located on 
the north side of Atchison Street and east of 
Second, overlooked the river and was made of 
logs. The second hotel was the Tremont 
House, a two-story frame structure, located 
at the southeast corner on Second and Main. 
The Massasoit House was the leading hotel 
and was a somewhat imposing frame building 
on the northwest corner of Second and Main 
Streets on the site now occupied by the Snow- 
den-Mize Wholesale Drug House. It was three 
stories high with a basement and was hand- 
somely furnished. All the overland stage lines 
departed from the Massasoit House. It was 
here that Horace Greeley, the famous editor of 
the New York Tribune, ate his first dinner in 
Kansas. Abraham Lincoln was a guest here 
on the day John Brown was executed at Har- 
per’s Ferry. 


Freighting 


Atchison’s importance as an overland 
staging terminus was fixed by reason of an 
order of the U. S. Post Office Department, 
making Atchison the headquarters and start- 
ing point for the mail. 


The distance by the overland stage line 
from Atchison to Placerville, Cal., was 1,913 
miles, and following the abandonment of the 
Butterfield or Southern route, it became the 
longest and the most important stage line in 
America. The local fare was $225 to Placer- 
ville or about 12¢ per mile, and as high as 
$2,000 a day was frequently taken in at the 
Atchison office for passenger fare alone. The 
fare between Atchison and Denver was $75, 
or a little over 18¢ per mile, and to Salt Lake 
City $150. Local fares ran as high as 15¢ 


per mile. 


An idea of the cost of transportation may 
be had when it is known that one Mercantile 
house in Salt Lake City in 1865, paid 
$150,000 freight alone for that years supplies. 


A wagon train consisted of 26 wagons, 
with four yoke of oxen each. They traveled 
about 14 miles per day. Three months were 
required for a round trip to Denver. Three 
trips were made a year by each train, the 
stock being allowed to rest during the worst 
three months of the winter. Twenty-five of 
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Transportation 90 Years Ago — Overland Emigrant and Freight Train, operated by Sprague and Digan, leaving West Main Street, 
1866, enroute to the Far West. 


Atchison, Kans., April 1 
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the wagons would be loaded with freight and 
the 26th would be loaded with supplies for 
the men. Drivers of the ox teams received $35 
a month and board. An ox wagon carried from 
six to eight thousand pounds of freight, and 
usually earned $400 for the trip. It was no 
uncommon sight in those days to see five 
steamboats lying at the Atchison ‘evee at 
once, discharging freight for the west. 


The traffic across the plains from Atchi- 
son had grown to mammoth proportions by 
1860. During the first nine months that year 
4] regular traders and freighters did business 
here. This meant 1,328 wagons, 1,549 men, 
401 mules and 15,263 oxen. Most of the 
freight was brought up the Missouri River and 


unloaded along two or three blocks on the levee 
at Atchison. 


Early in 1866 Atchison business men real- 
ized that the stagecoach would not continue 
much longer in operation. Work was going 
rapidly forward on the main line of the Union 
Pacific from Omaha, and the track on the 
Kansas Pacific was also being rapidly extended 
westward up the Kaw Valley towards the Rocky 
Mountains. 


The overland stage ceased operations in 
the winter of 1866. It was a sorrowful scene 
when the long train of Concord stages, express 
coaches, hacks and other rolling stock started 
from their stables and yards on Second Street 
to leave Atchison forever. 


Steamboat Days 


In the early days at least two steamboats, 
one going up and one down, touched at the 
Atchison levee every day, sometimes five or 
six. A regular line of packets between St. 
Louis and St. Joseph, all sidewheelers, required 
eight days to make the round-trip. Each boat 
made a round trip every two weeks during the 
season. 


Coming up the river, the boats ran all 


night, but in going down the river, the boats 
usually left St. Joseph early in the afternoon 
and laid up for the night at Weston, where 


there was always a lot of freight to load. The 
next day they went to Lexington; the next to 
Boonville, and the next to St. Louis. 


es, 121 North Fourth Street, Atchison, Kansas 
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The boats carried from two to four hun- 
dred passengers on the trip up the river, but 
going back, they had only cabin passengers 
at ten to fifteen dollars each which included 
meals and stateroom. The average boat carried 
five to six hundred tons of freight, in addition 
to passengers. Each boat was provided with 
two pilots, who were paid as high as $500 a 
month each. 


Atchison’s First Steam Wagon 


In the Fall of 1859, Thomas Fortune de- 
vised a steam tractor with which he expected 
to haul a loaded train of freight wagons, cou- 
pled together, from the Missouri River to points 
on the trail at the rate of eight to ten miles per 
hour. Fuel was to consist of cordwood and 
buffalo chips. 


Several prominent citizens assisted him 
financially and he went to St. Louis to buy 
the tractor. 


Fortune built the ‘Overland Steam 
Wagon” which was twenty feet long, eight feet 
wide and had wheels twelve inches wide and 
eight feet in diameter. He brought it up the 
river to Atchison on the Steamer ‘’Meteor’’ 
and unloaded it on the levee right in front of 
the White Mice Saloon. 

Since the fourth of July was only a few 
days away, it was decided that the trial trip 
should be made on that day, and people flock- 
ed into town from all directions. 

A man named Callahan was to be the 
engineer. He decorated the wagon with Ameri- 
can flags, filled it with cordwood, built up the 
steam while clouds of smoke puffed from the 
funnel. Then he invited everyone to climb 
on for the first ride. About 20 men and boys 
climbed on wherever they could get a hand or 
foot hold. 


Callahan gave a long blast of the whistle, 
pulled the throttle open and off moved the 
steam wagon, amid the cheers of the elated 
citizenry. 

Everything went all right until they reach- 
ed the foot of Commercial Street. Here it was 
necessary to turn a corner, but Callahan could 
not get the machine to turn. 

“It kept right on going straight up the 
sidewalk, and right into A. S. Parker’s Mam- 
moth Everything House’’ which was near the 
old cottonwood tree at the southeast corner 
of Commercial Street and the levee. ‘‘It 
crashed right through the front door of the 
establishment with everybody hollering and 
jumping every which way for safety.’’ Calla- 
han lost his job and was seen last heading for 
the White Mice Saloon. 

With much help and encouragement, 
Fortune backed his machine out and headed 
it toward the highway again. He put a volun- 
teer named Lewis Higby at the wheel and the 


steam wagon headed west at the rate of six 
to eight miles per hour, clear out to Morgan 
Willard’s old foundry. It seemed to work fine 
here, but when he tried it out in the prairie it 
bogged down deep in the first soft spot it hit. 
Proving impractical it thus ended Fortune’s 
dream of making a fortune. 


Atchison’s First School Teacher 


In the summer of 1858 the Board of Ed- 
ucation was organized in Atchison in the office 
of F. G. Adams. The board engaged Phillip 
D. Pattenberg to be Superintendent of Atchison 
schools, and Miss Amanda Meeker, later 
Amanda Blair, as his assistant. School was 
held over a grocery store in a frame building 
where the Y. M. C. A. now stands at Fourth 
and Commercial. The term lasted for seven 
months, from November 20, 1858, to July 1, 
1859. The following year it was extended 
to nine months. 


Miss Meeker taught three years in Atchi- 
son without a certificate, and the fourth year 
without being paid, and it was not until five 
years later she received this salary with five 
per cent interest. 

June 14, 1863, she married John L. Blair 
and moved to a farm in Doniphan County. 

She passed away at her home at 1142 
Atchison Street, on April 10, 1920. Her home 
is now occupied after her death by her grand- 
daughter and husband, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Wilkins. 


Railroads Came to Atchison 


As early as March 15, 1858, an election 
was called to authorize the issuing of $100,000 
in bonds to purchase stock in the proposed 
Atchison and St. Joseph Railroad. This was the 
city’s first bonded indebtedness. The election 
carried and private citizens suscribed an ad- 
ditional $100,000. Construction began May 
12, 1858, and the road was completed from 
St. Joseph to Winthrop February 22, 1860. 


The first railroad built between the Miss- 
issippi and Missouri Rivers was the Hannibal 
and St. Joseph, and the Atchison and St. Joseph 
connected with this line at St. Joseph. Win- 
throp (East Atchison) was one of the two far- 
thest Western points reached by railroad at 
that time — a fact of unusual importance 
to Atchison. 

June 13, 1860, a celebration was held 
at Atchison for the completion of the Atchison 
and St. Joseph railroad, and the ground break- 
ing on the Atchison and Pike’s Peak railroad, 
now known as the Central Branch. At midnight 
the firing of 100 guns at regular intervals 
began, and continued until daybreak. A special! 
train of invited guests arrived from the East 
and leading citizens also came from Wyan- 
dotte, Leavenworth, Lawrence, Topeka, and 
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other towns. The town was decorated with 
flags and bunting. There was a parade with 
decorated wagons, bands, and ox-drawn prairie 
schooners. Several thousand people participat- 
ed in the parade and it was estimated that 
10,000 people witnessed the festivities. 


The unsettled conditions brought on by 
the Civil War caused the abandonment of the 
expansion of the railroads. Luther C. Challis 
had obtained a charter and organized a com- 
pany in 1859 for the building of the Atchison 
and Pike’s Peak Railroad, but this road was 
not opened to Waterville, Kans., until January 
20, 1868. Challis obtained possession of 
150,000 acres of land from the Kickapoo 
Indians by a treaty, and upon the organization 
of the company, he was elected President. 
This land was for the most part in Atchison 
County. Originally the line was to connect at 
Waterville, with a proposed unit from Kansas 
City, to Fort Kearney, Nebr. This later project 
was abandoned in favor of a Kansas City to 
Denver direct line. Consequently the Atchison 
and Pike’s Peak Line was abandoned and 
became a portion of the Missouri Pacific’s 
northern Kansas division. 


The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa 
Fe Railroad Company 


The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railroad was born in Atchison, being incor- 
porated by an act of the Kansas Territorial 
Legislature February 11, 1859, with $150,000 
raised in Atchison as the financial basis for 
the venture. An organization meeting elected 
Cyrus K. Holliday, President; P. T. Abell, secre- 
tary; and M. C. Dickey, treasurer. The terrible 
drought of 1860 paralyzed all classes of busi- 
ness, almost completely destroying farming 
interests and delaying the work of constructing 
the railroad immediately after the organiza- 
tion meeting in September. 


March 3, 1863, Congress made a grant 
of land to the State of Kansas, giving alternate 
sections one mile square and ten miles in width 
on condition that the Atchison-Topeka railroad 
should be finished on or before 1873. This 
grant was accepted and transferred to this 
railroad February 9, 1864. Almost ten years 
after the original charter was granted, work 
began in Topeka on this line. By May, 1872, 
the line was extended from Topeka to Wichita, 
and about the same time the railroad was 
completed northward from Topeka to Atchison. 


Missouri Pacific Railroad 


Extension of what is now the Missouri 
Pacific’s St. Louis-Kansas City-Omaha line, 
was completed to Atchison in October 1869. 
That portion of the Missouri Pacific entering 
Atchison from the South was originally known 
as the Leavenworth, Atchison and Northwest- 


ern Railroad Company, which was incorporated 
under the general railroad laws of Kansas on 
September 21, 1867. 


The Missouri Pacific route northward 
from Atchison to the Kansas-Nebraska State 
line was constructed by the Missouri Pacific 
Railway of Kansas and completed July 1, 1882. 
Atchison county subscribed $150,000 with ad- 
ditional individual subscriptions amounting to 
$80,000. Today the Missouri Pacific is one 
of Atchison’s most important rail lines. 


The Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad 


This was one of the last railroads to make 
connection with Atchison. The construction 
of the Atchison branch from Leavenworth was 
begun in 1872 and in July of that year the 
first train was run into the city. 


Atchison’s railroads have served through 
droughts, panics, grasshopper plagues, and 
floods. The welfare of the towns and people 
along their lines have always been of first 
importance to their success. These railroads 
have played a great role in the development 
of our city. 


Civil War 


The organization of the new community 
of Atchison occurred during the difficult years 
of 1854 to 1860. During this time the Civil 
War was brewing and Atchison played an 
important part. At the outset of the war, 
Atchison had three militia companies A, B, 
and C, and a fourth known as the “All Haz- 
zard’’ company, of which Mayor Fairchild was 
the Captain. It became company K, of the 
First Kansas, and participated in the battle 
of Wilson Creek, August 10, 1861, which was 
the first action in which a Kansas regiment 
was under fire. 


During the following years the danger 
of invasion was very threatening and 650 men 
in 16 companies came to Atchison to protect 
the town from destruction. The Atchison county 
companies were commanded by Captains Hal- 
bert, Hays, Batsett, Evans, and Vanwinkle. 
Probably because Atchison County was so 
thoroughly organized against invasion they 
were not destroyed. 


During the early part of 1862, victories 
of the Union Forces in the Southwest caused 
many southerners to come to Atchison for 
safety. They were warned by Mayor Fair- 
childs’ proclamation saying they would not 
be protected if they were loyal Confederates. 
The Union men met, and endorsed this proc- 
lamation. Late this same year residents were 
asked to give financial aid to the troops and 
almost $4,000 was subscribed by the citizens 
of Atchison. When Quantrill invaded Law- 
rence, Atchison sent $4,000 to assist the 
people of that city. 
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In 1863, the Vigilante Committee was 
organized and all good peaceful and loyal 
citizens were called upon to band themselves 
together for the protection of their lives, homes 
and property. 


- 


About this time a notorius gang under 
the leadership of Charles Metz, better known 
as Cleveland, operated in Atchison with their 
headquarters in a saloon, where their plans 
were made for many raids upon different resi- 
dents of this city. In the guise of ‘saviour of 
the Union’’, many were robbed and their lives 
were endangered. This band was captured, 
however, by the city authorities and a company 
of infantry sent from Weston. Cleveland was 
killed, his body buried at St. Joseph, and some 
of his gang joined the southern army, others 
were executed by mobs. 


The Lincoln Marker, commemorating the 
address which Lincoln made Dec. 2, 1859, 
on ‘The Issues of the Day’’. The marker is 
in the Court House yard, corner of Fifth and 
Parallel Streets. 


At the left in the above picture is the 
~ Heber B. Mize home at 517 Parallel Street. 
Between the houses is the Lincoln Elm under 
which Lincoln stood on Dec. 2, 1859. At the 
right is the old Methodist parsonage. 


From the beginning of the Civil War, until 
peace was declared, the Kansas border from 
the Nebraska state line to the Indian territory, 
was a scene of lawlessness and disorder. Under 
the call of President Lincoln, May 6, 1861, 
Kansas raised the first cavalry. The officers 
were George H. Fairchild, Camille Aginel, Rin- 
slide A. Barker, The Lieutenant Colonel of the 
eighth regiment, Kansas Infantry, was John 
A. Martin, editor of the Atchison Champion, 
and later Governor of Kansas. 


The thirteenth regiment, Kansas infan- 
try, had more officers from Atchison than any 
other regiment in the Civil War. It was organ- 
ized September 10, 1862, at Camp Staunton, 
Atchison, and Thomas M. Bowen became its 
Colonel. Other officers from Atchison were 
Mayor Caleb A. Woodsworth, August Lange- 
hemeken, Henry R. Neal, Robert Manville, 
John E. Hayes, Archimedes S. Speck, William 
J. May, Patrick McNamara, Daniel C. O'Keefe, 
and Hugh Dougherty. Others in this regiment 
were James L. Parnell, John Collins, and Loren- 
zo Richardson. 


The seventeenth regiment Kansas |nfan- 


try, was a Negro regiment, but with white 


officers namely: James M. Williams, George 
J. Martin, William C. White, and Luther Dick- 
erson. This regiment played an honorable part 
during all the Civil War, and its service was 
largely confined to operations in Arkansas 
and Texas. 


The First Bridge 


The erection of the bridge across the 
Missouri River at Atchison began in August, 
1874. The engineer in charge was Otis Bert- 
honde Gunn. The stone used for the piers and 
abutments, upon which the bridge rested, came 
from the quarries at Cottonwood Falls, Kans. 
The first bridge was 1,182 feet long, and was 
built by the American Bridge Company of 
Chicago. It served both highway and railway 
traffic. 


The bridge itself was built of wrought 
iron, 19 feet, 6 inches wide, and had five foot 
sidewalks on either side. The bridge consisted 
of a drawn span on the Western side, swinging 
on a circular pier sunk to the bed rock, and 
three fixed spans, the former 382 feet long, 
giving 160 feet of clear water on either side. 
The fixed spans were each 260 feet long. 


The bridge was completed July 1875, 
and a celebration and dedication were held. 
There was a grand parade, fireworks, displays, 
speeches, and balls and concerts in the eve- 
ning. 


This first bridge was rebuilt in 1898, and 
from that time continued to play an important 
part in the development of Atchison. 


This page is sponsored by: Lockwood Company, Inc., 121-125 North 5th Street, Atchison, Kansas 


The First Telegraph 

After the Atchison and St. Joseph Rail- 
road was completed in 1859, the construction 
of the Missouri and Western Telegraph line 
was begun in Syracuse, Missouri. A branch of 
this line was extended westward to Kansas 
City, then on to Leavenworth. This line was 
completed to Atchison August 15, 1859. 


The first message was sent by General 
Samuel C. Pomeroy, Mayor, to the Mayor 
of Leavenworth. ‘Our medium of communica- 
tion is perfect. May our fraternal relations 
continue — may our prosperity and success 
equal our highest efforts’. 


Atchison as Described by the City 
Directory of 1872 


There were three banks here at that 
this; namely (1) Hetherington’s Exchange Na- 
tional Bank, (2) Atchison Savings Bank, (3) 
First National Bank. There were three rest- 
aurants and 37 saloons. This directory, com- 
piled by D. Malone, told of the growing river 
town and its prospects for the future. Trains 
which came to Atchison daily were packed 
with immigrants and others seeking a home 
in the west. Eight different railroads had lines 
which terminated within Atchison, and four 
connected on the Missouri side. Steamboats 
brought the people and supplies across the 
river. Plans were made in this same year for 
the $1,200,000 bridge which would connect 
Atchison with the state of Missouri. Construc- 
tion began the following year. In 1858 Atchi- 
son had a population of 350 people. By Oc- 
tober 23, 1872, her population numbered 
13,244. 


“Buildings are going up on every side, 
and they are rented before the basement walls 
are completed. Not a store, house, or single 
room can be found today in Atchison un- 
tenanted.” 


A few of the well-known ‘boarding 
houses”’ which the real old timers of Atchison 
remember were the Central House, at Fourth 
and Main, the Chicago House, between First 
and Second at Commercial, the Green Tree 
House, located on Main between Roberts and 
Liberty, and the Reed House at Fifth and 
Utah. Advertisements told of the Tremont 
House, the Seitz Hotel, and Miss Butchers 
where good food and sleeping quarters were 
obtainable. 


The Atchison Patriot, at 424 Commercial 
and owned by Nelson Abbott and the Atchison 
Champion (successor to the Squatter Sovereign) 


at 311 Commercial and owned by J. A. Martin, 
kept the townspeople up to date on the latest 
news. The present Martin School was named 
after J. A. Martin. 


In 1872 there were 27 attorneys at law. 
Among these were: Judge Horton, Balie P. 
Waggener, grandfather of our Balie P. Wag- 
gener, J. J. Ingalls, who later became U. S. 
Senator, and father of Sheffield Ingalls, and 
B. F. Stringfellow, one of Atchison’s founders. 


Retail grocers here at that time were A. 
B. Symns, 408 Commercial, W. F. Dolan, Fifth 
and Commercial, and Mangelsdorf and Rate- 
man, 301 Commercial, were listed among 
others. 


The pioneers of 1872 and earlier estab- 
lished many firms which are today operated 
by the same family descendants. Among these 
are: Hekelnkaemper Bottling Works, 1872, 
Blish, Mize, and Silliman Hardware Company, 
1871, Hixon Lumber Company, same name 
but now operated by the Snowden family. 


Of special interest was the John Seaton 
Foundry which later was succeeded by the 
Locomotive Finished Material Company. 


The foundry occupied an entire block 
and was the largest west of St. Louis. Mr. 
Seaton employed 40 men in 1872 with a cap- 
ital investment of $75,000. The city had voted 
$10,000 in bonds to any man who would estab- 
lish a foundry in Atchison. Seaton accepted 
the offer and the result was one of the most 
beneficial industries ever located here. It’s 
contribution to the railroad industry has been 
great. 


Gunsmiths, blacksmiths, carriage makers, 
hack companies which rented carriages, livery 
stables, and tailors, all comprised industrial 
Atchison. There were 22 doctors listed in the 
city directory in 1872. A Mrs. Jennie Hilde- 
brand was one of the early doctors. Doctors 
Grimes, Horn, Johnson, and Lewis, were a few 
of the many horse and buggy doctors. 


Educational facilities were, besides the 
public schools: St. Benedict’s College, Mount 
St. Scholastica’s Academy, and the Trinity 
Lutheran School, between Sixth and Seventh 
at Kansas Avenue. Young ladies were taught 
to sew and play the melodian or guitar. 


There was little crime in Atchison in 
1872. With over 13,000 population only 
three policemen were employed. Capital in- 
vestment was almost 17 million dollars with 
243 houses built in that year. 
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First Railroad Depot 


Shortly after the erection of the bridge, 
connecting Missouri with Kansas at Atchison, 
the first railroad depot was built on the site 
of the present union station. This depot was 
completed and dedicated September 7, 1880. 


The capital stock of the original Depot Com- . 


pany was $100,000 of which the railroad com- 
panies then entering the city subscribed for 


$70,000. The balance of the stock was taken _ 


by individuals. The cost of the original depot 
was $120.000, and the architect was William 
E. Taylor, who planned the old Union Station 
in Kansas City. 


It was built of the finest pressed brick 
from St. Louis, and trimmed with cut stone 
from the Cottonwood Falls quarries. Its length 
was 235 feet with an “’L’’ 96 feet long. It was 
two stories high with a mansard roof. It was 
an ornamental, and, in those days, an imposing 
Structure. The ceremonies accompanying its 
dedication were witnessed by a great crowd, 
and many men in the railroad and political 
life of Kansas participated in them. Gen. Ben- 
jamin F. Stringfellow delivered the address, 
and a banquet was served in the evening, fol- 
lowed by a procession and fireworks. Two 
years later, in June, 1882, this depot was parti- 
ally destroyed by fire, suffering a loss of 
$10,000, but it was immediately rebuilt. On 
January 6, 1888, another fire completely de- 
stroyed the building, and another union sta- 
tion was erected a short time later. 1954 
marks the completion of a new, modern union 
depot to replace the old structure. 


Boom Days in Atchison 1880-1898 


In 1880, Atchison had a population of 
15,105. The previous Fall, President Ruther- 
ford B. Hayes and General William T. Sher- 
man had visited the city, and amid booming 
cannon and cheering crowds had praised 
Atchison for its ‘determined, energetic and 
courageous population. By March 14, 1881, 
Atchison became, by proclamation of Gover- 
nor St. John, a first class city. 


December 1880 saw the completion of 
the Atchison Waterworks, and most of the 
wealthier residents had their house equipped 
with plumbing fixtures and connected with the 
new main. Regulations were strict and the 
rules must be followed or ‘no water’’. 


This was a period of great expansion. 
The Atchison and Nebraska Railroad shops, 


a sawmill, a linseed oil plant, large flour mills, 
and several wholesale firms were operating 
in the city. Across the river at East Atchison 
were large packing houses and other indus- 
tries. Mrs. Monroe’s Institute, Mount St. 
Scholastica Academy and St. Benedicts’ Col- 
lege combined to make Atchison a center of 
learning. The town’s social life moved about 
its two hotels, the old Lindell at Fourth and 
Utah Streets and the Otis House, now the 
Byram. Many pretentious and costly homes 
were built at this time. 


By 1887, Eastern capitalists had invested 
heavily in Atchison real estate; syndicates 
were formed; new additions were organized 
and platted. The Big Syndicate, headed by 
Colonel William A. Walker, was reorganized 
as the Atchison Land and Investment Com- 
pany, and opened the Highland Park resident- 
ial addition on the southwest edge of the city 
near the proposed Midland College campus. 
The syndicate also acquired choice properties 
on Commercial Street and erected offices and 
retail stores. A new Prospect Park Hotel was 
erected southwest of the city limits. 


Prohibition, adopted by the State in 1880, 
was far from welcome to many of Atchison’s 
citizens, a large number of whom depended 
upon some phase of the liquor industry for a 
livelihood. When the prohibitory act went into 
effect early in 1881, this industry ceased to 
exist, or was driven into the back streets. 


In 1882 Atchison gave Kansas its first 
Democratic Governor. In 1881 there was a 
reaction against the Prohibition amendment 
which they had voted the year before. Gover- 
nor John P. St. John, ‘Father of Prohibition’’, 
had announced his candidacy for a third term. 
The Democrats ran George Washington Glick, 
a prominent Atchison lawyer, and he was el- 
ected. In 1884, the Republican nominee, 
Colonel John A. Martin, popular soldier-editor 
of Atchison, opposed his fellow-townsman, 
Governor Glick, and became the new Governor. 
He was re-elected in 1886 and died in 1889, 
a few months after his retirement from office. 


Atchison lawyers not only were elected 
to the United States Senate and the Governor- 
ship during this period, but three of the city’s 
lawyers served as Chief Justice of the Kansas 
Supreme Court, namely; Samuel A. Kingman, 
Albert H. Horton and David Martin. Rinaldo 
A. Barker was secretary of State, 1865-1869, 
Richard B. Morris, commissioner of Insurance 


1883-1887. 
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Corn Carnivals 


The Atchison Corn Carnivals, of inter- 
national note, were conceived during idle con- 
versation one evening in 1894, in the office of 
the Atchison Globe. The embryonic idea de- 
veloped into a Fall celebration held in Atchison 
some six different years, from 1895 to 1912. 
Corn was the basic inspiration for the festi- 
val. Public building and home decorations, 
window-displays, street costumes, and floats, 
were all fashioned from corn-stalk, ear, and 
grain. ‘King Korn’’, reigning supreme for the 
day, was constructed entirely of and robed 
resplendently in corn. The free entertainment 
included various street festivities and carnival 
concessions, ball games, balloon ascensions, 
and a colorful parade. Corn was scattered like 
confetti by joyous crowds. The idea spread 
rapidly to many states; and corn carnivals 
were soon popular. In 1897 the Strand mag- 
azine of London, had a fourteen page article 
descriptive of the Corn Carnival of Atchison. 
The last carnival was held in 1912. 


Atchison Turns the 20th Century 


After war was declared against Spain in 
1898, Atchison recruited a company of infan- 
try in response to President McKinley’s call. 
The troops elected Emmett P. Greene to be 
Captain and became attached to the Twenty- 
second Kansas Infantry Regiment. The war 
ended, however, before they saw any action, 
and Captain Greene returned to Atchison and 


resumed the management of the Greene 
Monument Works which he had established 
in the 1870's. 


IRST Capito) 
oF KANSAG | 


Officers of Company K, Ist Regiment, 
Kansas National Guard. Taken at Fort Riley, 
Kans., August, 1902. Wm. Holbert, Captain 
E. P. Greene, Wm. Hooper, Second Lieutenant, 
James Eggleston, Edward Rose, Werner B. 
Levin, A. J. Bailey, Wm. Fisher, Hugh Fisher. 


On June 1, 1899, a formal reception, 
attended by some two thousand persons, was 
held at the Byram Hotel in honor of Captain 
Andrew S. Rowan, whose carrying of the mes- 
sage to Garcia, was one of the most spectacular 
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exploits of the Spanish-American War. In the 
receiving line were Captain and Mrs. Rowan, 
Governor and Mrs. William E. Stanley, Mr. and 
Mrs. William Allen White of Emporia, and 
other prominent Kansans. A souvenir program 
booklet contained a reprint of Elbert Hubbard’s 
A Message To Garcia. Captain Rowan visited 
for several weeks at the home of his father-in- 
law, A. B. Symns. 


In 1902, Willis J. Bailey was the success- 
ful Republican candidate for Governor and 
served during the trying period of the great 
floods of Kansas in 1903 and 1904. Sheffield 
Ingalls, Atchison financier, and son of Senator 
John J. Ingalls, was the Republican nominee 
for Lieutenant Governor in 1912. Kansas 
Republicans, split by the Bull Moose wedge, 
suffered severe reverses in that election, with 
the Democratic Presidential (Wilson) and gub- 
ernatorial (Hodges) candidates sweeping the 
state, but Ingalls was one of the few survivors 
of the landslide. 


The two spaces reserved for Kansas in 
Statuary Hall, Washington D. C., are occupied 
by statues of distinguished Atchisonians. 
Senator Balie P. Waggener, introduced both 
resolutions adopted by the State legislature, 
which provided for the selection of these men 
to represent Kansas and appropriations to 
cover the expense of carving the statues. 
Senator John J. Ingalls and Governor George 
W. Glick were the men thus honored by their 
state. Charles Niehaus, a New York City 
sculptor, was awarded the commission for both 
statues. The Ingalls statue is of Carrara marble 
on a granite base, and was placed in the Hall 
in 1905. The Glick statue was erected in the 
Hall July 18, 1914, thus closing Statuary Hall 
to Kansas for all time. 


Senator Balie Waggener served Atchison 
as Mayor for two terms before his election to 
the State Legislature, in 1902, where he re- 
mained for 16 years. During this time he 
sponsored numerous welfare measures and 
was instrumental in the passage of legislation 
for the improvement of the State Orphans 
Home at Atchison. His interest in children 
was further evidenced by his annual birthday 
picnic, instituted in 1897, at which he was 
host to the children of the city. 


President William H. Taft was an honor- 
ed visitor at the picnic September 27, 1911. 
President Taft spoke before a crowd of 3,500 
persons, and presented Senator Waggener 
‘with a silver loving cup on behalf of the city 
of Atchison. The Waggener birthday picnics 
continued until the Senator’s death, April 28, 
1918. 
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History of Atchison Newspapers 


The Squatter Sovereign was undoubtedly 
the first newspaper in Atchison. Volume 1, 
Number 1, was issued on February 3, 1855. 
The office was a cottonwood log house on the 
bank of the Missouri River overlooking George 
Million’s ferry landing. It was sold to John A. 
Martin in 1858, and its name changed to 
‘“Freedom’s Champion’’, changing it also from 
a pro-slavery to a Free-State paper. It was 
consolidated with the Atchison Free Press in 
1869. When John Martin died in 1889, it 
began to fall apart, and finally discontinued . 
entirely in 1917. 


About thirty different newspapers were 
started between 1862 and 1890, but they 
were short lived. 


The only other competitor of the Champ- 
ion in Atchison was The Patriot, in 1867. It 
changed from a daily to a weekly and back to 
a daily several times before it finally went out 
of existence in 1900. 


In 1877, anew kind of newspaper appear- 
ed in Atchison. Edgar Watson Howe had 
started the Globe. The sidewalk quotes it 
contained made it popular. ‘“There was noth- 
ing like it in the United States’’. When the 
Champion collapsed in 1917, Howe got his 
chance. He developed the Globe into a finan- 
cial success in less than a year. The personal- 
ity that Howe injected into the Globe got 
recognition all over the world. 


In 1911 the Globe was purchased by 
Gene Howe, son of Ed Howe, who also became 
an able reporter, and a successful publisher. 


History of Atchison Churches 


The first permanent church was organiz- 
ed in Atchison two years after the location of 
the townsite. However, Atchison church history 
began back in 1833, when Jerome Berryman, 
a Methodist Missionary established a mission 
among the Kickapoo Indians. In 1836 Father 
Charles Felix Quickenborne, and three Jesuit 
followers, established the first Catholic Mission 
in Kansas, also among the Kickapoos about 
15 miles south of Atchison. 


When the Mormons were driven from 
Illinois in 1845, one large group settled west 
of the site of Atchison, on what is now Parallel 
Street. They were resented by the few settlers 
here at that time and had to move on leaving 
their temple unfinished. It was later made into 


. an apartment house. 


13 


Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. 


“2 3 mee 


Methodist Church, formerly at Fifth and 
Parallel Streets, in Atchison, in which Abraham 
Lincoln spoke. 


In 1858 Reverend James Shaw organized 
a Methodist Church, but was soon succeeded 
by Reverend |. F. Collins, who at once began 
the erection of a church on Parallet Street, on 
lots donated by the Town Company. The frame 
building, 58 feet by 32 feet, and seating 350 
cEersons, was completed in April, 1859. It was 
here that Abraham Lincoln made his Atchison 
speech in December, 1859. The present Meth- 
odist Church at 501 Kansas Avenue, was dedi- 
cated in 1917, and has a seating capacity of 
1,000 persons. 


The Trinity Episcopal church was first 
organized November 3, 1857. Among the 
leaders were Major A. H. Weightman, John H. 
Stringfellow and A. G. Otis. Major Weightman 
entered the Confederate Army, and many 
other parishioners returned to the South, leav- 
ing the church disorganized. In 1862, it was 
reorganized by Judge Otis and John J. Ingalls 
and later the plans for building a church were 
formulated. The church was consecrated by 
Bishop Vail in the Fall of 1867. Prominent 
leaders in the church in the years to follow 
were D. P. Blish, E. A. Mize, Colonel William 
O. Osborne, and Judge Horton. Fer several 
years Atchison was the seat of the Kansas 
Diocese of the Episcopal Church. 


St. Benedict’s Catholic Church, at the 
corner of Second and Division Streets, founded 
in 1858, is the seat of St. Benedict’s Parish. 
The church is a unit in a group of institutions 
in the city founded by the Benedictine Order, 
including a monastery; a novitiate; St. Bene- 
dict’s College for men, Maur Hill, preparatory 
school for boys; and Mount St. Scholastica 
Academy and College for women. 


The Friendly Class of the Methodist Church 
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“‘Nine charter members organized Atchi- 
son’s first Baptist Church in 1858 in old Allen 
Hall at the northwest corner of Second and 
Ccmmercial Streets’. Reverend A. Alderson 
was the first pastor. The present building was 
dedicated in 1918. The First. Presbyterian 
Church was completed in 1881, at Fifth and 
Santa Fe. 


The Presbyterian Church was organized 
with a membership of eight persons on October 
21, 1858, by a committee from the Presby- 
tery of Highland. A building on Fourth Street 
between Main and Commercial was erected 
in 1865 and housed the organization until 
the erection of the present structure. 


The Trinity Lutheran Church, Eighth and 
Laramie, formerly the First German Evange- 
lical Lutheran Church, was organized in 1866, 
by the Reverend C. F. Liebe, home missionary 
of the synod of Ohio. Missouri, and Kansas. 
A church was completed in 1867, and a par- 
sonage erected in 1869. A parochial school 
was also maintained. 


The Christian Church was organized May 
20, 1882. However, earlier followers of this 
group had organized in 1869, and purchased 
a lot at Seventh and Santa Fe and laid a found- 
ation for a building. The present structure was 
dedicated in 1914. 


The Evangelical Church at Sixth and S 
Streets was organized in 1893 by the Reverend 
Nestel, of St. Joseph, Mo., in the home of 
August Mangelsdorf. A church was begun in 
1894 at Ninth and Santa Fe, but in 1820 it 
burned and was replaced by the present struc- 
ture. 


Sacred Heart Catholic Parish was founded 
in 1886, and a church constructed at Fifteenth 
and Kansas Avenue. It maintains the Sacred 
Heart Parochial School. 


St. Mark’s English Lutheran Church was 
organized in the late summer of 1868 by 
Reverend and Mrs. M. G. Boyer, missionaries 
from Marlesburg, Pa. The plans failed to 
materialize and the church wae re-organized 
in 1880. Midland College was founded in 1880 
under the auspices of the church, and the or- 
ganization was incorporated as St. Mark’s 
English Evangelical Church. 


The Christian Science Chapel at 305 
North Fourth was organized April 9, 1895, 
the first reader being Mrs. G. W. Pennell. 


Ten years later lots were purchased and 
building began on the present structure. 


Several Negro churches were organized 
in the early period in Atchison. Ebenezer Bap- 
tist Church, 1867, and African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 1868. 


World War I Days 


In World War I, a total of 1,164 men 
entered from Atchison county. They were in 
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or Air Service 
of the U. S. and many fought with armies of 
Canada, England, Italy, and Australia. The 
majority of the Atchison men, however, were 
in the 35th and 89th Divisions. 


Many volunteers went to Hiawatha and 
joined the National Guard unit there, which 
later became Company F. 137th Infantry. 
Company F. went to Camp Donipha, Okla., 
where the 35th Division was organized and 
sailed for France in the spring of 1918. 


Atchison men served in other 35th Divi- 
sion units, some having gone to Kansas City, 
Mo., to enlist. The 35th was in the Argonne 
offensive from September 25 to October 1, 
1918, and suffered heavy casualties. 


Atchison men inducted under the Selec- 
tive Service Act trained at Camp Funston and 
were assigned to units of the 89th Division, 
which fought brilliantly in the Saint Mihiel and 
Argonne offensives. Approximately 500 Atch- 
ison County men were with this division. 


Atchison’s most distinguished soldier was 
the late Major General Harry Alexander Smith, 
who was born in Atchison in 1866. He graduat- 
ed from the United States Military Academy 
and was stationed in Cuba and the Phillippines. 


During World War I, he served as assis- 
tant commander of the Army Service Schools 
and was in charge of Civil affairs in Germany 
during the occupation. After the war he be- 
came commandant at Fort Leavenworth, and 
represented the United States in the Military 
Delegation at the Limitation of Arms Confer- 
ence in Geneva, in 1927. General Smith was 
awarded the Legion of Honor (French), Order 
of the Crown Oak (Luxemburg), and Compan- 
ion of Bath (British). His wife was the former 
Miss Harriet Newcomb of Atchison. 


The first Atchison County man to die in 
action was Harry Swendson of the Cummings 
community, who was killed at Polygone Wood, 
October 4, 1917. The county’s service flag 
contains 44 gold stars, honoring the men who 
lost their lives during World War |. The Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross was awarded to two 
Atchison soldiers for services during World 
War |, Oscar May and Dean Ackers. 


Atchison county men who gave their lives 
in World War |: Marion Branch, Rev. O. E. 
Degan, Richard Eccher, Jared F. Jackson, 
lradell Babcock, A. L. Bichelmeier, Franklin 
O. Brun, Benjamin Clayton, George D. Cox, 
James A. Dunham, John W. Eick, George W. 
Gibson, Jesse C. Gordon, Robert B. Greene, 
Fay Guy, Lee Roy Hoffman, Wm. O. Hundley, 
John F. Kaufman, Elmer M. Larson, Wm. F. 
Leland, Clyde Burbank, Wm. P. Durkin, Henry 
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A. Fleming, Joel N. Lovgren, Ray M. McFar- 
land, R. E. Nettleton, C. W. Nielander, John 
Peterson, C. L. Potter, C. M. Ripperger, C. E. 
Robinson, James F. Romick, Ralph R. Roth, 
Nobel E. Seever, Joe R. Speer, Harry A. Swend- 
son, Albert L. Tate, Alson L. Viles, Carroll J. 
Walker, and Starkey L. Williams. 


The story of service men’s organizations 
appears elsewnere in this book. 


Unstable economic conditions, labor un- 
rest, and trend of migration to the large 
centers of population during and immediately 
after the war caused a loss in the population 
by 1920. Federal census in 1910 showed 
16,429 but only 12,630 by 1920. 


In 1921 the city reorganized its govern- 
mental machinery. By the new plan, three 
commissioners were elected, one of which was 
to serve as mayor. They were to employ a city 
manager for an annual salary of $4,500. By 
this plan the city was able to retire a large 
bonded indebtedness and show a steady re- 
duction in its tax levy. 


Growth of Schools 


The development of educational facilities 
in the city and county of Atchison was hindered 
by the factional strife that spread confusion 
and uncertainty over the Territory. Provision 
for the education of their children was given 
secondary consideration for a time. 


The Atchison County public school system 
began in 1858, the year that St. Benedict's 
College was founded. District No. 1 in Atchi- 
son was organized on August 5 of the year. 


The first school officials were James A. 
Coulter, director; Dr. William Grimes, treasur- 
er; Franklin G. Adams, clerk; and O. F. Short. 
The first public school was opened the follow- 
ing November in two rooms over Bury’s Grocery 
Store at Fourth and Commercial Streets. Philip 
D. Plattenburg was the principal, and Miss 
Amanda Meeker, later Mrs. Blair, was his 
assistant. In 1859 the teaching staff, increas- 
ed to four, included Miss Lizzie Bay and Miss 
Melissa Kipp, later the wife of Chief Justice 
David Martin of the Kansas Supreme Court. 
Mr. Plattenburg was also elected county super- 
intendent; and the first teacher’s certificate 
issued in the county was given by him to D. 
W. Rippy. 


Many of the early day residents of Atchi- 
son did not favor free public schools, and in 
1860 the city school board refused to a school 
tax. 


In May, 1861, the public schools were 
closed for lack of funds. The severe drouth of 
1859 and 1860 had made tax collections al- 
most impossible. Although the schools reopen- 
ed in 1862, little progress was made during 
the Civil War. 
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Soon, however, there was a_ general 
change of opinion; and before long a more 
reasonable and progressive attitude prevailed. 
Annual tax levies were voted for the support 
of public schools. 


In 1863 seven Benedictine Sisters opened 
a convent and school at Second and Division 
Streets. Five years later a small two-story 
frame house, called the ‘‘Brown School’’, was 
purchased and became a parochial school. In 
1877 the Price Villa, a large brick mansion 
in South Atchison, was purchased and became 
the nucleus of Mount St. Scholastica Academy 
and College. 


Miss Lizzie Abbott, afterwards the wife 
of Judge Cass G. Foster, and Miss Mary Teas- 
dale also conducted private schools ‘’for young 
ladies’. 


The average length of the school year 
was but three and one half months. In 1865 
the County Teachers’ Association met in 
Atchison with 59 teachers in attendance. Guest 
speakers included John J. Ingalls, John A. 
Martin, and George W. Glick. 


The Atchison city schools were organized 
in June, 1867, and the first board of education 
was elected. William Scoville was president; 
John A. Martin, vice-president; and M. L. Gay- 
lord, clerk. The general condition of the 
schools now became more orderly and a system 
of grading was established, regulating and 
unifying them. The Central Building, a three- 
story brick high school, was built in 1869 at 
a cost of $35,000. Professor Meade was super- 
intendent of schools; high school classes were 
on the third floor; school enrollment was 800. 


In 1871, Mrs. Harriett E. Monroe, who 
was an aunt of the late Amelia Earhart, found- 
ed the Atchison Institute, a private school. 
With an investment of $25,000 and without 
assistance from the city, state, or any indi- 
vidual, she built up, in about 15 years, a 
‘’select’’ school with several fine buildings, ex- 
cellent patronage, and an impressive Curricu- 
lum. Beginning with kindergarten, through 
primary, intermediate, and academic instruc- 
tion, final courses in collegiate, normal, and 
commercial training were offered. There were 
also music and art departments; and voca- 
tional training, including domestic science. 
This school was the forerunner of Midland 
College, an English Lutheran school. In 1887, 
the Atchison Institute, at the height of its 
success, was sold by Mrs. Monroe to the 
Lutheran Conference. Midland College, its 
successor, established in 1887, was continued 
as a co-educational institution until 1919, 
when it passed, by sale, to the Benedictine 
Fathers. 


A complete reorganization of the Atchi- 
son Central High School was effected in 1880. 
The first graduating class of 14, finished in 
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1881. The following list of names were mem- 
bers of that class: Frances L. Garside, Blanche 
Challis, Maggie R. Hedges, Mary E. Scott, 
Nellie G. Reid, Jane Boone, Mary E. Fox, Lily 
G. Hathoway, Daisy L. Denton, Delia Estes, 
Mary Hosier, Annie Underwood, Victor Linley 
and Arthur Challis. In the late 1880’s the 
three year course was increased to the fully 
accredited four years. A start towards estab- 
lishing courses in vocational education was 
made in 1881 when bookkeeping was made 
optional. Manual training was added in 1903; 
sewing in 1907; and a complete business 
course in 1910. Soon afterwards physical 
training, elementary agriculture, and music 
were offered. 


In 1908 the old Central Building, re- 
named the Ingalls High School in 1892, was 
razed: and in 1910, the Ingalls High School 
at 301 North Fifth Street was finished. The 
cost, including grounds and equipment was 
$150,000. It has a six year course, including 
two years of junior high school work. The 
first regular public school kindergarten was 
also estabilshed in the new high school. 


Included also in the Atchison School 
system are the Roosevelt, Franklin, Martin, 
Washington, Central, and Lincoln grade 
schools. 


On May 25, 1950, the citizens of Atchi- 
son, by a 2 to 1 majority, approved the Board 
of Education’s proposal to issue $1,275,000 
in bonds for the purpose of remodeling build- 
ings, additions, and general modernization of 
the public school buildings. 


Charles W. Lafferty took over the helm 
late in 1949, when he replaced W. D. Wolfe, 
superintendent from 1929 to December 31, 
1949, as superintendent of schools. Officers 
of the board of education were William Stan- 
ton, Jr., president; Harold Martin, vice-presi- 
dent; V. R. Niles, clerk; and George McLenon, 
treasurer. 


In 1952 the citizens of Atchison voted an 
additional bond issue of $350,000 to complete 
the job. Work has progressed rapidly and all 
the additions have been completed in our ele- 
mentary schools. It is expected that all build- 
ing construction will be completed on the In- 
galls Junior-Senior High School by the opening 
of the school term in 1954. This work includes 
a complete remodeling of the old building and 
the construction of a new auditorium and gym- 
nasium which will seat 2,500 persons; band 
and choral rooms. The auto-mechanics shop 
and general wood shop additions to the Roose- 
velt building were completed. These additions 
have made it possible for Atchison to give its 
youth the finest vocational education that can 
be obtained in this section of the state. 


Atchison Dedicates the Mo-Kan Bridge (1938) 


September 21, 1938, the new Mo-Kan 
Bridge was built to meet the needs of increased 
traffic. Thousands of visitors swarmed into 
the city to join in the dedication of a $650,000 
silver span across the Missouri River. 


For many years, Atchison hoped to ex- 
tend its trade territory by building a free 
bridge over the Missouri, replacing the old 
toll bridge built in 1874-75. 


In 1934, four government units, the Kan- 
sas State Highway Commission, the Missouri 
State Highway Commission, the Federal 
Bureau of Public Roads, and the city of Atchi- 
son, were granted a Federal franchise to build 
the bridge and government funds were allocat- 
ed to aid in the cost of construction. 


Orders were given to begin work early 
in 1937. Kansas and Missouri each paid one- 
fourth of the cost, and the Federal Government 
the remaining one-half. The completed struc- 
ture, of steel and concrete, was opened to 
interstate traffic July 2, 1938. 


The men who led the fight in the 12 year 
battle for a ‘’free’’ bridge included the Cham- 
ber of Commerce bridge committee composed 
of H. E. Muchnic, Z. E. Jackson, John Savory, 
H. B. Mize, and Carl Brown, Mayor Albert H. 
Lehman, A. E. Mize and W. H. Hayes, -city 
commissioners, and W. P. Waggener and 
Oscar May, lawyers. 


In the National Congress the fight was 
led by Senator Arthur Capper and Representa- 
tive W. P. Lambertson. F. P. Willette, secre- 
tary of the Chamber of Commerce, Z. E. Jack- 
son, City Attorney, and Carl Brown, editor 
of the Atchison Globe, appeared in behalf of 
the proposed bill. 


The official dedication of the bridge 
occurred at 11 a. m., Wednesday morning, 
September 21. From a platform erected at 
Fourth and Utah ‘Miss Atchison” officially 
clipped the ribbon across the interstate struc- 
ture, assisted by Hon. Walter A. Huxman, 
Governor of Kansas. 


Mayor Albert H. Lehman of Atchison 
gave the indroductory address. This was follow- 
ed by and address by W. P. Lambertson, Con- 
gressman. Short speeches also were made by 
Senator Harry Truman of Missouri, Governor 
Walter Huxman of Kansas and Evan Griffiths, 
Kansas State Highway Director. 


Following the official dedication there oc- 
curred at 2:00 p. m. in the afternoon the most 
gala parade that Atchison had witnessed since 
the Corn Carnival days. 


Leading the parade was Company A of 
the 137th Infantry, Kansas National Guard, 
under the command of Captain J. B. Gilman. 
This was supplemented by a dozen units from 
Fort Leavenworth. 
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The ‘’Pageant of Transportation’’ made 
up the second section of the parade. It includ- 
ed Indians from the Mayetta reservation, 
farmers, trappers, explorers, cowboys and cow- 
girls, schooners, stage coaches, covered wagons 
and in sharp contrast the most modern methods 
of transportation not excluding the airplane. 


Following this section of the parade came 
the Mo-Kan Queens float bearing Miss Atchi- 
son and all the Queens sent here by Northeast 
Kansas and Northwest Missouri communities. 


Sprinkled throughout the entire parade 
were many bands and a large number of drum 
and bugle corps. 


More than 150 entries participated in the 
childrens parade and review up Commercial 
Street. Schools were dismissed in honor of the 
event. 


The final event was the Coronation Ball 
at Memorial Hall. Music was furnished by 
Jimmie Grier and his orchestra. 


Atchison’s Parks 


Jackson Park is one of the city’s love- 
liest places. It has the natural loveliness of 
the tree covered slopes, shrubs, and flowers. 
It is located on some of the highest hills in 
Atchison overlooking the Missouri River. 


It was named City Park in 1885 when its 
original 56 acres were acquired from George 
T. Challis for $2,500. It was a hill and wood- 
land covered with a variety of timber and 
shrubbery. Mr. Zaremba E. Jackson, city at- 
torney at that time, realized the possibilities 
of the City Park, and invited several of his 
South Atchison neighbors to meet in his law 
office and a park improvement association was 
formed. Each member put up five dollars and 
others were asked to contribute. 


In 1910, drives, sidewalks and a pavillion 
were built. Ten acres owned by Mrs. J. W. 
Parker were secured in 1913. This addition 
included historic Marlow Hollow and extended 
the original park to the river banks. Because 
of the efforts of Jackson, the city officially 
changed the name to Jackson Park. Since 
1921 several slices of territory have enlarged 
the park. Guerrier Hill was one of these por- 
tions. Its four acres were given in 1926 by 
Mr. and Mrs. S. G. Guerrier. Lying in the south- 
east area, it includes the ‘“Old Lookout”’ and 
has drives leading to and around it. 


Riverview Drive has a section which goes 
to the park and overlooks the Missouri River. 
At the present time the city park department 
has the responsibility of the care and mainten- 
ance of approximately 165 acres of parks 
consisting of Jackson Park, Reisner Park, 
Shelly Park, Mize Park, Union Depot Park, 
dnd labs VieeParks 


Kansas Children’s Home 


The Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home admitted 
the first children on July 1, 1887. The Home 
was located on a 160-acre tract overlooking 
the Missouri River valley two miles north of 
Atchison. The name was changed in 1909 
to the State Orphans’ Home by the legislature 
of the State of Kansas and changed again to 
Kansas Childrens’ Home in 1953. The Home 
has a four-grade school, an ungraded room, an 
opportunity room and a kindergarten. Beyond 
the fourth grade the children attend the 
Atchison City Schools. The oldest building is 
the administration building which was erected 
in 1885. The first superintendent was John 
A. Pierson, and his wife was the first matron. 


Bank Robbery of 1934 


In a daring daylight raid on the Exchange 
National Bank of Atchison, March 12, 1934, 
four armed bandits kidnapped nine of the 
bank’s employees and escaped with $21,000 
in Currency and securities. Willard C. Linville, 
chief of police, was seriously wounded by a 
burst of machine gun fire as he ran toward 
the bank. Edward Iverson, cashier, was slugged 
by one of the masked raiders and sustained a 
fractured skull. 


The bandit car stopped at a side entrance 
shortly before nine o'clock in the morning and 
they entered the bank by breaking the glass in 
the door. Iverson was ordered to open a safe. 
He attempted to explain the safe was operated 
by a time lock, but the bandits refused to ac- 
cept the explanation and beat him severely 
about the head. Three of the nine employees 
were herded into the bandit car while the other 
six were forced to ride on the running boards 
and used as a screen to prevent officers from 
firing at the car as it sped out of town. 


The kidnapped employees were released 
a few miles southwest of the city. None were 
harmed except Iverson, who received additional 
injuries when he was pushed out of the speed- 
ing car. The cashier and the wounded chief 
of police were taken to Atchison hopsital where 
their recovery was in doubt for some time. 


On the morning of January 29, of the 
same year Edward Russell, patrolman, had 
been severely wounded in an exchange of 
shots with a bandit whom he had surprised 
in an attempt to rob a gasoline filling station. 
Ed Howe’s Atchison Globe, in a front page 
editorial on the day of the bank robbery, said: 
‘The time has come for stringent measures. 
Capital punishment should become part of the 
law. The parole must be abolished and the 
Sob Sisters and Sob Brothers must be told to 
go straight to hell.’’ Other Kansas newspapers 
soon joined in the agitation for capital punish- 
ment. In 1935 the State Legislature passed 
an act providing for the death sentence for 
persons convicted of murder in the first degree. 
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The Atchison Cave 


The cave is located two and one half 
miles south-east of Atchison, and covers 16% 
acres underground. The Kerfords lease the 
under-ground rights to the government for 
$20,000 a year. In 1944 the cave was trans- 
formed at a cost of $1,900,275 to a cooler. 
The temperature was reduced from 55 degrees 
to 33/2 degrees. The government then stock- 
piled commodities in this cooler. In 1949 
there were 8,872 tons of eggs, 20,493 tons of 
prunes, 1,061 tons of raisins and 48 tons of 
skimmed milk stored here. By 1949 it was 
estimated that it had saved the government 
700 million dollars. 


On December 27, 1951, the cave was 
leased by the army ordinance department for 
storage of specialized machines. About 1,600 
machines were moved here from the Reming- 
ton Arms Arsenal at Lake City. Some of these 
machine tools weigh 60 tons and under present 
conditions the cave will hold 4,000 of these 
machines. This cave is the world’s largest 
single storage space on one floor. The cave 
was sold to the Government in June, 1954. 


Santa Fe Celebration 


One of the colorful celebrations in the 
recent history of Atchison occurred in Septem- 
ber of 1940. This was the 80th birthday of 
the Santa Fe Railroad, which had its birthplace 
in Atchison. The celebration lasted two days. 
The giant bell in front of Memorial Hall was 
dedicated during the Santa Fe celebration 
days. It was a 600 pound bell from an old 
style Santa Fe locomotive. At the Coronation 
Ball, Aloha Holton, a senior at Atchison High 
School, was crowned queen. Johnny ‘Scat’’ 
Davis played for the Ball. 


On the second day a huge parade of 20 
flower floats, 15 covered wagons, 10 vehicles 
from Fort Leavenworth, a ‘Pageant of Trans- 
portation” section, 80 U. S. Army officers and 
men marched down Commercial. In addition 
there were clowns, decorated bicycles, and 
rural school floats. That evening a pageant 
was presented at Amelia Earhart field featur- 
ing rough-riders, prairie schooners, Indians, 
pioneers and dare-devil chariot races. There 
was a gigantic fireworks display, and the 65 
piece Santa Fe Band. There were also speeches 
by Santa Fe officials. 
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The Atchison and Topeka Railroad Com- 
pany which was incorporated in 1860, was 
the fore-runner of the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe. After the Civil War, when the 
country suffered a depression it became diffi- 
cult for the company to persuade people that 
the West would be developed. Largely through 
the influence of Cyrus K. Holliday and the 
advantage of natural fuel (coal deposits) along 
the line, the company grew and prospered. 
By 1872 the railroad reached the Colorado 
line, and by 1878 the seemingly impossible 
barrier of the Rocky Mountains was conquered. 
Raton Pass, almost 9000 feet above sea level, 
was reached and work continued on into New 
Mexico. Completion of the line to Santa Fe, 
N. Mex., was achieved in February 9, 1880. 


World War Il 


The first peace time selective service call 
was made October 16, 1940. The Atchison 
Local Draft Board was composed of C. E. Tink- 
lin, Andy Clark, and Gilbert Guthrie. Mr. 
Guthrie died July 8, 1942, and was succeeded 
by Robert Noll. This board served with dis- 
tinction throughout the war. Andy Clark’s 
record of attendance at board meetings is 
unbroken today at 768 meetings since 1940. 


A total of 2,338 men and 42 women were 
called into the Service. Of this number, 1,663 
were in the Army, 621 in the Navy, 72 in the 
Marine Corps, and 24 in the Coast Guard. 
Sixty of Atchison County’s finest young men 
gave their lives that Democracy might survive. 


The local National Guard unit, Company 
A, 137th Infantry, was mobilized December 
23, 1940, (almost a year prior to Pearl Harbor) 
under the command of Lieutenant John Van- 
derweide. It consisted of 99 men and six 
officers. They first trained at Camp Robinson, 
were rushed to San Francisco for beach defense 
after Pearl Harbor, and went through winter 
maneuvers in 1942-43 in Tennessee and West 
Virginia. They participated in English Channel 
crossing, landing at Omaha Beach, France, on 
July 7, 1944. They were in severe action 
across France which included: the liberation 
of St. Lo, Le Mans, Nancy, the Moselle River 
crossing and the Battle of the Bulge. 


Harrison Smith, son of Mrs. Edgar Smith, 
318 Laramie, was one of the first from Atchi- 
son to enter officers training. In August, 1940, 
he enlisted and took his officers training in 
New York. He received his commission as a 
Lieutenant and was sent to Hawaii. He was 
sent back to the states just a few weeks before 
the attack on Pearl Harbor. In March, 1942, 
he was gunning officer aboard a merchant 
ship that was in the first convoy to Murmansk, 
Russia. Over 50% of the convoy was sunk by 
German submarines on this trip. He received 
a personal citation from Secretary of Navy, 


Knox, for this trip. Harrison made two trips 
to Russia and numerous trips to ports in the 
Mediterranian. Later he was transferred to 
the Pacific theatre and served on troop trans- 
ports, making landings at Eniwetok, Kwaga- 
lein, and Marshall Islands. He was discharged 
in the Fall of 1945 as a Lt. Commander in the 
U. S. Navy Reserve. Harrison is now living in 
Garden City, Kans., where he is practicing law. 


Tom Moorehead, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Moorehead, entered the service in May 
of 1942. Discharged January, 1946. Took 
officers training at Marine Base Quincy, Mary- 
land. He was stationed at bases in Utah, 
North Carolina, and California. He was a 
radio-radar officer and served at Kwagr'ein 
and the Marshall Islands. He received the 
Pacific theatre, Amena theatre, and the Presi- 
dential Citation. He is on the honorary vet- 
erans list, of the Marine Reserves. He married 
Mary Noll, has three:children and lives at 519 
North Third. He is now employed at the 
Atchison Speciality Company. 


Charles Russell Broshus, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Broshus, 316 Kearney Street, en- 
tered West Point Spring of 1929 and graduated 
in the Class of 1933. While at West Point, 
Russell was a drop kick specialist on the Army 
football team. He was one of the earliest 
officers stationed at Fort Peck Dam in Mon- 
tana. At West Point four years as an instruc- 
tor at the outbreak of the World War II. Next 
sent to England, as a Colonel, serving on the 
staff of General Lee in the Service of Supplies. 
Upon the invasion of Europe he moved to 
France and served the duration of the war 
there. Since returning from Europe, Russell 
has been stationed at West Point. He is as- 
sistant Dean of Men and head of the Topo- 
graphy and Graphics Department. 


Hit-’N-Miss Pick-up on Atchison 
County Servicemen in W W Il 


Richard Blair mobilized with Company A, 
was in the invasion of France at Normandy, 
awarded the Silver Star July 13, 1944, wound- 
ed in action August 17, 1944, given battle- 
field promotion to second lieutenant, killed 
in action September, 1944 — Cpl. Albert 
Koester, squad leader of infantry intelligence 
and reconnaissance platoon, 34 months in 
Guadalcanal and Bougainville, awarded Silver 
Star for gallantry and Presidential Citation — 
Lieutenant William C. Ramsay killed in Battle 
of the Brest 14 September 1944 in infantry 
action — Pfc Woodrow (Doc) Beagles after 
repeated efforts and undergoing double hernia 
operation to qualify for military service was 
killed in action 24 February 1945 in Germany 
— Lieutenant North Oberlin of the Navy was 
washed overboard from a destroyer off the 
coast of the Carolinas during a hurricane and 
was lost — Sgt. Tom VanDyke, U. S. Marine 
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Corps, was in the invasion of Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa with his unit— Sgt. Bill Thomas, 
of Pillsbury’s, spent 32 months in a Jap prison 
camp — Cmdr. Ray Compton, Air Reconnais- 
sance officer on U. S. Quincy, survived the 
sinking of his ship at Guadalcanal — AI Ben- 
nett, editor of the Globe, served as security 
officer of the first atom bomb test in New 
Mexico — Pfc Bill Haegelin spent 32 months 
in a German prison camp after being captured 
at Kasserine Pass, North African campaign — 
Sgt. Bill Biffinger, 1001 Airborne (Gliders), 
invaded Normandy with his unit and was taken 
prisoner at the Battle of the Bulge — Harold 
Quick survived the sinking of the U. S. S. 
Houston, one of the first ships lost by the Navy 
in actual battle — Capt. Tom Highfill crashed 
in November of 1944 in his B-25 in the Car- 
olinas, and after spending months in a cast 
from chin to heels went overseas — Harrison 

(““Nibs’’) Smith with his armed guard unit 
was in the first convoy to Murmansk, Russia, 
and was decorated by the Russians for his ser- 
vice — Ray Scholz of Lancaster was reputed 
to be the first Atchison County man to set 
foot on foreign soil — Eugene Gibson died at 
the strike on Pearl Harbor by the Jappanese — 
Francis Seeger was taken prisoner in Italy after 
having the tail section of the B-26 in which he 
was tail-gunner shot off. 


The following is a list of those killed in 
action: Pvt. James A. Ball, Pfc. Woodrow W. 
Beagles, Capt. William Beven, Pfc. Donald L. 
Findley, Lt. Richard E. Blair, Pfc. Donald L. 
Borders, Capt. Wallace J. Brockett, Pvt. Wil- 
liam E. Brown, Pfc. Gaylon V. Bunch, Pfc. 
Johnnie Mac Burch, Pvt. Clarence W. Coffey, 
Pfc. Robert L. Diebolt, Lt. Clinton L. Ehret, 
Lt. Lester E. Emery, Lt. John C. Foulks, Lt. 
Otto C. George, Pfc. Raymond S. Gilliland, 
Lt. Clarence Grinlinton, Lt. Hayes Harman, 
Sgt. James C. Heard, T/5 Herman J. Heckel, 
Sgt. Ralph R. Huffman, Cpl. Chester W. Jessip, 
Pyt. Francis J. Kluth, Lt. Elmo F. Koehler, Pfc. 
Raymond C. Kurtz, Pfc. Russell S. Lindsey, 
Pfc. Edwin F. Lipps, Pfc. Raymond A. Lyons, 
Pvt. Carl C. Marshall, T/5 Wayne L. Mc- 
Kinnie, Sgt. David O. Neavitt, Pvt. Glenn E. 
Neet, Pvt. Francis J. Neumann, Pfc. Alfred 
A. Petesch, Lt. William C. Ramsay, Lt. Eldon 
M. Reichart, Sgt. Carl E. Rice, Pvt. Harold E. 
Rohleder, Pfc. Charles W. Shockey, S/Sgt. 
John E. Shrout, Pvt. William C. Siebert, S/Sgt. 
Edward F. Spaight, S/Sgt. George S. Tinklin, 
Pvt. Floyd W. Wade, Pvt. Lloyd S. Wagoner, 
Lt. Robert F. Weingart, Pvt. Paul G. Weitz, 
Pvt. George A. Wolfe, Pfc. Leo B. Wolters, 
Pfc. Odell Wrather, T/Sgt. Edwin Seer Draper, 
M.1/C Thomas R. Cline, Seaman Billy E. 
~ Gibson, S 1/C Eugene Neville, Lt. North 
Oberlin, S 1/C Joseph A. O’Brien, P. M. 1/C 
ae F. Regan,John Heckel, Pvt. Robert E. 

e. 


Korean Action 


Men whose lives were lost in the Armed 
Services since World War Il, either in, or 
because of, the Korean action are: Clarence 
Boatwright, Howard Albert Butler, Wm. Arthur 
Crawford, John Andrew Huerter, Phillip Leon- 
Ne Leitch, Wm. Francis Ruhlman, Robert P. 

ee. 


Atchison To-day 


During the last quarter of a century 
Atchison has become a solid, substantial com- 
munity possessing economic stability and 
physical and historic beauty. Just as Atchison 
owed its existence and early growth to the 
river transportation; its great mills and fact- 
ories, its transportation facilities and its rich 
farming country have combined to make Atch- 
ison the prosperous city it is today. 


Many of the castle-like old homes of a 
past generation remain, well-cared-for, moder- 
nized for convenience and comfort. These 
homes, in their settings of wide lawns, fine old 
trees and shrubbery, add their beauty and dig- 
nity to the city itself. Here, also, we find 
many new homes, of latest design, which add 
the touch of modern times. 


Atchison’s industrial district presents an 
impressive appearance and would be a credit 
to a city of three times its population. The 
towering concrete elevators and cylindrical 
storage bins, and several large wholesale build- 
ings dominate Atchison’s skyline. For years 
after the city was established, White Clay 
Creek, the stream christened by Lewis and 
Clark as ‘’Fourth of July Creek’’, was allowed 
to flow through downtown Atchison. This 
caused sewage overflow, especially during 
flood seasons. Now its waters are confined 
in a great storm sewer which is hidden from 
view beneath the city streets. 


The residential districts of Atchison ex- 
tend over the slopes of the bluffs on the north 
and south until they reach the hilltops nearly 
two hundred feet above the lowlands. The 
main street of Atchison is Commercial Street, 
which lies one block north of the old Main 
Street. A new Union Station is under construc- 
tion where the old station stood at Second and 
Main Streets. Although the old station of stone 
was for many years a land mark in Atchison, 
the modern structure is greatly appreciated by 
our city, giving the true impression to new- 
comers that Atchison will keep pace with the 
times. 


Commercial Street in Atchison appears 
much as it did 25 years ago. Stores and 
buildings are mainly sturdy, two or three story 
brick and stone. Here and there a modern 
front accents the changes from ornate Vic- 
torian architecture. The tallest buildings on 
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“‘down-town’’ Commercial are the Atchison 
Hotel, and the Professional Building, each 
rising five stories. Gone are the old trolley cars 
that used to travel up and down the hills of 
Atchison. 


East Atchison, on the Missouri side of 
the river, was once a thriving industrial center 
with steamboat landings, warehouses, and 
large meat processing plants. At present there 
are several service stations, markets, package- 
liquor stores, cafe’s and a Drive-In Theatre, 
accomodating some 500 cars. There is also 
a bulk propane storage depot. A small resi- 
dential area remains here in spite of periodic 
floods. 


Atchison has been careful to preserve its 
natural scenic beauty. Many of the native trees 
that had to be cleared away to make room for 
building were replaced by elms and hard 
maple. These furnish beauty and comfortable 
shade for homes and streets. The streets are 
clearly marked and the pavement and side- 
walks are well maintained. 


Atchison has retained much of the tra- 
ditional hospitality and conservatism of the 
South. Reform crusades have not found many 
followers here. In 1880 the city voted against 
the State prohibition amendment and voted to 
repeal the same amendment 54 years later. 


In 1937, Atchison adopted the ‘‘hostess 
plan’ of welcoming new residents to the city. 
The city hostess, who is employed by a group 
of the leading merchants, makes a call upon 
each new family within a week after their 
arrival. In her first call the hostess welcomes 
the newcomers on be-half of the city and 
learns their religious preference and lodge 
affiliations. This information is then relayed 
to church and fraternal organizations so that 
they may follow up the call. From this activity 
the Newcomers’ Club has been organized 
which meets monthly. 


For many years Atchison had hoped to 
replace the old toll bridge with a free bridge. 
In 1937 the work on the new Mo-Kan bridge 
got under way, and was finished July 2, 1938. 
The city government under the old mayor- 
councilman form had accumulated a bonded 
debt of $1,250,000 by April 1921. At this 
time the manager-commission form was adopt- 
ed and the debt was reduced to $290,000 by 
1937. $500,000 in bonds were issued during 
this time to finance improvements. 


In 1938, Atchison voters approved a 
$75,000 bond issue for the construction of a 
new city hall, the Federal Government paying 
the balance of the total $136,000 under a 
Pa Wee Ae orank 


It was during January of 1941 that the 
Midwest Solvents Company was brought to 
Atchison. This plant occupied the property 
of the Agrol Company. By December 31, 
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1941, the plant was ready for production and 
at that time employed 50 men. Today this 
compnay is the only licensed distillery in the 
State of Kansas. The plant now utilizes 
150,000 bushels of Kansas grain each month 
in producing its products which in addition 
to alcohol, include Gluten Meal and distilled 
dried grains and solubles. The Company now 
employs 170 men with an annual payroll of 
more than $610,000. 


Atchison industry produced a great a- 
mount and variety of war materials. The 
Locomotive Finished Materials Co., Atchison’s 
largest industry, produced marine valves for 
ship turbines, many types of machine tools, 
gun mountings for war ships and many other 
defense items. 


The Stein Laboratories made testers for 
de-hydrated foods and also for testing moisture 
content in gunpowder. One hundred percent 
of the alcohol produced by the Mid-West Sol- 
vents Co. during war-time was used for ex- 
plosives and other war needs. The Atchison 
Specialty Company made many types of bronze 
fittings for the United States Navy. 


The Blair Milling Co. and the Pillsbury 
Milling Co. produced flour and other foods for 
our armed forces and for lend-lease. 


The Atchison Leather Products Company 
had many sub-contracts to cut leather parts, 
which were to be used on tents, gun covers and 
truck handles. 


The Fitz Overall Company produced 
thousands of work uniforms for the Army. 


Wilson and Company produced powdered 
eggs for the government. It was the only 
produce house in Kansas to receive the coveted 
Army and Navy award. 


The Government Cooler at the Kerford 
Quarry Stone Mine stored thousands of pounds 
of government foods. Large quantities of 
crushed stone produced by the Kerford Quarry, 
owned and operated by Lloyd Kerford and his 
nephew, George Edward Kerford, went into 
the war effort. 


Because of a shortage of man power, and 
government rules and restrictions, no major 
improvements were made until after 1945. 
Since that time, Atchison has again moved 
forward with many new projects. In 1946, 
contracts were let for the designing of a new 
concrete and steel viaduct to be constructed 
on South Fifth Street over the Missouri Pacific 
and Santa Fe railroad tracks. This project 
was completed in 1949. In this same year 
bonds amounting to $90,000 were voted to 
build an airport. The C. A. A. had also allocat- 
ed $56,500 to the project. The airport has 
been completed and was officially dedicated in 
August.of 1953: 


Carl’s Food Mart — “Friendly and Satisfying Service’ 
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1948 brought the construction of two 
modern and up-to-date swimming pools and 
the lighting of the baseball field. Many of 
the streets were sealed with asphalt. 


During the year 1949 additional streets 
were resurfaced and a number of streets and 
alleys were paved. The two new swimming 
pools were opened. The installation of a new 
“white way”’ street lighting gave Atchison one 
of the finest systems in the State. 


The highlight of the year 1950, was the 
completion and putting into operation of the 
Filter Plant of the Atchison Water Company. 


Atchison City Water Works 


Until the formation of the Atchison City 
Water Works, Inc., July, 1948, water was 
supplied by the Atchison Water Co. since 1881. 
The new company was formed to raise suf- 
ficient capital to properly finance needed im- 
provements. First mortgage bonds in the 
amount of $1,500,000 in order to purchase 
the old stock, construct a modern filtration 
plant, and install 2500 meters, were issued. 
In addition, a new 300,000 gallon elevated 
tank was erected in North Atchison to stabilize 
pressure and provide better fire protection. 


The new filter plant has a daily capacity 
of six million gallons. The company has 3900 
customers, and in 1953, pumped in excess of 
900 million gallons of treated water; a daily 
average of 2,270,000 gallons. Atchison is now 
served with a high quality of water; the plant 
is one of the most modern in the state; and 
the source of supply is abundant. — L. L. 
Weatherford, Superintendent. 


1952 Flood 


The residents of Atchison and all the 
people living on the bottom lands in Missouri 
will long remember the great Missouri River 
flood in the Spring of 1952. ‘’Old timers had 
often referred to the great flood of 1881 and 
how the flood waters stretched from the Kansas 
bluffs to the Missouri bluffs. The flood of 
1952 was even greater than the flood of 1881. 


This great flood which began on the upper 
reaches of the ‘’Big Muddy” broke over the 
levees on the night of April 16th forcing all 
lowland residents to leave their homes and to 
hurriedly evacuate household goods, livestock, 
farm machinery, etc. For the next week the 
water rose higher and higher until the crest 
was reached. At its crest 32.5 feet, about 
noon April 23, the water was a roaring torrent 
averaging from 4 to 15 feet in depth and again 
stretched from bluff to bluff. 


Pete Bailey’s airplane delivered the Globe 
to William Cassity’s farm just south of Rush- 
ville. It was taken from there to the Rushville 
post office. Wendell Anslinger moved 350 
hogs to the Community Sale barn pens in 
Atchison. Jodie VanHorn stated in the Globe 
“| guessed the river crest almost a foot too 
low. Don Weatherford hit it right on the nose. 
No one could have made me believe that the 
river would get as high as it did.’” Phillip 
Sonnenmoser built a five-foot levee around his 
residence on the John Savory farm, with a 
bulldozer. A. C. Ferrell of the Ferrell Butane 
Gas Co., moved his large gas tanks from East 
Atchison to a location on Potato Hill south 
of Atchison on the Kansas side. Bill Roe moved 
his entire stock from his service station and 
Criswell Cafe to his double garage at his home 
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in Atchison. Equipment and stock at the Vance 
filling station and liquor store was elevated to 
high positions in the buildings. The Brenner 
store and residents of the street leading south 
from the east end of the Mo-Kan bridge re- 
mained until the last minute. Residents of 
Sugar and Bean Lakes moved their entire furn- 
ishings from the area, and suffered severe 
damage to their homes. 


Don Parker and Arch Sampson were 
among those whose motor boats were put to 
constant service in aiding property owners 
whose places were under water. The Burling- 
ton Railroad performed a near miracle in im- 
mediately rebuilding its entire length of track 
across the bottoms. The Missouri Highway 
Department likewise exerted every effort in 
making immense fills along the washed out 
highway (U. S. 59) and opening it to traffic 
in a matter of days after the flood waters had 
receded. 


Governor Arn reported that the flood 
caused an estimated 625 million dollar loss 
to Kansas farm property including Doniphan, 
Atchison, Leavenworth and Wyandotte coun- 
ties. 


Earl Hellener, City Manager, stated: “'| 
think the way the Locomotive Finished Mater- 
ial Co. has handled the flood situation is 
worthy of the highest praise.’’ Harry Gunetti, 
LFM works manager, also stated: ‘The credit 
in our flood control should go to all our em- 
ployees and their fine cooperation’. The same 
heroic effort by employees of the Blair Milling 
Co., served to prevent severe losses to Blairs 
Mill. The Atchison Globe with pictures taken 
from planes and boats and a running story on 


flood conditions, did a great service to the 
community. Radio Station KARE kept the area 
informed with ‘on the spot’’ broadcasts from 
both sides of the river, and some 25 emergency 
broadcasts during the critical period. In add- 
ition to their eleven regularly scheduled news- 
casts, they made hundreds of emergency 
announcements. 


Forty men worked in the crew that install- 
ed three ‘’defense lines’’ of sandbagging at the 
LFM Co. Sandbags were placed at the base- 
ment windows at the Snowden-Mize Drug Co., 
where about $70,000 worth of merchandise 
was stored. All main rail lines along the river 
above here were cut. Capt. U. F. Gardner, and 
10 members of Atchison’s National Guard 
Company were called out to patrol the Atchi- 
son-Doniphan Levee, between S. Benedict’s col- 
lege and the Doniphan community. Water 
seeped into the basement of the Milner Hotel 
at Second and Commercial. At one stage 
water raised 15 inches in three hours. 


Jodie VanHorn estimated the river was 
running, in the current, about 17 miles an 
hour, while the normal rate is about five miles 
an hour. Actually, the main current is travel- 
ing faster that the over flow flood water, which, 
when figured from the time of the crest at 
Omaha to the hour of the crest at Atchison, 
shows a speed of approximately 42 miles per 
hour. Mr. and Mrs. Don Parker’s store and 
home were under about four feet of water. 
Everett Daniels home in East Atchison had 
about 18 inches of water over it. The river 
was on the roof of John Barkley’s small home 
on the Kansas bank near the foot of Com- 
mercial Street. Lt. Col. Victor White, com- 
manding officer of the Army units stationed 
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in Atchison, had about 800 men in different 
units working in Atchison and at points up 
the river. 


The flooding Missouri River reached a 
crest at 32.5 feet on Wednesday, April 23, 
1952. This was more than two feet above the 
crest of the 1881 flood. 


For nearly three weeks the bottom lands 
were covered with water. When the waters 
finally receded the people returned to homes 
that had been gutted by the raging torrents, 
and everywhere a vast area of devastation. 
Damages ran into thousands of dollars. 


The cause looked hopeless, but to the 
people, this was still home and even before 
the last waters had receded the people began 
“fighting back’’. That same courage and de- 
termination that enabled their forefathers to 
settle the country in 1854 was manifested 
again in the great task of reclaiming the land 
and their homes. By Fall, the passing traveler 
would never realize that this beautiful bottom 
land just a few months before had been laid 
waste by ravaging flood waters. 


1952 Election 


Only a few short months later, the flood 
disaster seemed all but forgotten, as Atchison 
and all Kansas had high interest in a favorite 
son, Dwight Eisenhower, seeking the high office 
of President of the United States. For weeks 
there was the question, ‘‘Would he leave his 
assignment of uniting the Western European 
forces, to enter the Presidential race? Could 
he possibly overcome the established lead 
of Senator Taft who, apparently, had almost 
enough commitments to insure his nomina- 
tion?” 

Then to Abilene, to the opening campaign 
speech, went Atchison’s partisan supporters by 
chartered bus, some 40 strong. No one seemed 
to mind the rainy day. Art Fenton had some 
difficulty explaining the gasoline tax refund 
system to Joe Schletzbaum, Jr., Sue Gehring 
and Hazel Dennis attempted to use newspaper 
umbrellas without too much success. Frank 
Todd and Al C. Berger were busy making 
friends for the party. ‘’Al’’ Bennett was gather- 
ing the story for the folks at home. 


Then the Convention, first to be televised, 
gave the American people front row seats to 
that drama, which before this time was known 
to relatively few. A very near thing until Cali- 
fornia decided the issue by withdrawing its 
support from Warren and casting its votes for 
Eisenhower. 


A few weeks later, some 600 persons 
from northeast Kansas, gathered at the farm 
home of Caroline and Arthur Fenton, near 
Denton, Kans., for the purpose of rallying the 
Republican forces for Eisenhower. The Eisen- 
hower victory in November caused some 1400 
people to make the trip to Washington the 
following January to witness the Inaugural 
Ceremony and accompanying festivities. Some 
went by plane and others drove their own cars. 


Two Kansas “Sunflower Special’’ trains were 
chartered for the trip to Washington. Those 
who went on the Sunflower Special from Atchi- 
ison were: Addison Mize, who personally 
chaperoned Don Tibbets, a State Home student 
who had been appointed as Page Boy; Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Todd and daughter, Frances; Mr. 
and Mrs. Cloud Cray; Al Bennett, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Bill Roe. Among others who attended 
were: Lloyd Kerford, Dr. Wayne Wallace and 
family, and Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Berney. 


Frank Todd spent hours of his time “‘tak- 
ing care of his flock’’. Tickets for the Inaug- 
ural Festival, (five hours continuous entertain- 
ment by leading stars of screen and television); 
tickets for the seats for the parade, the tour of 
embassies, and even the Inaugural Ball itself. 
A tired but happy bunch left Washington on 
their return trip the day after the Inauguration, 
having been extremely impressed with the ap- 
pearance, demeanor, character, ability and 
statements of the man they had helped to 
make President of this great country. 


Athletic Successes 


This brings us into 1953: A cease fire in 
Korea; a drouth in Kansas. Many Kansas 
areas were suffering lack of water to the point 
of hauling it to their reservoirs by tank-car in 
the latter part of 1953-’54; the worst water 
shortages Kansas has experienced. Atchison 
enjoyed a plentiful supply for the city but the 
farms, crops and pastures in the area have 
suffered as those elsewhere. 


This year and the first part of 1954 was 
a banner period in athletics. Maur Hill 
High School basketball and baseball teams, 
coached by Guy Galley, made an _ excel- 
lent record. Atchison High School, win- 
ner of the North East Kansas League, won its 
first basketball championship in 25 years, their 
coach being Jack Eskridge. St. Benedict’s 
Football team, coached by Ivan Schottel, won 
a Co-Championship title in the Central Con- 
ference. Climaxing the mounting honors, St. 
Benedict’s basketball team, coached by Ralph 
Nolan, captured the National Inter-Collegiate 
Basketball Championship. The photos of the 
winning teams appear elsewhere in the book. 


City Government 


In 1921 Atchison adopted the Commis- 
sion-Manager Form of City Government and 
elected three of its highest type of citizens 
and business men for Commissioners and ad- 
opted the policy that all city officials shall be 
chosen without regard to partisan or petty 
politics. The first Commissioners chosen were 
S. G. Guerrier, Joe Haverty and Fred W. Man- 
gelsdorf. Unfortunately Mr. Haverty, on ac- 
count of his being employed by a large 
corporation, was declared ineligible, and A. 
H. Lehman was chosen in his place. These 
chose Bert Wells as the first City Manager of 
Atchison and this Board worked together in 
perfect harmony with one common goal — to 
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give Atchison the best and most etficient 
service it was possible to give. Mr. Guerrier 
died May 13th, 1926, and Arthur E. Mize 
was appointed in his place. Since the first 
Commissioners under the Commission-Man- 
ager form of Government, the City has been 
very fortunate to have the following men as 
Commissioners: A. H. Lehman, Wallace J. 
Brockett, Fred J. Donovan, W. B. Hayes, M. L. 
Walters, W. G. Crumpacker, Joseph Hilligoss, 
Clarence H. Blanke, Raymond B. Jones, Fred 
W. Stein, R. H. Bump, C. W. Runyan, and John 
Grandbouche. 


1954 Official Roster (City): Fred Stein, 
Mayor; John Grandbouche, C. W. Runyan, 
Commissioners; Earl Hellener, City Man- 
ager; Edmund L. Page, City Attorney; John 
E. Clingan, City Treasurer; Robert L. Noble, 
City Clerk; A. D. Warnock, Chief of Police; 
Fhillip Schrack, Police Judge; Harley Yocum, 
Fire Chief; Dr. Spencer Fast, City Health 
Officer; Roland Noblet, City Sanitarian; 
Robert W. Overton, Park Superintendent; Mrs. 
Marguerite Bell, Assistant City Clerk. 


Atchison Police Department — 1855 to 1954 


Little is known of the Atchison Police 
Department at the time of the incorporation 
of the City of Atchison in August, 1855. The 
department was under the supervision of a 
City Marshall, F. H. Price, who, with 12 regular 
officers and one special officer, made up a 
total payroll of $706.80 for the month. 


1889 saw the first change when Owen E. 
Seip became Chief of Police and with nine 
patrolmen, a wagon driver and a jailer which 
cost the City a total of $428.30 for the month 
of October that year. 


Through the following years the depart- 
ment had a succession of fine, able Chiefs; 
1901 to 1907, Chief William Sullivan; 1907 
to 1909, Chief Perry Ham; 1909 to 1911, 
Chief William Sullivan again; 1911 to 1913, 
Chief William Ryan; 1913 to 1916, Chief W. 
H. Coleman; 1916 to 1921, Chief Fred Snyder. 


In 1921 Chief W. C. Linville was appoint- 
ed and ran the department through one of the 
most difficult periods. A constant growth of 
traffic problems, bootlegging, gangster opera- 
tions, created a need for more scientific Police 
knowledge. The department records consisted 
of a Police Blotter, and a ledger. The equip- 
ment, one model ‘T’ Ford and two motorcycles. 
That, with 12 men who had little or no Police 
schooling. A filing system was set up. Finger 
print equipment purchased, and in 1933 photo- 
graph equipment was added. At that time 
Officers worked in 12 hour shifts with two days 
a month off, and Patrolmen were contacted 
by a system of lights and the power house 
whistle. In 1935 a radio was installed, Station 
to car only, it was later developed into a two- 
way communication. 


October, 1939, the Department moved to 
the new City Hall, and since has operated one 
of the cleanest of departments. Chief Linville 
remarks that when he came to Atchison in 
1904 there were over 30 saloons in operation 
and that the bonds and fines from the arrest 
charges more than paid the total expenses 
of the department. In 1946 Officer Jack 
Flynn, who started service in 1901, went into 
retirement, and is the only living retired patrol- 
man at this time. Chief Linville also retired, 
in 1946, after 25 years service as Chief of 
Police. 
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Chief C. H. Lyman was appointed in 1946 
after serving previously as night sergeant. D2- 
partmental improvements include: three way 
radio, new police cars, better uniforms for the 
Officers. Chief Lyman resigned December 31, 
1952, because of bad health and a short time 
later passed away. 1953, Chief G. L. Johnson, 
who had served as night sergeant and been 
with the department 21 years, was appointed 
Chief. Chief Johnson took his retirement 
after 22 years of service in February of 1954. 
March, 1954, brings the department up to date 
with the appointment of Chief A. D. Warnock. 


Roster of Police Department 5/21/54: 
Chief A. D. Warnock, Capt. Clarence Shaver, 
Jr., Ralph Hazelitt, Timothy Barnes, C. B. 
Hamon, A. J. Amrein, Guss Wood, James E. 
McCubbin, Charles R. Snyder, Edward Sharp, 
Dean VanHoutan, Howard Clark, Beryl Simp- 
son, Leonard Baldwin, Gilbert E. Lemke, 
Chester H. Ryan, and Isobel Altis. 
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Atchison Fire Department History 


The first paid fire department was or- 
ganized in Atchison, January 1, 1880, by S. 
H. Kelsey, first fire chief, by order of Mayor 
John C. Tomlinson. The first paid firemen 
were: F. A. Ham, Assistant Chief, and firemen 
A. A. Thompson, John Compton, Gerome Hoo- 
ver, Henry Chew, Frank Eggbert, W. L. 
Schwartz, and Benj. Hillmer. Fire Chief S. H. 
Kelsey and Assistant Chief F. A. Ham were 
not required to give full time to the office at 
this time. 


In 1880 the fire department equipment 
was hose reel, hand pump, horse drawn steam 
pumper. 1887 another steam pumper was pur- 
chased and horse drawn hose wagon. 1898 a 
horse drawn 65 foot ladder was purchased. In 
1900 another steamer was purchased. Atchi- 
son received its first motor driven equipment 
in 1912, one pumper, one hose truck. 


January 1, 1883, W. C. Barnes was ap- 
pointed Fire Chief and on January 1, 1887, 
W. C. Barnes was appointed first full time 
paid Fire Chief and resigned April 30, 1889. 
May 1, 1889, John Compton was appointed as 
Fire Chief and served until his death on duty 
April 10, 1924. May 27, 1924, Herbert Sowers 
was appointed Fire Chief and served until he 
retired June 1, 1937. June. 1, 1937, Joe E. 
Dolecek was appointed Fire Chief and served 
until he retired May 15, 1947. June 1, 1947, 
Harley Yocum was appointed Fire Chief. 


Today the fire department has 18 men: 
Harley Yocum, Chief; Harry Scott, Assistant 
Chief; Leslie Narrance, Assistant Chief, Jacob 
Anslinger, Captain; Richard Ellis, Captain. 


i 


£/t tees 


sjue> %S8 
syusd “TT 
$3499 €/T SZ 
suas oT 
syu9> % TE 
sju22 ™%g 
sjueo %8 
s}ue2 , 
ques % 
szu92 0p 
szue2 Sst 


squads GZ 
szuao Iz 
sjua2 sé 
szuad %z 
szuad %{Z 
s}u2>2 pz 


mores enensena-=--- }Sa49},U] BY spuog 
women ae nnesne-een--- yUswdinby MeN 
onan nnn ee ------- Yyse4, gy esequey 
---------------~--------- uoIsuag aa14 
3-3 --------------------- "duy jezideg 
wenn r en n-- 22+ ------------- 1elaysnpuy 
won enr en an- $= ----------- syuowspne 


eae MEU: Ge ae en eT pueg 
ag as aa rae quswjziedsg a4 
ee aan thee aid spunoizkelg 9 SHAed 
Oe oe S4IMIg BY Shay ‘'s}2243¢ 
abies APMOd 'B ZEIH ‘34317 ‘492M 
Cas a qUsWzeEdsg a21;0g 
“-""sedey Y esQueuszuIeEW Zuipying 
= Sea SUOIZNZISUY DIAID yo Yaoddng 
Sore eee ae ~ uornejjsiuupy 


000‘7$ 40 NOILYNIVA V NO 


HLNOW U3d S3XVL ALID 


38" _ztL'tes‘er S6t 
S90°6T ver'ipe'et ZS6T 
6£9°6T 699'SP6‘ET TS6t 
LIG‘9T £0s‘tov‘Er oser 
STE"ST zzt'vte zr 6rer 
S9E"vT PG6L‘OPL'zt 8P6T 
S9E'PT pTE'L66'TE LvGt 
S8Zt 6Ls‘TSt'tT over 

S8°'zT ver‘ Poort SP6T 
SST SL¥'666'OT veer 
Sezt £95'£69‘OT Ever 
bret 8t0‘Lps‘OT 4433 
Pret 66E'TTO'TT teet 
_or0z 000‘009‘9t$ 1z6t 
_0°0% 000'00s‘9t$ 1z6r 

STA wonene, Teak 

Wy AAT passassy 


a1aVvi XVL 


SHINOSGNVHDS "3 NHOF 


T1DUOISSIWMIWIOD 


NIZLS “M G3u4 


11OACW 


VES 
wY'T 
we 
Ss 
O'S 
OV 
bY as 
HET 
%eE 
tt 
VEE 
%t'9 
ETL 


LSS. Sioa awosuy 42430 IY 
MEO°TL 4 Oe erasers xXBy Weasojeapy 
8t'6st'p9es ~~~ 1220) 
vr'Lzee‘6t ~~~ XBy aulosey jeisedg 
00°Z90'S ---- aoueuazuieWw Aemysipg 
0O°;0OL6 2 ~~ $}Oe4RUOD sary jeany 
00'0PS'T tae sjequay Ajsadoig 
00'00S'L) aa eee soulg 
O0'OOE ST °° = war a eee sasiyouesy 
00'00s:,. 5 ae suoljoedsuy 
OCZOL RD 55 a oe SPIUWdeg 
00°E2S' Tt. 4 aa sasuesry 
00°000‘p ~~~ XBy "240juy 40NbIz 
00°;00Ss‘zE ~~ XE 3323208319 
LEOSE loess an ae xey sajes 
LS‘9TL‘6S7$ Xey wesojeapy 


SLNAWSSASSY TVID3dS 


1d39X]3 ‘AWOONI S.,ALID 40 SADNNOS 


00S‘£0S 
6£e'79S 
6£8‘S6S 
000‘9rS 
000‘6SE 
000‘€6Z 
E16‘6Hz 
000‘rE 
o0o0s‘s9 
000‘E0T 
ZIb'spt 
000‘Ssst 
00L‘8zz 
0ZS"00S 
E9L'STZ‘TS 


183d G3G0N08a ALI3 


NVANNY *M 44dI19 
T49UOISSIWUOD 


NOQPLVGGdO S.ALIOD 410 SELOVA TIVIONVNES 


This page is sponsored by: City of Atchison 


28 


DIVISION OF YOUR TAN DOLLAR 


Administration 2.2c DIVISION OF THE City's SHARE 


Buildings and Grounds .2c "30.7 CENTS” 
OF YOUR TAX DOLLAR 
Police Dept. 3.4c 


Health .1c 


Streets, Alleys & Sewers 2.3c 


BOND & INT. FUND, 7.9¢ 


Civic Inst. .2c 


Parks and Playgrounds 1.4c 


WL, H&P. 1.8¢ 


CONSOLIDATED FUND 156 CENTS 


Fire Dept. 3.8c 


mee GARBAGE & TRASH FUND, 2.3¢ 
m™ NO FUND WARRANTS FUND, 1.1c 


m CAPITAL IMP. FUND, 1.1c 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING FUND, .2c 
FIRE PENSION FND, .9c 


JUDGMENT FUND, .7c 


fey INDUSTRIAL FUND, .8c 


BAND FUND .1Ic 


Misc. .2c 


EARL HELLENER, City Manager 


A Popular Government Without Proper Information or a Means of Acquiring itis but a Prologue to a Farce or Tragedy. — Thomas Madison. 
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The Atchison Chamber of Commerce 


Community development has been the 
object of the Atchison Chamber of Commerce 
for more than 41 years. 


In April of 1913 it had become evident 
that Atchison was being discriminated against 
in railroad rates. Local shippers were not en- 
joying the same low rates on short hauls that 
other nearby towns were. In order to remedy 
that, Leo Nusbaum, of the Dolan Mercantile 
Company, called a meeting of 11 Atchison 
shippers to discuss plans for the lowering of 
the rates. The result of the meeting was the 
formation of the Atchison Commercial Club. 
Frank Harwi was elected the first president of 
the club and W. A. Austin was the first secre- 
tary. The rate problem was soon corrected but 
the organization continued to concern itself 
with rates through the coming years. 


The Commercial Club kept that name 
until 1917. In that year problems of national 
character came up which resulted in the club 
affiliating with the U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce. At that time, the name of the local 
organization was changed to the Atchison 
Chamber of Commerce. 


On May 9, 1919, the organization was 
incorporated. Presidents since the incorpora- 
tion have been: O. M. Babcock, 1919; Shef- 
field Ingalls, 1920-1921; Theodore Intfen, 
192221924-" Hee Mizenmlae oat 2 7pm ene 
Thomas, 1928-1929; C. M. Chandler, 1930- 
1931; E. Blair Hackney, 1932-1933; Don 
Ashmun, 1934-1936; John Savory, 1937-1938; 
W. W. Hetherington, 1939; W. W. Blair, 
1940; Frank Todd; 1941; R. A. Jacobs, 1942- 
1943; Fred Stein, 1944-1946; S. T. Schicktanz, 
part of 1947; Herbert G. Ham, part of 1947, 
1948, and part of 1949; F. S. Puliver, part of 
1949 and 1950; Rex Thorning, 1951; R. O. 
Johnstone, 1952-1953; A. C. Ferrell, 1954. 


Accomplishments of the organization 
have been many. Some of the more important 
include: working for the covering of White 
Clay Creek through the business district, work- 
ing for the establishment of the city manager 
form of government, highway improvements 
in the area, bringing Pillsbury Mill and several 
other industries to Atchison, securing the 
white-way lighting, obtaining the free bridge 
over the Missouri River, the construction of 
Amelia Earhart Stadium, obtaining a munici- 
pal airport for the city, and securing a new 
Union Station. In fact, the Atchison Chamber 
of Commerce has had a part in all of the im- 
portant improvements which the community 
has enjoyed since 1913. 


Atchisons commercial banks and building 
and loan associations have in excess of 20 
million dollars in assets. The city and com- 
munity is one of the wealthiest per captia, in 
the state. 


Atchison ranks as the fifth city in Kansas 
as an industrial city and ranks fourth in Kan- 
sas and tenth in the United States in its flour 
milling industry. It is a manufacturing point 
for corn products and the home of large mixed 
feed mills. The combined grain storage capa- 
city of the elevators and flour mills in Atchison 
totals approximately 2,500,000 bushels of 
grain. Atchison is also the home of two up-to- 
date seed concerns, which wholesale clean and 
processed seeds which are shipped throughout 
this territory. 


Other industries include an 18,000 gallon 
capacity alcohol plant; clothing factory; a book 
binding and stationery supply factory; a mau- 
soleum factory; laboratories and a_ factory 
manufacturing moisture testing equipment 
and grain germinators; a leather products 
plant; ice cream plants; a 50 ton capacity ice 
plant; two modern hatcheries; a soft drink 
bottling works; a plant manufacturing water 
heaters and softeners; and three greenhouses. 
There is also a poultry and egg packing plant 
with a capacity of 20 carloads per week; a 
wood products plant making cabinets for 
stores, a plant making wall and floor heaters 
and a huge rock and limestone quarry. 


Atchison is an important wholesale cen- 
ter. Wholesalers sell to a large area, particu- 
larly to the south and west of here. The city 
is one of the largest wholesale centers in this 
area, having a large wholesale hardware es- 
tablishment; a large wholesale drug concern; 
a sporting goods house; a tobacco and candy 
concern. 


Atchison is served by four railroads, a 
bus line, and several large truck companies. 


Agriculture 


Agriculture is a very important part of 
the business activities of this territory. North- 
east Kansas, Southeast Nebraska, Northwest 
Missouri and Southwest lowa compose a sec- 
tion often referred to as the ‘’garden spot of 
the Central West’’ and Atchison is near the 
center of this territory. The Atchison trade 
area is a section where the climate and rain- 
fall permit the greatest diversity of all horti- 
cultural and grain crops. 
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Retail 


Atchison is the leading retail center of 
Northeast Kansas. Complete and varied retail 
stocks are carried in all lines of merchandise. 
Atchison is the trade center for approximately 
45,000 people within a twenty-mile radius. 
The diversity of our industries makes it pos- 
sible to have a steady retail business, because 
in the off season on the farms hundreds of the 
farm men and women find seasonal employ- 
ment in the many Atchison industries. Atchi- 
son’s annual retail volume at the present time 
is in the neighborhood of 25 million dollars. 


Amelia Earhart Stadium 


Amelia Earhart Stadium is one of the best 
athletic plants in northeast Kansas. It has 
15 acres of land, and consists of a first class 
football playing field, a practice field, concrete 
stadium with a seating capacity of 3,500, a 
quarter mile cinder track, a regulation base- 
pall diamond with grand-stand, field house, 
and adequate parking for cars. The football 
field and the baseball diamond are both light- 
ed for night games. © 


Potato Hill Farm, a few miles southeast 
of the city, owned by Cloud Cray, Jr., was the 
farm home of the late Ed Howe, famous Atchi- 
son newspaper editor, writer and publisher. 
From this home the scenic view is impressive. 


A Lewis and Clark Marker, commemorat- 
ing that expedition, is located at the Union 
Station Plaza. 


A Kansas Historical Marker is located on 
U. S. Highway 59 just west of the city limits. 
The Kansas State Orphans Home and the State 
Receiving Home are located just at the north 
city limits. 


The Atchison County Lake is located 
northwest of Atchison. Bean Lake, the largest 
natural lake in Missouri, and Sugar Lake, 
modern lake resorts, are located in Missouri 
just across the river from Atchison. 


Bellevue Country Club located northwest 
of the city has an excellent nine hole golf 
course with grass greens, and a modern club 
house. 


Atchison Public Recreation Commission 


The Atchison Public Recreation program 
was made possible by an enabling law passed 
by the Kansas Legislature in 1945 and was 


voted on by the Atchison public on the follow- 
ing year. A one mill levy was made available 
for recreation purposes. 


A commission composed of five members 
was appointed by the school board as establish- 
ed by law. On April 25, 1947, Virgil Knowles 
became the first Recreation Director. The first 
Commission was composed of Cy Schicktanz, 
president; Herbert Ham, Leo Danaher, George 
Harper, and Clem Tuggle, with Bill Wolfe, 
superintendent of schools, and Ear! Hellener, 
City Manager, as advisory members. 


In June 1948 Knowles resigned and on 
October 1, 1948, Wayne Bly replaced him, 
coming from the Cedar Rapids, lowa, Recrea- 
tion Department. 


Mr. Bly served as superintendent of Rec- 
reation in Atchison until September of 1953 
when he resigned to accept a similar position 
at Lawrence, Kans. On October 1, 1953, 
Gordon J. Guetzlaff of Beloit, Wisc., was em- 
ployed. 


The Commission takes an active interest 
in all recreational activities of a community 
wide scope and co-operates with other organi- 
zations in providing the City with a well round- 
ed program. Attendance has increased as 
more people take advantage of the sponsored 
programs. 


To date the Recreation Commission has 
never seen fit to levy its maximum limit of 
one mill. 


The activities are planned, not just to 
keep boys and girls off the streets — a curfew 
would do that— but to provide them, and their 
grandparents, too, the opportunity to make 
effective use of their leisure time. Mr. Gordon 
Guetzlaff is Recreation Director at this time. 


County and State Officials 


County and State officials, 1954: State 
Senator, M. L. (Matt) Walters; State Repre- 
sentative, John E. Buehler; District Judge, 
Lawrence F. Day; County Commissioners, 
Herbert Ham, Roy Lewis, Orville Ellerman; 
County Sheriff, John Hawk; Under-Sheriff, 
Otis Dierking; County Clerk, T. D. Lyons; 
County Treasurer, C. C. Bacon; Probate Judge, 
Frank Hunn; Clerk of the District Court, Hal 
Waisner; County Superintendent of Schools, 
Gladys Winzer; County Engineer, John Smith; 
Register of Deeds, Doris Reece. 
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E. W. Howe and the Atchison Globe 


Next December 8, 1954, The Atchison 
Daily Globe celebrates its 78th birthday. The 
newspaper was established by E. W. Howe, 
who became famous as the ‘’Sage of Potato 
Hill’’. Howe continued the newspaper until 
he retired in 1911, turning the controlling 
interest in The Globe over to his son, the late 
Eugene A. (Gene) Howe. In 1951 Gene Howe 
sold the controlling interest to Paul Allingham 
and AI Bennett. 


The first issue of The Globe was a single 
sheet, printed on a job press, the press work 
being done at the office of the Atchison Daily 
Patriot. After three days the Patriot people 
said they could not do the work, and there was 
a brief suspension until a new press could be 
delivered from St. Louis. 


E. W. Howe came to Atchison from Falls 
City, Nebr., where he had been publishing a 
weekly paper. Four years prior to that time, 
when he was 19 years old, he founded a weekly, 
The Golden Globe, at Golden, Colo. He was a 
printer at that age and had worked in St. 
Joseph, Omaha, Denver, Cheyenne, Salt Lake 
City and all over the West. 


That first issue of The Globe was a di- 
minutive newspaper of only two pages, four 
columns wide and 14 inches deep. Each of 
the early issues was a single sheet printed on 
both sides. Howe stated editorially: “It is 
the smallest paper we have ever seen but may 
it not occur to you that it will, therefore, have 
abundant room to grow?” Howe also stated 
that The Little Globe would resemble a flea— 
small, but full of business. 


The early issues of The Globe were saucy 
but interesting and were so well received that 
the same general editorial policy has been con- 
tinued through the years. 


The first office of The Globe was in a 
room over a siore building on the site now 
occupied by the Kresge Store at 609 Com- 
mercial. Later it was moved to 520% Com- 
mercial and 6222 Commercial. In 1886 
Howe erected a building at 111-113 South 
Fifth. The present Globe building was con- 
structed in 1905. 


The first Globe Sights were printed in 
1893 and have been a daily feature since. 


Within five years after he came to 
Atchison, Edgar Watson Howe had completed 
his first book, ‘’The Story of a Country Town’”’, 
which made him famous as an author. He 
wrote several other books including, ‘’Daily 
Notes of a Trip Around the World.’’ When 
Howe retired he established *’E. W. Howe’s 
Monthly’, devoted to “information and _in- 
dignation’”’. It enjoyed immense popularity 
throughout the years it was published. He 


suspended the monthly several years before 
his death and it was continued several months 
in the Saturday Evening Post, to which Howe 
was a contributor for years. Howe died at his 
home, 1117 North Third, October 3, 1937. 
His reputation as a literary celebrity, as well 
as an editor and publisher, was world wide. 


Ed Howe quotes: 

“It isn’t sissy men who help women most, 
but rough, capable ones who can be caught 
and trained.” 

‘Don’t be discouraged. Fortify yourself 
with knowledge of your trade and of life; 
practice fairness, politeness, industry, thrift 
and you may be the next dark horse to win. 


“A gocd scare is worth more to a man 
than good advice.” 


‘‘There must be poverty to punish the 
shiftless, and encourage industry.’ 


“Gentlemen talk of government by the 
people, for the people, etc. There never was 
any such government; that was one of Abe 
Lincoln’s jokes.”’ 


| have failed to take advantage of many 
opportunities, but the world has failed in of- 
fering them.” 


“The history of mankind is one long 
record of giving revolution another trial, and 
limping back at last to sanity, safety and 
work.”’ 


“Our best and most useful men are those 
who go forward and occupy the forward posi- 
tions, and not those who only look forward.”’ 


quarters of Blish, Mize and Silliman, establish- 
ed in 1871. 


Blish, Mize and Silliman Hardware Com- 
pany is 83 years old — and we are proud of it! 
Not so proud of our old age as the fact that we 
have succeeded in keeping young in ideas and 
outlook in spite of our advanvcing years. We 
feel we have matched the progress of our 
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Nestler Clearners — ‘’What’s Worth Doing Is Worth Doing Well” 


growing country and, though 83 years old, 
have remained young, aggressive, and still 
eagerly ambitious for progress as were our 
three founders, Mr. Blish, Mr. Mize and Mr. 
Silliman, who followed the progressive trend 
of their day by going westward in 1871 to 
establish our firm in Atchison Kans. 


J. B. Silliman, then employed by the 
famous old house of Field and Leiter, now 
Marshall Field and Company of Chicago, while 
on a trip to Fort Scott, Kans., in 1870 learned 
that J. E. Wagner’s hardware stock in Atchison 
was for sale. After a trip to Atchison to look 
over the situation, he returned to Chicago full 
of dreams and enthusiasm for buying this 
small stock to take advantage of the unlimited 
opportunities the growing west offered. 


On his return to Illinois, Silliman’s en- 
thusiasm spread to his two brothers-in-law, E. 
A. Mize, an insurance man, and D. P. Blish, 
who was farming. Their plans were soon laid. 
Silliman and Blish gave up their other work 
and went west to make the deal. A few months 
later Mize joined them, and with $4,500 as a 
down payment on Mr. Wagner’s stock, plus 
their personal notes at 1% per month interest 
for the remainder, they formed the firm which 
they named Blish, Mize and Silliman. 


Such was the beginning of our firm which 
originally occupied a building measuring 22/2 
fee wide — inside measurement. Over the last 
83 years it has grown into a concern occupying 
two large warehouses and traveling 38 sales- 
men in Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, Okla- 
hema, Panhandle of Texas, Eastern Missouri, 
and Southern Nebraska. 


Expansicn did not come easily. Restricted 
capital, the grasshopper plague of 1874 which 
left the surrounding country devastated, the 
secondary post-war depression years of 1874 to 
1879, the depression of 1884, and the panic 
of 1893 — all were obstacles in our early his- 
tory which had to be surmounted. Many other 
businesses failed and dropped by the wayside 
from these adversities, but through the hard 
work and preseverance of our three founders 
our firm was able to survive. 


Having been a seller of merchandise, Mr. 
Silliman naturaly became the company’s first 
traveling salesman. Mr. Blish sometimes al- 
ternated trips wiin him, and between trips 
they did the purchasing. Mr. Mize handled 
the finances which was no small task with such 
limited capital. 


E. A. Mize was a natural-born financier, 
even though in the early days he and his 
partners had hardly enough capital to justify 
his being designated such. But he managed 
to make what money they had go a long way. 
It takes a financier to do that. 


Most of the firm’s early wholesale busi- 
ness was confined to the trade in supplies for 
the overland wagon trains. The cross-country 
freighters were rather large operations in those 
days and their traffic was profitable. The list 
of goods chiefly handled by Blish, Mize and 
Silliman in those days indicates pioneering — 
wagon bows, ox shoes, ox yokes, tarpaulins, 
walking plows, harrows, wire binders, rope, 
tires, horse shoes, and axle-grease. The firm 
bought axle-grease by the carload for creaking 
wagon wheels moving ever westward. 


During the money panic of 1907-08 the 
eastern hardware houses began taking travelers 
off the road. Blish, Mize and Silliman did just 
the opposite. Faith, courage, and their know- 
ledge of crop conditions in Kansas gave them 
their confidence. The results justified their 
enterprise in increasing their traveling force, 
and thus continued the expansion of territory 
which in the beginning had been only that 
which could be most conveniently reached by 
one or two travelers from Atchison. As op- 
portunity developed, southern Nebraska was 
penetrated; likewise western Missouri, west- 
ern Kansas; Oklahoma and Indian territory. 
Still later the panhandle of Texas, Colorado, 
and New Mexiso were added to the company’s 
field of operation. 

Arthur E. Mize, Heber B. Mize and Ches- 
ter L. Mize, all sons of E. A. Mize, J. A. Kinney, 
son-in-law of J. B. Silliman, and J. W. Barlow, 
nephew of D. P. Blish, were the second gene- 
ration in active management. This generation 
continued the growth and expansion that has 
kept pace with the growth and expansion of 
the west. Today the only surviving member of 
the second generation is Arthur E. Mize who 
is chairman of the board of Blish, Mize and 
Silliman, and continues active in the business 
after 66 years of tireless service. 

The third generation of the three found- 
ers’ descendants is now in active management 
of the company, headed by John B. Mize, who 
became president of the company in 1950, 
upon the retirement of second generation 
Heber B. Mize, who kad served the firm 
for over 50 years. John Mize has been 
with the company since 1930, and, after 
having spent five years traveling on the 
road, has served in the positions of sales 
manager, secretary, and executive vice-presi- 
dent prior to his election to the presidency. 
Other third generation descendants now serv- 
ing the company are Raymond B. Jones, vice- 
president-secretary and manager of the house- 
wares division; Edward M. White, manager of 
the sporting goods division, Chester L. Mize, 
Jr., treasurer, and W. R. Mize, sales manager. 


Donald Brcthers 1879-1893 


Prepared by Don Ashmun, nephew of the 
Donald Brothers, whose father was associated 
in their business. 
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In 1879 the three Donald Brothers, 
Walter, William and James, left Cleveland, 
Ohio, and came west looking for a location 
for a Dry Goods business. They had financial 
help of their father who had cashed in on his 
invention of the first machine method of cut- 
ting cold bar iron. 


After a survey of St. Joseph, Atchison, 
Leavenworth and Kansas City, the brothers 
selected Atchison as most promising] Their 
first store was located at 322 Commercial 
Street. A year later they interested N. P. Ogden 
of Weston, Mo., in building a three story 
structure for the retail and wholesale dry-goods 
establishment on lots now occupied by the 
Ramsay and Kresge stores. 


The Donalds introduced a number of in- 
novations in retailing in Atchison: first to em- 
ploy women as sales persons; introduction of 
pennies in pricing merchandise; closing at six 
p. m. instead of nine or ten o’clock. The pur- 
chase of a Thompson-Huston dynamo produc- 
ed current for the store and established the 
first electric ARC lights in Kansas, July 1881. 
Folks from miles around came to view the 
sight. The wholesale business prospered until 
1891, with 14 traveling salesmen. The annual 
sales exceeded one million dollars. However, 
the panic year of 1893, poor collections, and 
business failures, brought the end of the whole- 
sale division. The retail continued until taken 
over by The Ramsay Brothers in 1907. 


History of Ramsays, Inc. 


In 1859 Robert Ramsay, Sr., started a 
small dry goods store in Dumfermiline, Scot- 
land. With retailing in their blood Robert 
Ramsay’s two sons, Robert W. and Albert A., 
came to this country to seek their fortune. 
After working for several years as apprentices 
in midwestern department stores the two boys 
opened a store of their own in Pittsburg, Kans., 
in 1890. With the success of one store the 
Ramsay brothers opened other retail establish- 
ments in the midwest and continued to grow 
and expand. 


In 1907 the Donald Bros. Store in Atchi- 
son was purchased by the Ramsay group. R. 
W. Ramsay and his family moved to Atchison 
frem Guthrie, Okla., at that time and assumed 
active management. In 1934 Ronald H. Ram- 
say became manager upon the death of his 
father. 


In 1938 the store was completely destroy- 
ed by a disastrous fire which left it nothing 
but a mass of rubble. Indicating faith in 
Atchison and the future of the community the 
store was rebuilt immediately. The result 
being the modern store building you see today. 


Fitz Overalls 


At the turn of the century, overalls, so 
called, were short-waisted, scanty cut affairs 
sold generally for fifty cents. An unattached 
vest was obtainable and was eventually at- 
tached to the pants section. In 1906 some 
makers realized the need for a roomy well- 
made work garment and The Burnham-Mun- 
ger Co., of Kansas City, perfected such a 
garment and decided to give it a name. Pre- 
viously overalls were known by numbers. 


A prize was offered for a suitable name 
and someone suggested ‘’FITZ’’, due perhaps 
to the popularity, at the time, of heavy-weight 
champion Bob Fitzsimmons. The name was 
copyrighted the same year and soon became 
a household term for good overalls. Thousands 
of present day farmers valued their first pair 
of FITZ overalls, as a boy, along with their 
Sunday suit. In 1930 the Burnham Company 
discontinued the wholesale dry goods division 
and offered the overall factory for sale. Don 
A. Ashmun, a general salesman for Burnhams 
for 20 years, succeeded in organizing a com- 
pany which bought the plant and a year later 
it was moved to Atchison. 


Forty-five machine operators and office 
workers came to Atchison with the company 
and within a few months a force of 100 per- 
sons were on the payroll. A shortage of mater- 
ials during the war years was balanced by 
numerous army contracts successfully carried 
out. 

Mr. Ashmun, president and manager of 
FITZ Overall Co. from its inception until his 
retirement in 1951, was greatly assisted in 
operations by Paul G. Burns, superintendent, 
Miss Anna Lyons, office manager, Geo. W 
Koehler, traffic and assistant manager. Mr. 
Koehler having succeeded the late Walter 
Wilhelm who came from Kansas City with 
the company. 


The FITZ plant was sold in February, 
1953, to the Horton Garment Co. of Horton, 
Kans., and Kansas City, Mo., operating today 
with many former FITZ machine workers. 


History of The Snowden-Mize Drug Co. 


The present Snowden-Mize Drug Com- 
pany was organized in 1911 as the Wherrett- 
Mize Drug Co. by one of Atchisons most vis- 
ionary and public-spirited citizens, the late 
Heber B. Mize. Some of the original stock- 
holders and officers were: G. W. Pennell, W. 
A. Carlisle, Frank R. Barnes, T. E. Snowden, 
and S. T. Guerrier. 


The 56,000 square foot building, which 
is still in use, was also built by the same Atchi- 
son men. 


Mr. Wherrett, original manager, conceiy- 
ed a rather unique idea in drug distribution. 
Instead of traveling regular salesmen to write 
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orders, the saving which resulted from cus- 
tomers writing their own orders, was paid back 
to it’s customers as dividends. This plan rapidly 
placed the company into prominence as one of 
the Midwests leading wholesale eA firms. 
This plan is still in use. 


The position of leadership which the com- 
pany still enjoys can be traced directly to the 
ability and integrity of its founders and their 
successors. Mr. O. J. Schmitz, president for 
26 years, still resides in Kansas City. 


Snowden-Mize territory includes: Kansas, 
Nebraska, Western Missouri, Southern lowa, 
and Northern Oklahoma. 


Present officers are: J. Addison Mize, 
president; John C. Savory, vice-president and 
treasurer; Rex J. Thorning, vice-president and 
sales manager; Robert A. Coleman, secretary; 
and Miss Gladys Humphries, assistant secre- 
tary. 


The Fred Stein Laboratories 


The Fred Stein Laboratories was establish- 
ed in Atchison, Kans., in 1920, as engineers 
and manufacturers of radio receiving equip- 
ment and electronic apparatus. Its first loca- 
tion was in an upper floor room on the south 
side of Commercial between Seventh and Eigh- 
th Streets. The peak of employment in this 
location was 18 workers. In 1922, it moved 
to the Railway Specialty Plant at Omaha Junc- 
tion and expanded its operations to employ 
80 workers. Later it moved to the corner of 
Fourth and Kansas Avenue, further expanding 
its operations and employing 125 workers. In 
1925 they were forced to seek larger quarters 
and moved to a building on west Commercial 
Street, where the business was greatly expand- 
ed and the employment rose to a peak of more 
than a thousand employees. The trade name 
‘‘Steinite’’ had been established and the first 
successful light-socket powered radio (more 
familiarly called the no battery radio) was in- 
troduced to the American market and later to 
the world market. The approaching business 
depression and market saturation influenced 
the owners to sell the manufacturing plant to 
a group of Chicago brokers, who subsequently 
moved the manufacturing operations to Fort 
Wayne, Ind. The founder of the business, 
Fred W. Stein, elected to remain in Atchison 
and carry on the Fred Stein Laboratories, en- 
gaging in the further development of elect- 
ronic equipment. This operation was carried 
on in a building on West Main Street and in 
1932, the electronic moisture tester was de- 
veloped which is now the principal product of 
the Fred Stein Laboratories, located at 121 
North Fourth Street. They are engaged in the 
manufacturing of Steinlite Electronic Moisture 
and Oil Testing instruments which are widely 
used throughout the United States and many 
foreign countries. 


Locomotive Finished Material Co. 


The modest beginning of the Locomotive 
Finished Material Company, now a modern 
and expanding industry, traces its beginning 
back to 1872, only 18 years after the city of 
Atchison was founded. John Seaton, who had 
been a Civil War captain, came to Atchison 
to claim $10,000 offered by the city to anyone 
who would establish an iron foundry here. 
Seaton moved his 50 employees from Alton, 
Ill., to Atchison and started business in a single 
brick building on the present plant site as the 
John Seaton Foundry & Manufacturing Com- 
pany. The plant prospered and by 1905 there 
were 150 employees. The company did a sub-. 
stantial business in railroad parts and archi- 
tectural ironwork. 

Two young men, Clive Hastings and H. E. 
Muchnic, who were working for the Santa Fe 
railroad in Topeka, decided to start in business 
for themselves. They proposed to machine the 
castings made in Seaton’s shop for several 
railroads in this area. In 1906 a machine shop 
was erected adjacent to the Seaton foundry. 
The new business was a success from the 
start. It was known as the Locomotive Finished 
Material Company & The John Seaton Foundry 
Company. John Seaton was president, Clive 
Hastings vice-president, and H. E. Muchnic, 
general manager. W. S. Ferguson was secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Popular items turned out at the plant in 
those early days included caboose stoves, pis- 
ton heads, bushings, snap rings, slide valve 
cylinders, hitching posts and many other items. 
The company’s reputation grew as a manufac- 
turer of railroad maintenance parts. 


John Seaton died in 1912 at the age of 
77. Neither of his sons desired to enter the 
foundry business. The firm was re-organized 
in 1914 under the name of The Locomotive 
Finished Material Company with H. E. Much- 
nic as president and Clive Hastings as vice- 
president. The company enjoyed steady growth 
as the West developed and railroads required 
more and more materials. 

The company’s secretary, W. S. Ferguson, 
retired in 1919 and was succeeded by G. lI. 
Bromley, who retains that position today. Clive 
Hastings, who retired in 1931, is also included 
among the late officers of the company. 


The year 1924 was a landmark in the 
company’s progress, as it was in June of that 
year that the first electric arc melting furnace 
was installed. During the early stages of the 
depression in 1930, the LEM Company started 
an expansion which added the present steel 
foundry and raw material’s building. A second 
electric arc melting furnace was installed in 
the new foundry building. 

In the early 1930’s the first one-piece 
cast steel steam locomotive cylinder was pro- 
duced for the Missouri Pacific railroad. By 
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accomplishing this difficult casting job the 
plant was able to market a product much in 
demand by the railroads. 


Production of one-piece cast steel cylin- 
ders continued at an increasing pace through 
1946 and began tapering off in 1947, coming 
to a complete stop in 1948 when dieselization 
of the American railroads caused major re- 
pairs of steam locomotives to practically cease. 


In 1938 the Electro-Motive Division of 
General Motors became a customer of the 
LFM Company. It ordered four switch engine 
truck frames from the LFM which were deliver- 
ed in November, 1938. This order constituted 
LFM’s formal entry into the diesel locomotive 
truck frame business which was to replace the 
business lost from the passing of the steam 
locomotive. Electro-Motive requested that pro- 
duction be increased as rapidly as possible to 
six a day and visualized a future demand of 
10 truck frames a day. Eventually they called 
upon LFM to produce 18 truck frames per day. 

During World War || the LEM Company 
made a tremendous contribution to the war 
effort by manufacturing complex _ universal 
milling machines which were badly needed. 
Over 200 of these machines were produced. 
The plant also played an important role in the 
was effort by producing other war materials. 


The plant expansion program, started in 
1946, had to be accomplished without any 
interruption or curtailment of plant activities. 
Starting early in 1946, LFM started rebuilding 
its steel foundry facilities. 


Since the expansion has been carried out, 
the LFM Company has a working area of more 
than 653,000 square feet in its two plants 
(Atchison and St. Joseph, Mo.). Over 450,000 
square feet are under roof in both plants. 
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The reputation and position held by the 
LFM Company with America’s leading indus- 
tries can be traced to the hard work, conserva- 
tive, farsighted management and constant de- 
votion of H. E. Muchnic, founder of the LFM 
Company, over a span of 49 years. In 1952 


H. E. Muchnic became chairman of the board 
of directors and his son, W. H. Muchnic, was 
named president. 


W. H. MUCHNIC, a: q 


Within recent years an intensified plant 
expansion program at the LFM Company nas 
made it possible for the company to expand 
its field of manufacture. It has entered the 
field of heavy castings for industrial use, in- 
cluding high pressure valves, centrifugal 
pumps, castings for rock crushing equipment, 
road building machinery, automotive industry 
presses, as well as other diversified products. 


Atchison Coca-Cola Bottling Company 


The Atchison Coca-Cola Bottling Com- 
pany of today was founded as the Hekeln- 
kaemper Bros. Bottling Works, 90 years ago. 
This was the first soda water business in Kan- 
sas and its operation is still by the same family. 
It has grown to be one of the major enter- 
prises of the city. 


William Hekelnkaemper, the founder, be- 
gan business at 822 Commercial. He purchas- 
ed tne present location at 523 North Ninth 
Street, nine years later, because of a large 
well on the property which furnished an abun- 
dant supply of pure water. The firm still uses 
this water in its production. The brick building 
still in use was erected 81 years ago. 


At first, only lemon and _ sarsaparilla 
flavors were bottled. These were sold througn 
saloons, and when prohibition was adopted in 
1881, the retail outlets were closed. That year 


also William Hekelnkaemper died. The busi- 

ness was carried on by the widow and her two 
sons, Fritz and Gus. Fritz (F. W.) conceived 
the idea of creating a retail outlet for pop 
through drug stores and groceries and so the 
present method of retailing pop~ began. 


For special occasions such as Fourth of 
July and circus day, strawberry flavor was add- 
ed. Other flavors were added as the years 
passed, and the Coca-Cola franchise was ob- 
tained by the firm. Latest manufacturing and 
processing methods have kept Hekelnkaempers 
with the leaders of the industry. Fritz continu- 
ed as head of the firm until his death in 1950. 
Gus retired as production manager in 1930. 
The present officers are: president, Mrs. F. W. 
Hekelnkaemper; vice-president-treasurer and 
general manager, Dick Dempster; secretary, 
Mrs. Joe Bird (the former Irene Hekelnkaemp- 
er). Another stock-holder, Mrs. Edwin Wulff, 
is the former Lucille Hekelnkaemper, Mrs. 
Dempster, wife of the general manager is the 
former Bernice Hekelnkaemper; all are daugh- 
ters of the late F. W. and Mrs. Hekelnkaemper. 


Atchison Hospital Association 


The Atchison Hospital Association was 
organized December 4, 1912. Its first board 
of directors consisted of O. E. Gary, R. W. 
Ramsay, F. E. Harwi, Joseph Schott, Roy Sea- 
ton, T. M. Walker and W. P. Waggener. 


The property upon which the hospital 
building is now located was purchased in 
April, 1913. The plans for the hospital were 
prepared by Sayler & Seddon, architects. The 
Alpine Construction Co. being the lowest bid- 
der, was awarded the contract for the construc- 
tion of same, at the price of $22,930,00. 


T. W. Walker and Roy Seaton resigned 
in 1915 as directors and H. E. Muchnic and 
Eugene Howe were elected to fill the vacancies. 


In a Hospital Benefit Souvenir booklet 
printed in May, 1916, we find the following 
story: ‘’The hospital has every utility and con- 
venience for the efficient care of the suffer- 
ing. The hospital itself is of fire proof concrete 
and brick construction. It has two complete 
operating rooms with perfect light, sanitation 
and all modern apparatus, and is equipped to 
handle any and all surgical cases. The hospital 
has one of the finest X-Ray rooms in the west. 
The X-Ray machine alone having cost $2,000. 
The hospital has 14 single rooms, modernly 
furnished. It also has four wards with four 
beds in each ward. That the hospital has 
filled a long felt want in this community is 
best evidenced by the fact that the lives of 
several people in the past year have been saved 
because of the accessibility of this institution. 
The hospital has served 513 persons since its 
opening until April 25, 1916. The first baby 


born in the hospital was John, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Groninger of Andale, Kans., Au- 
gust i719 [4andswas a patient “of Dr. 
Horner. The first baby girl was Mary Virginia, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McCrum of 
this city, April 17, 1915, and was a patient of 
Dr. Shelly. One of the most important cases 
which the Atchison Hospital has had since its 
organization was the Caesarian Section opera- 
tion performed by Dr. Hugh Charles, which 
saved the life of Mrs. Clarence Chase, of Ef- 
fingham, and gave life to Charles Caesar 
Chase. It is an interesting fact in connection 
with this operation that the electric lights went 
out and the operation was completed by tamp 
light. Miss Grace C. Powers is superintendent 
in charge of the hospital having complete man- 
agement of the same, subject to the board of 
directors.”’ 


Following Miss Powers resignation, Miss 
lsabel Patton was employed as superintendent 
and served for 262 years. During this time a 
$30,000.00 addition was added to the hospital. 


After Miss Pattons’ resignation June 1, 
1947, Miss Rena McGauhey was made super- 
intendeni. 


The hospital now has 61 beds and plans 
are in the making for a 50 bed addition. 
During 1953, 2,476 patients were admitted. 


History of the Commerce Acceptance Co. 


The Commerce Acceptance Company 
was organized in 1925 as a partnership and 
was originally known as the Commercial Fi- 
nance Company. The original partners were 
Edward Iverson, who at that time was casnier 
of the Exchange State Bank, Balie P. Wag- 
gener, an attorney and, Courtney S. Turner, 
who was then manager of the Topeka office 
of Brown-Crummer Investment Company. 


In 1931, the partnership was incorporated 
as the Commerce Finance Company and in 
1932, George E. Wainscott, present president, 
was employed as manager. 


In 1935, the company opened its first 
branch in Leavenworth, Kans. Through the 
years, additional branches have been opened 
and at this time, the company operates seven 
offices in Kansas at Atchison, Leavenworth, 
Topeka, Kansas City, Junction City, ElDorado, 
and Wichita; four in Oklahoma at Bartlesville, 
Tulsa, and Oklahoma City (2) and one in Kan- 
sas City, Mo. At the present time, assets of 
the Commerce Acceptance Company and its 
affiliates will approximate 12 million dollars. 


The Company ranks 62nd in the United 
States among all finance, industrial loan, 
small loan and factoring and accounts receiv- 
able finance companies and is one of the very 
largest in the Mid-West. 
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History of Radio Station KARE 


A commercial radio station was first es- 
tablished in Atchison July 28, 1939, by Carl 
Latenser using the call letters, KVAK, with 
studios and offices at 6222 Commercial 
Street and the transmitter located at the south 
edge of East Atchison. It was the 14th com- 
mercial radio station in operation in Kansas, 
and the first station in the extreme northeast 
corner of the state. Starting as a 100-watt 
daytime station on 1420 kilocycles, the station 
later moved its frequency to 1450 kilocycles 
and increased power to 250 watts and unlimit- 
ed hours of operation. After a change of 
ownership the station increased power in 1948 
to 1000 watts unlimited time on 1470 kilo- 
cycles and moved the transmitter location near 
the village of Halls, Mo., to meet requirements 
of the communications commission. 


This station was acquired in January, 
1950, by the present operating firm, the Grif- 
fith-Buenning Broadcasting Co., a partnership 
composed of James M. Griffith and Paul H. 
Buenning, who established residence in Atchi- 
son. Call letters of the station were changed 
to KARE. KARE serves a coverage area of five 
counties in Northeast Kansas and an equal 
number in Northwest Missouri. The station 
has general offices and studios at Fifth and 
Kansas in Atchison. It provides news and en- 
tertainment features, with emphasis on local 
events, for listeners throughout the Mo-Kan 
area. 


History of Luxra Company 


Luxra Company was incorporated in May 
of 1946 under the laws of the State of Kansas. 
Albert S. Rasmussen has been president since 
its inception, Floyd E. Thelen of Chicago is 
executive vice-president and Ruth M. Ras- 
mussen is secretary-treasurer. 


Luxra Company today is manufacturing 
almost as many water heaters in one month as 
they did in 1947. They have plans for expand- 
ing their plant in July and August of this year, 
which will mean that they can produce many 
more water heaters than at the present time, 
and they also will fabricate many of their own 
parts. They have in the past purchased some 
completed parts. 


Atchison Airport 


The city of Atchison dedicated its new 
Airport Sunday, August 16, 1953 with cere- 
monies which began at 8 a. m. with a fly-in 
breakfast. Seventy-six out of town planes 
landed to start the dedication celebration. 


The name ‘’Amelia Earhart’’ was given 
the airport in recognition of the famous avia- 
trix who was born in Atchison. Mayor Fred 
Stein officiated at the dedication. 


A $90,000 bond election was held No- 
vember 5, 1946, for the construction and 
equipping of an airport for the city. The 
proposal passed by a vote of 1,837 for, to 
1,402 against. The federal government put 
$79,107.60 with these funds to buy the land, 
build the airport office, and construct the run- 
way. Total cost of the airport was $169,107.60. 


The location of the airport is three miles 
west of Atchison on US-73 and K-9 on a 77 
acre tract of land. The runway is 3,000 feet 
long and 50 feet wide and runs north and south. 
Services offered at the airport include hanger 
space, gasoline, oil and a restaurant. The city 
of Atchison has constructed nine T-type 
hangers. 


An organization known as the ‘Atchison 
Flying Club’” was formed in 1953 with 12 
members, who are joint owners of a small air- 
craft, thus enabling the members to learn to fly 
at a reasonable cost. Activity has shown a 
steady growth at the ‘‘Amelia Earhart’ Airport. 


Frantz Wood Products 


Frantz Wood Products, 92 years from its 
Centennial, is a comparatively young but 
unique business in Atchison. It is the only 
well equipped shop in this territory specializing 
in high quality woodwork. 


Most of its products are custom built, to 
customers or architects specification. Their 
most extensive work in a three state area has 
been the manufacturing and installation of 
church pews and furnishings, school classroom 
and laboratory equipment, as well as store 
fixtures and restaurant equipment. 


In constant production is cabinet work 
and Formica cabinet tops for local and whole- 
sale trade and miscellaneous woodwork for a 
great variety of needs. It is owned and operat- 
ed by Harry Frantz. 


History of Hayes Plumbing Company 


The Hayes Plumbing Co., 618 Kansas 
Avenue, now entering its 40th year, is one of 
the oldest firms in the city operating under 
the same management and selling the same 
product. 


It’s owner and operator, W. B. Hayes, 
opened his modest shop on the 17th of March, 
1915, after working eight years as an appren- 
tice and journeyman plumber. From this be- 
ginning, it has expanded into one of the largest 
plumbing, heating and industrial piping organ- 
izations in Kansas. Doing business within a 
100 mile radius of Atchison, hundreds of 
homes, churches, schools and factories are 
numbered among its many installations. 


The Hayes firm is well known to architec- 
tural firms and builders in a three state area. 
Mr. Hayes is known personally throughout 
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the plumbing industry, having served as Par- 
liamentarian of the National . Convention, 
President of the State Association, Mayor of 
the City of Atchison, Chairman of the Demo- 
cratic Party, President of the Chamber of 
Commerce and a member of the Board of 
Counselors of St. Benedict’s Parish. 


Today, Mr. Hayes is assisted in his busi- 
ness by his son-in-law, Leo J. Danaher, who is 
in charge of superintendence and estimating. 
His son, Jack Hayes, who learned the business 
under his father, is a successful plumbing con- 
tractor in Kansas City, Mo. 


History of Lockwood Printing Co., Inc. 


The Lockwood Co., Inc., which does a 
nationwide business on looseleaf record books, 
is an outgrowth of the Trade Printing Co., 
organized by the late C. A. Lockwood in 1903. 
The same year, the company purchased the 
assets of the Schauer-Cain Printing Co. Of- 
ficers at that time were: C. A. Lockwood, presi- 
dent; D. H. Schauer, vice-president; and R. R. 
Cain, secretary. Directors were Mr. Lockwood, 
Mr. Cain, W. L. Stalons, Mr. Schauer, and G. 
W. Meyers. 


In 1911 the name was changed to the 
Lockwood-Hazel Printing and Stationery Co., 
with C. A. Lockwood as president and E. C. 
Hazel as vice-president. 


The first business location was on the 
north side of Commercial between Fourth and 
Fifth Streets. The company moved in 1912 
to the present location in the Masonic building. 


E. C. Hazel became president when C. A. 
Lockwood died in 1936. C. H. Lockwood, son 
of the founder, purchased the minority interest 
of Hazel, who had retired, in 1944. The name 
again was changed, in 1949, to The Lockwood 
Co., Inc. Present officers are C. H. Lockwood, 
president and treasurer; H. H. Fayman, vice- 
president and secretary. Directors are Lock- 
wood, Fayman, Mrs. C. H. Lockwood, Ward 
Lockwood, and Mrs. P. E. Snowden. 


During the past 10 years, two buildings 
have been added to make room for plant ex- 
pansion. The company owns patents on its 
loose leaf county record binders which _ it 
manufactures in its own plant. Four salesmen 
are employed to cover Kansas and Missouri, 
calling on county governments. 


The company employs 32 persons and 
specializes in the production of loose leaf and 
bound records, election supplies, tax rolls, as- 
sessment supplies, etc., used by county govern- 
ments. 

An attractive gift shop also is operated 
by the company. 

C. H. Lockwood, president, was born in 
Atchison in 1898. After graduating from 
Atchison High School and the University of 
Kansas, he was manager of the Lincoln Candy 


Co., formerly located at Sixth and Kansas. In 
1929 he moved to Kansas City to enter the life 
insurance business, operating a general agency 
until 1941 when he returned to Atchison and 
became associated with the company founded 
by his father. During World War |, he was in 
officers training at Camp Grant, III. 


Lockwood’s organizations include Belle- 
vue Country Club, Elks Club, Universtiy Club 
and the Chamber of Commerce. He is aq mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Lockwood 
and his wife, the former Harriet Kinney, live 
at 1015 Riverview Drive. They have one 
daughter, Mrs. P. E. Snowden, and three grand- 
children. 


Ward Lockwood, artist, born in Atchison, 
Kans., in 1894. Graduate ot Atchison High 
School in 1912. Studied at University of Kan- 
sas and Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts 
in Philadelphia and by independent study in 
Paris and the south of France. 


His work has received numerous awards, 
has been widely exhibited and is included in 
the permanent collections of The Whitney 
Museum of American Art, New York City; 
The Duncan Phillips Collection, Washington, 
D. C.; The Addison Gallery of Art, Andover, 
Mass.; The Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts, Philadelphia; The Denver Art Museum; 
The Dallas Museum of Fine Arts; the California 
Palace of the Legion of Honor, San Francisco; 
the Santa Barbara Museum of Art; the Balti- 
more Museum of Art; the Baker Universtiy 
Collection, Wichita; the City of San Francisco. 


His murals appear in the Colorado Springs 
Fine Arts Center; the Post Office Department 
Building, Washington, D. C.; the Federal Court 
Room, Lexington, Ky.; the Post Offices of 
Wichita, Kans., Endinburg, Texas, Hamilton, 
Texas, and elsewhere 


Married Martha Clyde Bonebrake, Tope- 
ka, Kans., 1924. 

Although primarily a painter, Ward Lock- 
wood is also a teacher of art. During the sum- 
mers of 1933 and 1934 he taught with Board- 
man Robinson in the Broadmoor Art Academy 
in Colorado Springs which later became The 
Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center. In 1938 
an entirely new College of Fine Arts, composed 
of the departments of Art, Music and Drama, 
was inaugurated at the University of Texas 
and, as Chairman of the Department of Art, 
he was largely instrumental in organizing that 
Department. 

In 1948 he joined the staff of the Depart- 
ment of Art of the Universtiy of California in 
Berkeley, Calif., where he is now Professor of 
Art. He usually spends the summer months 
in Ranchos de Taos, N. Mex., where he has 
a home and studio. 


Captain, Infantry, A. D. C., World War |. 
Lieut. Colonel, Army Air Corps, World War II. 


lvan M. Denton — Penn Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
Kesse Machine Co. — 1209 Main Street 


This page is sponsored by: 


Atchison Leather Products Co. 


St. Joseph Tobacco Co. — St. Joseph, Mo. 


Clem C. Tuggle, Insurance 


Clem C. Tuggle, formerly an Atchison 
High School teacher and athletic coach, has 
successfully transferred his talents to the in- 
surance field since 1937. A graduate of the 
Home Office School for Agents, he proceeded 
almost immediately to qualify for his member- 
ship in the Million Dollar Round Table, and 
in 1954 was elected to Who’s Who in Insur- 
ance. 


Clem takes paternal pride in the growth 
of his town and is extremely active in all 
civic activities. 


Carl Van Weldon, State Champion Miler, 1933 


Clem produced many track stars but the 
record set by Carl VanWelden was probably 
the most outstanding. Carl, who is the suc- 
cessful owner of Carl’s Super Mart, was one of 
Clem’s outstanding trackmen. He won the 
State championship in the mile run in 4:32 
and also placed 4th in the National High 
School meet in Chicago in the same time. In 
those days track workouts were conducted on 
a dirt track at Martin School which made Carl's 
record more remarkable. 15 laps around 
Martin Field constituted a mile. 


Pillsbury Mills 


Pillsbury came to Atchison in 1922 when 
they purchased tne then existing properties 
of the Atchison Mills Corporation, consisting 
of one mill and 53 concrete storage tanks with 
600,000 bushel capacity. In 1927, 87 addi- 
tional storage tanks were added making an 
overall storage capacity of 1,600,000 bushels. 
ln 1929 a commercial feed plant and small 
grain elevator was erected with a capacity of 
140,000 bushels. Our Atchison feed plant 
processes and mixes approximately 300 tons 
of small grains, fish solubles and molasses 
every 24 hours for poultry and livestock feed- 


ers of the great Southwest. Our Atchison flour 
mill grinds approximately 16,000 bushels of 
Kansas hard wheat every 24 hours to make 
7000 cwt. of Pillsbury’s Best Flour for mid- 
west and eastern markets. 


Two hundred and fifty Atchison people 
earning upwards of 34 of a million dollars 
annually are busily engaged in the milling 
and processing of grains and_ ingredients, 
which if loaded into box cars and hooked end 
to end would each year stretch to Kansas City 
and back. The total investment of Pillsbury 
in Atchison is a little over 34% million dollars 
or $200,000 per employee or $250 per Atchi- 
son citizen, but we think the greatest invest- 
ment we have in Atchison is the good will and 
acceptance of the Atchison people. 


Local officials at Pillsbury in Atchison 
are: R. J. Johnstone, Plant Manager; Frank 
Hamm, Branch Manager Feed and Soy Div.; 
Roy M. Hood, Head Miller; Frank Hofacre, 
Plant Supt. of Feed Mill; and J. G. Syphers, 
Production Control and Office Manager. Mr. 
Syphers has been with Pillsbury since it came 
to Atchison in 1922. 


Atchison Leather Products Co. 


The Atchison Leather Products Company 
was founded in 1908. The original incorpor- 
aters were pioneers in Atchison industry. They 
were Messers G. K. Searles, G. T. Bolman, 
Chas. Crawford, H. W. Barkow, Martin Dilgert, 
H. B. Kessler all of Atchison, Harry E. Meyers 
and A. C. Berger of Williamsport, Pa. 


In 1915 A. C. Berger and Frank A. Bar- 
kow purchased the interests of the other stock 
holders. When F. A. Barkow retired in 1951, 
A. C. Berger and family purchased his interest 
in the company. 


In the early days they specialized in farm 
harnesses, horse collars and cut leather parts 
for the automobile industry, the canvas goods 
trade, and shoe heels for the shoe industry. 


During World Was |, World War II, and 
the Korean War they turned out special goods 
for the armed forces. 


In 1946 this company added sporting 
goods to its items, such as baseball and soft- 
ball bases, bat bags, football helmets, shoulder 
pads, blocking dummies, basketball knee pads, 
gun cases and equipment bags. 


These products are sold in every state as 
well as exported to other countries. 


Present officers and directors are A. C. 
Berger, Walter E. Berger, Dorothy Berger, Mrs. 
A. C. Berger, Mrs. Wm. H. Haupt, Los Angeles, 
Calif., Lt. A. C. ‘’Bob’’ Berger, San Antonio, 
Texas. A. C. Berger has for several years 
served as chairman of the Atchison County 
Central Republican Committee. 
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Walsh Clothing Co. 


Fifty years in the clothing business in 
Atchison is the record of James J. (Jimmie) 
Walsh, Sr., proprietor of the Walsh Clothing 
store. 


Last November 20 the Walsh Company 
celebrated its 39th anniversary and he has 
been an important figure in the great success 
of the business since his uncle, the late James 
Walsh, purchased it from George Lichtenstein 
in 1914. For 12 years before that Jimmie 
Walsh was employed in the Barth Clothing 
store. Since his uncle’s death in 1925 he has 
been sole owner and manager of the Walsh 
Clothing Co., located at 516-18 Commercial. 


In his long experience, Jimmie Walsh 
has noted many changes in the clothing busi- 
ness. Thirty-five years ago, approximately 80 
percent of the suit sales were blue serge. To- 
day there are more styles, colors and material: 
a wider range of prices, and better fits. 


Jimmie Walsh was born in Atchison No- 
vember 20, 1883, a son of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. John Walsh. On February 6, 1917, he 
married Miss Frances Nicholson of Atchison. 
They have two children, James Walsh, Jr., 
who is associated with his father at the store 
and a daughter, Miss Frances Walsh, of the 
home. 


F. A. Mangeisdorf Seed Co. 


The F. A. Mangelsdorf Seed Company 
was established in 1932 by F. A. Mangelsdorf 
and W. F. Traubel following the liquidation 
of the Mangelsdorf Bros. Company in 1931. 


The Mangelsdorf Bros. Company started 
in the retail Grocery Business at 300 Com- 
mercial Street in 1875, later moving to 424 
Commercial Street and at that point, included 
a general line of seeds in connection with the 
grocery business. The grocery line was dis- 
continued in 1892 and they devoted their 
efforts entirely to the wholesale seed business, 
erecting their main warehouse and cleaning 
plant at Eleventh and Main Streets in 1914. 


F. A. Mangelsdorf became associated 
with the Company in 1906 and in 1910 he left 
the seed business to engage in banking until 
1932, but maintained an interest in the seed 
business all during that period. 


The F. A. Mangelsdorf Seed Company 
took over the Symns Grocery Company Build- 
ing at the time it was organized in 1932 where 
extensive seed and popcorn processing equip- 
ment was installed and the business at this 
time is of a nation wide character. 


In 1934 Mr. F. A. Starr joined the Com- 
pany and later took over the duties as Sales 
Manager at which time Mr. Trauble moved to 
Ste Louis: 


T. W. Mangelsdorf, General Manager, 
became active with the Company in 1939 after 
his graduation from the University of Kansas. 


In addition to the wholesale activities of 
the Company, it contracts and has grown under 
its supervision Hybrid Seed Corn and Popcorn, 
covering about 4,000 acres of land in North- 
eastern Kansas, the crops of which are proces- 
sed and handled through its regular channels. 


The Atchison Ice Co., Inc. 


The ice industry in Atchison, with its 
allied refrigeration aspects, has come a long 
way in the past century. Natural ice, cut off. 
the nearby lakes and stored in warehouses with 
saw-dust, supplied the early needs of house- 
holds and packers.. After the turn of the cen- 
tury artificial ice became economical, and the 
Haegelin, Hazel, Weitz, Kesse, Paradise, Mil- 
ler, Howell, Moulten, and Yates families were 
active in the business. 


In 1929 the present facility operated by 
the Atchison Ice Company, was built by the 
Kansas Power and Light Company. In 1940 
P. G. Eckels and a group from Kansas City 
purchased the business and equipment. The 
firm installed a system of lockers, and a com- 
plete food processing plant, which kills, cuts, 
packages and freezes. 


Today, manufactured ice is used regularly 
by almost everyone in town. Large quantities 
are used to protect foods shipped from or 
through Atchison on the railroads. 


History of Lotus Engraving Company 


Mr. A. P. Eymann, Sr., began operation 
of a photo-engraving department in the Home 
Printing Company in 1898. He purchased this 
department in 1904 and established it as the 
Lotus Engraving Company in 1905. Mr. Ey- 
mann operated this business until 1946 when 
he sold it to Mark R. Phillips of Monette, Mo. 
In 1950 Mr. Phillips sold Lotus to Earl W. At- 
lakson who is the present owner and operator. 
ln addition to accounts in 47 of the 48 states, 
this business has served accounts in several 
foreign countries. 


A Distinguished Service Award was made 
by the State of Kansas to this firm in 1950 for 
over 50 years of continuous service in the 
manufacturing field. Lotus is the only engrav- 
ing plant in Kansas who has received this 
award and is believed to be the oldest contin- 
uously operated photo-engraving plant in the 
United States. 


In addition to photo-engraving, this firm 
does commercial photography, produces offset 
plates and negatives and does photo copying 
and silk screen work. 
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Dilgerts 


Frank Dilgert came to Atchison in 1880, 
with his parents when he was two years old. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Dilgert had lived in St. 
Genevieve County, Mo., and Mr. Dilgert was 
a gardner. Frank was married in 1899 to Ida 
Koehler. In 1902, he opened a candy and ice- 
cream business with Mr. Gore, and their part- 
nership continued to 1905. Since 1912, Diil- 
gerts Confectionery has been in the same loca- 
tion at 620 Commercial. ‘’Dilgerts’’ is known 
throughout the area for fine candies, ice-cream 
and foods. Mr. and Mrs. Dilgert celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary in 1949. 


A. S. Drury & Son, Agents 


On February 1, 1896, A. S. Drury started 
in the insurance and real estate business hav- 
ing purchased the Rogers & Carr Agency. He 
operated the business under the name of A. S. 
Drury & Co. until March 1, 1931, at which 
time he was joined by his son, R. B. Drury. 
The name of the firm was then changed to A. 
S. Drury & Son. 


In 1934 they dropped the real estate 
business and formed a small automobile fin- 
ance business until the death of A. S. Drury 
on February 19, 1942. Since that time R. B. 
Drury has operated the firm. 


Electra Manufacturing Company 


Electra Manufacturing Company has two 
manufacturing plants and two manufacturing 
divisions. Kansas City, our oldest plant, es- 
tablished in 1926, is located in Kansas City, 
Mo. 


Our plant in Atchison was established in 
1934 to do a part of our sub-assembly work. 
Since that date it has constantly grown until 
today it employs 75% of the total company 
personnel and performs all of our assembly, 
testing, packing and shipping of automotive 
products. In addition there was established in 
1950 as a part of our Atchison plant the Resis- 
tor Manufacturing division which has further 
increased the volume of business now being 
handled from Atchison. 


As previously stated Electra has two man- 
ufacturing divisions which are distinctly dif- 
ferent — Automotive and Electronic. 


Automotive Division — Our automotive 
business was originally established to manu- 
facture electrical replacement parts for auto- 
mobiles, trucks and tractors. In 26 years it 
has shown steady growth until today Electra 
is recognized as one of the national leaders 
in this field. 


Among the automotive products we man- 
ufacture are Voltage Regulators, mechanical 
starter switches, solenoid switches, dimmer 


switches, headlight and horn relays. In addi- 
tion we manufacture relays, regulators and 
switches to specifications for many manu- 
facturers. 


Distribution — Our automotive products 
are distributed nationally, under the Electra 
and Criterion brands through more than 1300 
distributors and jobbers. Internationally our 
products are presently being sold in 47 coun- 
tries. 


Resistor Division — In 1950 Electra 
entered the fast growing electronic field by 
establishing in Atchison a division to manufac- 
ture deposited carbon resistors. This is a pre- 
cision product used in many advanced elec- 
tronic devices. To name a few of these devices 
that employ our products and are well known: 
radar, sonar, computers, automatic pilots, geo- 
physical equipment, radio and television sta- 
tion equipment, weather instruments and many 
others. 


In 1952 there was an average of 160 
people employed at Electra throughout the 
year, most of whom were women. 


During the year of 1952 salaries earned 
were $363,074.24. 


On the average day they will ship more 
than 10,000 pieces of the various products 
they manufacture. Freight shipments average 
4,000 pounds a day at a relatively high freight 
rate. 


Officers: president, Gordon Groth; Atchi- 
son plant manager, Amos Zoellers; manager 
of Quality control, Vic Woodell. 


History of Company E, National Guards 


Company E, came into existence during 
the Civil War, and fought with the Union 
Forces. In 1885 Co. E was established as a 
part of the Kansas State Militia. In 1898, 
during the Spanish American War, Co. E was 
also called to serve. Co. E also saw action in 
the Philippines in 1899, in this same year the 
unit returned home and was reorganized into 
what is now the Kansas National Guard. In 
1916 Co. E served under Colonel Funston in 
the War with Mexico. In 1917 the State Guard 
was again mustered into Federal Service for 
World War |. At this time the Companies and 
Regiments were assigned in the 35th Infantry 
Division as they are today. The 35th Division 
embraces units both in Kansas and Missouri. 
From 1920 until 1940 this unit was in a ready 
reserve status, performing such duties as were 
directed by the Governor including riot duty, 
prison breaks, etc. During this period this 
unit was known as Co. A, 137th Inf. and sta- 
tioned at Atchison, Kans. World War II activi- 
ty is covered in that section. 
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Thayer Foundry 


In 1951, the Thayer Foundry received an 
award of recognition by the Kansas Industrial 
Commission for 70 years continuous operation. 
Organized by W. H. Thayer in 1881; incorp- 
orated in 1906; its highest production period 
1910 to 1921. The foundry has made machine 
parts, boiler plate, ornamental and structural 
iron castings. Base castings weighing 14000 
Ibs. used as foundation base for the K. C. Club 
were cast by Thayers. Marshall G. (Scotty) 
Fletcher, plant manager since 1931, has been 
with Thayers since 1909. 


Kansas Power and Light Co. 


The year 1870, January 28th, saw the 
beginning of The Atchison Gas Company under 
Ordinance No. 444. With the granting of a 
franchise by the City Council on August 14, 
1894, the Atchison Railway and Electric Light 
Company was legally in business with B. P. 
Waggener and Associates, the organizers, J. 
C. Fox, the first president of the Company. 
In September of the same year the company 
was sold to The Atchison Railway Electric 
Light and Power Company, B. P. Waggener, 
president. In mid December 1895 the first 
electric lights went in service to 23 customers, 
totaling 50 lamps, the entire capacity of the 
first dynamo, at a cost to the customer of 24¢ 
per kilowatt hour. On the evening of Decem- 
ber 31, the first street car went into operation. 


Growth was rapid, and in 1905 the Elec- 
tric Company purchased the Atchison Gas and 
Light Company. In 1906 natural gas replaced 
artificial and by 1919 the number of consum- 
ers had jumped to 2989 electric and 2402 gas. 
From 1910 the Company carried on through 
various ownership and name changes until 
May 31, 1927, when the Company became 
known as The Kansas Power and Light Com- 
pany. D. E. Ackers of Topeka, Kans., president 
of The Kansas Power and Light Company, was 
one of Atchison’s first KPL managers. H. E. 
Muchnic of Atchison is on the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Company. 


The Kansas Power and Light Company 
continues to enjoy growth and expansion, and 
is proud of Atchison, its people, its industries. 
Manager Stanley Munson. 


The Blair Milling and Elevator Co., Inc. 


Mr. E. K. Blair purchased the land oc- 
cupied by the Blair Milling and Elevator Co., 
Inc., in 1868 from Samuel Dickson, who was 
the first actual settler on the townsite, the 
institution having been organized in 1866. 
-In 1915, Blair Elevator Company, operated by 
J. W. and W. A. Blair, erected cement storage 
tanks to the capacity of 200,000 bushels. E. 
B. Hackney, grandson of E. K. Blair, served 


as president of the milling company from 1929 
until 1952, retiring after 23 years as president. 
He now lives in Carmel, Calif. 


The products of Blair Mills are: wheat 
flour, both bakers’ and family; Pancake and 
Buckwheat Flour; Cake Flour; Wheat Cereal; 
and Angel Food Cake Flour. The products are 
sold nationally. The wheat used in these pro- 
ducts is secured from Oklahoma, Nebraska 
and Kansas. The present officers of the com- 
pany are: W. W. Blair, president, W. H. Faw- 
cett and Victor C. Armstrong, vice-presidents; 
H. A. Marteny, secretary; H. R. Shaeffer, 
treasurer; D. S. Leahy, assistant treasurer; Jack 
Blanke, sales manager, feed division; R. P.. 
Snowden, member of the board. 


The present president of Blair Milling 
and Elevator Co., Inc., W. W. Blair, is the 
grandson of E. K. Blair, and was born in Atchi- 
son, August 4, 1907. He attended the Atchison 
public schools, Shattuck Military Academy, 
and the University of Kansas. Mr. Blair is 
president of the Atchison City Water Works, 
Inc,, past president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, member of the Presbyterian Church, 
member of Elks Lodge and former Captain of 
the National Guards. 


A merger of the Blair Milling Company 
and the Blair Elevator Corporation was made 
Gs or Aprilia Gms 53. 


Intfen’s Home Furnishers 


Intfen’s is the oldest retail establishment 
doing business in Atchison at the present time. 
The business has had four locations, namely: 
710 Commercial, 718 Commercial, 512 Com- 
mercial, and its present location 623-625 
Commercial. Intfen’s is now serving the 4th 
generation. Theodore Intfen retired from ac- 
tive management in 1935 and the store has 
been managed by L. A. Ostertag since that 
date. Walter Tschorn has been a clerk in 
Intfen’s for 45 years. Mr. Ostertag has been 
president of the company since the death of 
Theodore Intfen in 1944. From 1909 until 
1944 the establishment was owned and op- 
erated by the Intfen family. 


Atchison Specialty Manufacturing Co. 


The Atchison Specialty Manufacturing 
Company was founded in 1922 by the late Mr. 
Charles C. Cooper, a foundryman by trade who 
made and patented many plumbing items and 
foundry equipment that are used throughout 
the United States today. After Mr. Cooper’s 
death in 1943 his son, E. William Cooper, 
assumed control. The Company manufactures 
a complete line of specification material for 
the plumbing trade and is one of the largest 
of its kind and does business in all 48 states 
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and some foreign countries. At present 150 
employees and 30 sales agents are retained. 


Officers are: Russell Beck, president; E. 
Wm. Cooper, secretary-treasurer and General 
Manager; Thomas A. Moorhead, Assistant 
General Manager; Robert Jacob, Sales Man- 
ager; Carl Grienke, Jr. Executive; Frank Sker- 
ritt, Plant Superintendent. 


C. C. Gerber Electrical Contractor 


C. C. Gerber, electrical contractor, is the 
son of John Gerber and grandson of Matt 
Gerber, who was a baker in Atchison in 1858. 
Matt Gerber was born in Baden, Germany, in 
1833, and came to the United States in 1853. 
In 1858 he came to Atchison and married 
Lena Mehre, in 1859. Clarence was born in 
1891, attended public school, Trinity Lutheran 
School and business college. He drove the 
bakery wagon for his grandfather after school. 
In 1913 he opened an electrical shop and is 
now a well known electrical contractor, with 
equipment for large electrical construction, 
the present location being 723-725 Kansas 
Avenue. 


A son, Warren, is associated with Mr. 
Gerber. Another son, Clarence, Jr., lives in 
Kansas City. Employees of the firm are: 
electricians: J. R. Moore, W. F. Dipple, Wm. 
J. Wood, Eugene F. Miller, H. B. Yapel, and 
Fred Walters. Office manager is John H. 
Tabor. 


Groves Floral Company 


Groves Floral Company, next to the oldest 
firm in Atchison, was established at the pre- 
sent Greenhouse location by the late Mr. and 
Mrs. R. J. Groves in 1865, having come to 
Atchison in 1861. Their Greenhouses are the 
oldest in the State of Kansas. R. J. Groves 
conducted the business, then known as the 
Groves Greenhouses, himself, until 1915 from 
which time it has been carried on by his 
daughter, Miss Marian Groves, and grand- 
daughter, Miss Plaza Groves, and at that 
time the name became the Groves Floral Co. 


The Greenhouses were rebuilt and en- 
larged in 1916 and a little later Frank R. 
Groves, then a grower in Berkeley, Calif., came 
here to join the firm as manager. The same 
business has been conducted by the same 
family for 87 years until in 1952 when they 
discontinued ownership. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Groves raised their 
family of nine children in Atchison, three of 
whom survive: George W. Groves, St. Joseph, 
Mo., Miss Mariam and Mrs. Frank R. Groves 
of the home. 


Credit Bureau of Atchison 


The Credit Bureau of Atchison was start- 
ed in the Chamber of Commerce in the year 
1926. In 1948 it was purchased from the 
Chamber of Commerce by Mr. Jack Nevins. 
In April, 1951, Archie N. Davis purchased it 
from Mr. Nevins and it is now a privately 
owned and operated business. 


We have 5,500 files and serve the mer- 
chants of Atchison and surrounding territory. 


The Davis Letter & Advertising Company 
was added to the Credit Bureau in September, 
1951, which consists of all kinds of mimeo- 
graph work, letter writing and direct mailing. 


Midwest Solvents Company, Inc. 


In 1941 Cloud L. Cray and his associates 
founded the Midwest Solvents Company, Inc., 
in Atchison. This company has the distinction 
of being the only licensed Registered Distillery 
in the State of Kansas. 


During World War II this company was 
the lowest cost producer among 130 other 
distillers in the nation which were producing 
alcohol for the Defense Supplies Corporation. 
Subsequent to World War II the company has 
produced grain neutral spirits and alcohol for 
many of the leading distillers and rectifiers 
in the United States and has also furnished 
large quantities of ethyl alcohol and denatured 
alcohol to the United States Rubber Program 
and the United States Air Force. 


Midwest Solvents annually utilizes about 
1,800,000 bushels of Kansas grain and pro- 
duces 9,000,000 gallons of 190 proof alcohol, 
30,000,000 pounds Distillers dried feeds and 
10,000,000 pounds of wheat gluten meal. 
There are 135 people employed by the com- 
pany which has an annual payroll in excess 
of $650,000.00. 


In 1949 the company was sold to the 
Atchison Hospital Association in a transaction 
in which the owners were paid by the hospital 
association entirely from the earnings of the 
company during the ensuing years. The final 
payment was made in 1953 and today the 
Atchison Hospital Association is the sole owner 
of the distillery and the profits of the opera- 
tion are being used for the betterment of the 
facilities and services of the hospital. 


The present board of directors of the 
Midwest Solvents Company are: R. H. Ramsay, 
chairman; Cloud L. Cray, T. E. Snowden, H. E. 
Muchnic, W. B. Hayes. The present officers 
are: C. L. Cray, president; Robert P. Snowden, 
vice-president; C. L. Cray, Jr., executive vice- 
president and treasurer; J. M. Carrigan, secre- 
tary and assistant treasurer; L. F. Gardner, 
assistant secretary. 
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The Atchison Centennial Association 


Presents 


The Atchison Centurama — 


In Celebration Of r 


Atchison’s Centennial Birthday 


—oO—- 


We wish to acknowledge and thank: The fraternal, business, church and social organizations 
who have given their time and effort to the success of our Centennial; The Santa Fe, Missouri- 
Pacific and Burlington Railways who have generously provided equipment for display; The Fort 
Leavenworth Historical Museum for the use of Historical Vehicles in parades and display; The 
Atchison County Road and Bridge Dept.; the Atchison Carpenters and Builders Union, and Atchi- 
son’s Contractors, for construction of the ‘““Centurama’’ stage; Wm. Stanton, Jr., for use of the 
Hammond Organ for ‘’Centurama’’; Committees, workers, members of the Spectacle Cast and 
all who in any way contributed to the success of ‘’Centurama”’. 


The Centennial Association wishes to express special thanks to the Sponsors, many of 
whom are out-of-town friends, whose financial assistance has made this publication possible, and 
to the Patrons, who are listed: 


Jel 


PATRONS 


Dr. and Mrs. Winston L. Anderson 


Atchison Specialty Manufacturing Co. 


Blair Milling and Elevator Company 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank K. Bosse 

City National Bank 

Dr. and Mrs. Spencer Fast 

Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Gehring 

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Heiser 
George W. Kerford Quarry Company 
Locomotive Finished Material Co. 
Carl Manglesdorf Seed Store 


Ed F. Manglesdorf Seed Company 
Miller Chevrolet Company 

Fred Stein Laboratories 

Colonel and Mrs. J. G. Pillow 
Dy 18, J. lsyitlexexelm 

Bunch Motor Company 

Hixon Lumber Company 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Brittain 

The Lockwood Company, Inc. 
Blish Mize & Silliman Hardware Co. 
Luxra Company 
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Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Eymann 
Midwest Solvents Company 
McCormick Distilling Company 

B & H Shop 

Arensberg Shoe Store 

Atchison Coca Cola Bottling Company 
Happy Landings Club 

Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Weatherford 
Globe Publishing Company 

Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Pierce 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Allen 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS FOR THE HiSTORIC ALBUM 


The writers desire to acknowledge the use of the following materials in compiling this album: 


Andreas ‘History of Kansas’’ published in 1882; Sheffield Ingalls ‘History of Atchison County” 
~ published in 1916; historical data prepared by Mr. Ed Hiner of the A. H. S. faculty and his student 
assistants; the Noble Prentis ‘History of Kansas’; the Atchison Globe for past and present data 
and photos; Louis D. Brockett, Mrs. E. B. Slade, Mrs. Sheffield Ingalls have assisted with history 
and photos; and the excellent material prepared for this record by St. Benedict’s College and 
Mount St. Scholastica. Our sincere thanks to all who have assisted in compiling this material. 


Catherine and Bill Roe. 
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Underwriting 
George Ryan, Chairman 
Ed Marshall 
Howard Lockwood 
Jess Bunch 

Joe Wortman 
George Diebolt 
Steadman Ball 
Tom Young 
Anson Gray 

Jack Blanke 
Richard Mize 
William Stanton 
Gilbert Handke 


Novelties 

Lou Hausman, Chairman 
Bill Dale 

Jack Arensberg 


Beard Contest 

Rudolph Leibowitz, Chairman 
Maurice Knoch 

Frank Hundley, Jr. 

James Wolfskill 

C. C. Gerber 

Don Snyder 

Roland Noblet 

Larry Epperson 


Cast 

Gordon Guetzlaff, Chairman 
Beulah Wentz 
Mrs. Bill Roe 
Mildred Worrell 
Basil Roark 
Delbert Ehret 
Violet Randolph 
Joyce Wentz 
Leo Denny 
Roland Noblet 


Advance Ticket 

Joe Carrigan, Chairman 
Amos Zoellers 

Herb Ham 

Queen Contest 

Mrs. Fred Stein, Jr., and 
Mrs. Robert Ramsay, 
Co-Chairmen 


Patroms Ticket 
Nels Greenlund, Chairman 


Mrs. W. H. Muchnic, Co-Chm. 


STEERING COMMITTEE 
Fred Stein, Chairman 


FINANCE DIVISION 
Marcus Henry, Chairman 


Sisters of the Swish 

Mrs. Eugene Moore, Chairman 
Mrs. George Ryan 

Mrs. Phil Eckels 

Mrs. Dan Enoch 

Miss Mary Alice Norton 
Mrs. Jack Young 

Mrs. Robert Lindenmeyer 
Mrs. Ted Dittemore 
Miss Anne Neumann 
Mrs. Raymond Lacey 
Mrs. Don Bratton 


Historical Program 

Mrs. Bill Roe, and 

Bill Roe, Chairmen 

Mr. and Mrs. Archie Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. “’Vic’’ Goodknight 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hixon 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Allen 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Paris 
Miss Winifred Compton 
Mrs. Max Ball 

Louis D. Brockett 

John Dobbin 

Bill Enright 


SPECTACLE DIVISION 


Stan Munson, Chairman 
R. A. Coleman, Co-Chairman 


Dick Dempster 
Al Ogden 


Scenario and Title 
Ed Hiner, Chairman 
John McGuire 


Costume and Make-up 
Soroptimist Club 

Rena McGauhey 

Katherine Gilmore, Co-Chm. 
Properties 

Jr. Chamber of Commerce 
Bob Staley 


SPECTACLE-TICKET DIVISION 


Raymond Wyrick, Chairman 
Bud Cray, Co-Chairman 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


George Ryan 

Frank Bosse 

John Buckley 
Brownie McDonald 
Pennell Snowden 
Dolan McKelvy 
Jacke Blanke 

Jim Jeffries 
Stanley Munson 
Rose Stewart 
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Joe Carrigan 
Karl Root 

Bud Johnson 
Rex Thorning 
Cliff Runyan 
Bob Ramsay 
Dick Dempster 
Max Klein 


Official Hat 
Kiwanis Club 
Neil Dukelow, president 


Herman Feldman 
Jim Walsh 


Concessions 

J. W. Lowry, Chairman 
Tom Young 

E. Van Hyning 

Bob Ham 


Decorations 

Dee Walker, Chairman 
Ray Pace 

Walter Yost 

Glenn Dimmick 

Jerry Collins 


Ralph Martin 
Wes Babcock 


Construction 

Harry Frantz, Chairman 
Carpenters & Builders Union 
Atchison County Bridge Crew 
Atchison Building Contractors 


Spectacle Music 
W. G. Altimari 
Basil Roark 


Reserve Seat 

Fred Stein, Jr., Chairman 
Mrs. Cliff Cummings 

Jim Beattie 

Bill Foley 

Gate and Ushers 

Francis E. Hyde, Chairman 
William K. Elias 

Kenneth Sacks 

A! Anslinger 

Alvah Downing 

Robert L. Noble 


Parade 
Lloyd Bell, Chairman 


Bruce Henoch, Bands 

Earl Hoecker, Vehicle Dept. 
Jess Bunch, Horses 

Leslie Jones, Military Units 
Tom Young, Youth Parade 
Vernon Buell, Meals 


‘SPECIAL EVENT DIVISION 
Paul Allingham, Chairman 


Wesley Jones, Rex Schwein, 
Parade Line-up 


_Celebration Ball 


Lew Jacobs, Chairman 

Al Gerberich 

Millard Johnson 

Fire Works 

John Levin 

Special Days Division 
Addison Mize, Chairman 


Historical Window 
Cliff Runyan, Chairman 


Scott Puliver 
Max Ball 

Jay Reddick 
Roy Ostertag 
Jack Arensberg 
Gilbert Handke 


Sunday-Freedom of Religion 
Rev. Harold Roberts, Chairman 


Father Ambrose Keating 
Mrs. W. E. Enright 

Mrs. Roland Tyler 
Lloyd Kerford 

Mrs. Floyd Hundley 
Rudolph Leibowitz 


Monday-Armed Services 
Major Wendell Lehman, Chm. 
Alfred Anslinger 

Sgt. Karl F. Kuckelman 
William Brady 

Lt. Jack Moorhead 

Capt. Dick Nash 


Tuesday-Governor’s Day 
John Buehler, Chairman 


Don Ashmun 
A. E. Mize 
lige E. Garvey 


Wednesday-Education & Youth 
John Dobbin, Chairman 


Lawrence Mastin 
Mrs. Herman Nass 
John Means 
Delbert Ehret 


Thursday-Agriculture 
Jack Blanke, Chairman 


C. W. Vetter 
John Means 
Frank Hamm 


Claude Van Dyke 


Gene Stillings 


Friday-Labor and Industry 


W. W. Blair, and 
Frank Jaegle, Co-Chairmen 


Saturday-Transportation 


R. O. Johnstone, Chairman 
William Muchnic 


Press 

Al Bennett, Chairman 
Mrs. James C. McCrea 
Charles Spencer 


Distributive 

Dick Dempster, Chairman 
Charles Paris 

Ernest Adcock 


Homecoming 
Chester Mize, Chairman 


Housing 

John Heiser, Chairman 
Herb Ham 

Anson Gray 

Armin Soph, Sr. 

Dolan McKelvy 


PUBLICITY DIVISION 


Charles Lafferty, Chairman 


Radio 
Jim Griffith, Chairman 


Speakers 


Rev. Anthony Reilman, Chm. 


Ed Intfen 
Francis Brull 
Bob Hundley 
Lowell Dagenais 


HOSPITALITY DIVISION 
Frank Todd, Chairman 


Traffic Safety 

Chief A. D. Warnock, Chm. 
Captain Clarence Shaver 
Officer James McCubbin 


Police dept. augmented by 
Auxiliary Police 
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William Foley 

Jim Wolfskill 

Mrs. Bess Tonsing 
Mrs. Robert Ramsay 
Winifred Compton 


Promotional 


Harry Hixon, Chairman 
Edwin Marshall 


Transportation 
Dave Condon, Chairman 


Robert Noll 

Cy Weatherford 
Frank Weatherford 
Bill Weatherford 
Jim Weatherford 
Bill Enright 


DAILY CALENDAR OF SPECIAL EVENTS 


Sunday, June 20 — Freedom of Religion 
a. m.—Attend the church of your choice and join with our city in commemorating 
its one hundreth birthday. 
:00 a. m.—Reception at some of churches. 
:00 p. m.—Union Inter-faith service. Speaker, Roe Bartle, outstanding churchman and 
orator of Kansas City. Combined choirs of city under direction of Basil Roark. 
Amelia Earhart Stadium. 


Monday, June 21 — Armed Services Day 
Daily—Window Exhibits at Woolworth’s, Power and Light Co., and Wisdom Hardware. 
Railroad Displays Entire Week. — Burlington’s Locomotive Engine No. 35, replica of type used 
1870-1890, No. 1 Mail Car. Missouri Pacific - The latest in locomotive diesel 
engines, passenger cars and dining cars. Santa Fe’s Kansas Territorial Exhibi- 
tion Car. These will be on exhibition at Fifth Street and the Missouri Pacific 
tracks. Santa Fe Engine No. 811, the old steam locomotive, donated to the city 
of Atchison by the Santa Fe. On exhibition at park joining Union Station. 


10:45 a. m.—Memorial Service at Memorial Hall. 

11:00 a. m.—Exhibits at Central School. 

2:00 p. m.—AMilitary Parade. 

7:30 p. m.—Band Concert preceding the Spectacle, at Amelia Earhart Stadium. Atchison 
Community Band, W. G. Altimari, Director. 

8:30 p. m.—’’Centurama.’” Amelia Earhart Stadium. Fireworks following Spectacle. 

Tuesday, June 22 — Governor's Day 

11:15 a.m.—The Cyrus K. Holliday, Santa Fe early day train, arrives at Union Station. 

11:30 a. m.—Old Settlers Re-union, City Park Pavillion. 

1:30 p. m.—Judging of the Beards. Orpheum Theater. 

2:00 p. m.—Caravan Tour. Historical locations. Mt. St. Scholastica. St. Benedict’s College. 
Start at Centennial Headquarters. 

5:00 p. m.—Reception and Dinner for visiting mayors and the Governor. 

7:30 p. m.—Presentation of prizes for Beard Contest. Amelia Earhart Stadium. 

7:45 p. m.—Band Concert preceding the Spectacle. Stadium. Hiawatha High School Band, 


Wyatt Cooper, Director. 
8:30 p. m.—’’Centurama’”’. Stadium. Fireworks following Spectacle. 
9:00-1:00 a. m.—Centennial Ball. Grand March led by Governor, queen and Retinue. 


Wednesday, June 23 — Education and Youth Day 
9-12 a. m.—Registration at Youth Headquarters, YMCA. Get program for the day. 
9:30 a. m.—Welcome to State Board of Education at Central School. 
2:00 p. m.—Youth Parade. 
3:00 p. m.—Youth Rodeo by Tarkio Rough Riders. Amelia Earhart Ball Park. 
7:30 p.m.—Band Concert preceding the Spectacle. Amelia Earhart Stadium. Horton High 
School Band, Dwayne Hagstrand, Director. 
8:30 p. m.—’’Centurama”’. Stadium. Fireworks following the Spectacle. 


Thursday, June 24 — Agriculture Day 
9-12 a. m.—Beef and Dairy Show. Between Tenth and Eleventh on Main. 
10:00 a. m.—Old Fashioned Style Show. Orpheum Theater. Free Admission. 

2:00 p. m.—Agriculture Meeting. Speakers: Dr. A. D. Webber, Dean of Agriculture School, 
Kansas State College, Manhattan. Mr. Roy Freeland, Secretary of Agriculture 
for the State of Kansas. Winners of Beef and Dairy Show announced. 

7:30 p. m.—Band Concert preceding the Spectacle. Amelia Earhart Stadium. Troy High 
School Band, Anthony Kimmie, Director. 

8:30 p. m.—’’Centurama’’. Stadium. Fireworks following the Spectacle. 


Friday, June 25 — Labor and Industry 
9-4 p. m.—Open House at all the leading Industries. 
7:30 p. m.—Band Concert preceding the Spectacle. Amelia Earhart Stadium. Leavenworth 
High School Band, George Berentz, Director. 
8:30 p. m.—’’Centurama”’. Stadium. Fireworks following Spectacle. 


Saturday, June 26 — Transportation Day 
9-10:30 a. m.—Kansas Historical Car on display. Union Park. 
10:30 a. m.—Band Concert by Santa Fe Band. Union Station. 
11:00 a. m.—Dedication of Union Station. 
2:00 p. m.—Parade. 
7:30 p. m.—Band Concert preceding the Spectacle. Amelia Earhart Stadium. Atchison 
Community Band, W. G. Altimari, Director. 
p. m.—‘’Centurama”’. Stadium. Fireworks following Spectacle. 
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8:30 


The Atchison Centennial Association, Inc. 


Presents 


THE GRAND DRAMATIC HISTORICAL SPECTACLE 


‘Centurama 


A Cavalcade of 100 Years of Progress 


1854 — 1954 


Amelia Earhart Stadium 
ATCHISON, KANSAS 


JUNE 21st thru 26th, 1954 


PRODUCERS 
JOHN B. ROGERS PRODUCING COMPANY 


Fostoria, Ohio 


Rehearsed and Staged By LEHR M. KNOWLES 
Business Manager MAX TRIPLETT 


— STAFF — 


General Production Chairman 
Stanley R. Munson 


Co-Chairman, R. A. Coleman 


Properties, Vehicles, Livestock — Ralph Martin, Chairman 
Wesley Babcock, Co-Chairman 


Lighting and Stage Effects — The Kansas Power & Light Company 
Wardrobe and Make-up — Katherine Gilmore 
Amplification and Sound — D. D. Duttweiler 


Historical Material by Ed Hiner 
— Narrated Script Written By Lehr M. Knowles — 
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“ATCHISON” 

Po Built upon the Kansas prairies ‘ 
“Centurama Once so desolate and bare 7 Atchison 
Choral Music With her outstreched arms of welcome = High School Band 

Stands a city proud and fair. 
Basil Roark By her side the dark ved Wm. Altimari 
; Slowly wends its weary wa 
Director 


In her progress day by day. 

Years of toil and constant trying, 

Willing hands that knew no rest, 

Never satisfied with ‘‘better’’ 

! Always striving for ‘the best’. 

And today we find her standing 

On the pinnacle of fame; 

Proud of each one of her children 

Who have helped to make her name! | 
— Author, W. E. Cash | 
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1954 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Watching o’er this once- el hamlet | Director 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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“Centurama ” 
— Synopsis of Scenes — 


Scene 1. PROLOGUE. 


The Roll of Drums and The Fanfare of Trumpets herald the arrival of Atchison’s Centennial 
Queen. 


Centennial Cadets, Banner Bearers, Pages, Scouts, Flag Girls and American Jackies await 
the arrival of the Queen and her Court of Honor. (Scouts from State Home.) 


Flags of the Nations are displayed in honor of this event. 

Miss Columbia and her attendants, symbolizing the States, move to their places of Honor. 
Princess Atchison and Maids of Honor appear. 

We present Atchison’s Centennial Queen, ‘’“Miss Centurama”’. 

Coronation Ceremony (Monday night) 

Address of Welcome: ‘’Miss Centurama”’. 


The Royal procession passes in review and the story of Atchison begins to unfold. 


Scene 2. PRE-SETTLEMENT PERIOD 
The Red Men of Missouri (1724) 
Early Indian life and first contact with French explorers and military men. 


Etienne Vangard de Bourgemont and party make contact with the Indians in the vicinity 
of Atchison in 1724. 


Scene 3. LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION 1804 


Lewis and Clark and men celebrate Kansas’ first fourth of July. They explore the area here 
and name Independence Creek. 


Scene 4. COUNCIL WITH INDIANS AT COW ISLAND 1819 


Major Stephen H. Long and Military detachment impress the Indians with a show of authority 
and make a treaty with the Indians on Cow Island — A step toward making this region safe 
for settlement. 


Scene 5. THE NEW FRONTIER 1854 


(a) Mr. George Million sells his claim to land on the Kansas side of the river to Mr. J. H. 
Stringfellow and men from Platt City. 


(b) Settlers Come. 


Scene 6. FOUNDING OF THE TOWN 1854 
(a) Completion of the survey. 


(b) Auction of Town Lots. 


Scene 7. AN EARLY SCHOOL 
Attention was at once given to the education of Pioneer Children. 


‘Readin’ and Writin’ and ‘Rithmetic in a little old-time school. Amanda Meeker was the 
first teacher. 


Scene 8. “FAITH OF OUR FATHERS” 
Devout worship each according to his Faith in an Early Church. 
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“Centurama ” 


— Synopsis of Scenes — 


Scene 9. STEAMBOAT DAYS 1859 
The mighty Missouri River had much to do with the progress of settlement and develop- 
ment in the early days. Steamboat days in Atchison. 
Scene 10. THE MASSASOIT HOUSE 1860 


The Massasoit House was the center of much important social, political and general activity. 
It was a stage stop. Many men of distinction stopped there, including Abraham Lincoln. 


A social gathering and an old time dance. 


Scene 11. THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD 1860 
The coming of the Railroad and the passing of the stage coach days. 


A ceremony of celebration after the arrival of the first train. 


; Scene 12. TIME MARCHES ON 
The War Between States. 
Reconstruction Period. 


Growth of the City. 


Scene 13. THE NINETIES SO GAY 
An era of change, new inventions ushering in the auto-motive age. 


Buttons and Bows, Waxed Moustaches, high wheeled bicycles, horses and carriages. A 
Fourth of July picnic in the Gay Ninetys’. 


Scene 14. WORLD WAR 1 
The world safe for Democracy. We thought so then. 


Scene 15. MARCH OF TIME 
World War || Honoring the men and women of the Armed Forces of America. lwo Jima 
Tableau. 
Scene 16. ATCHISON’S BOOK OF FAME 


Those men and women who have gained national and international recognition. 


Scene 17. LEADERS OF TOMORROW 


Glorifying the Modern School and placing the responsibility for leadership in the world 
tomorrow on the shoulders of the Youth of today. 


The Atchison High School students and Band. 


Scene 18. “CENTURAMA” 
Grand Finale Spectacle. 


Panorama of Past Achievement. 
Vision of the Future. 

Universal Peace. 

National Anthem. 


PLEASE — 


Spectators are urgently requested to remain at their seats until after the fireworks display 
in order that all may witness/the great Finale Spectacle. 
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FIREWORKS 


= Gastomenaractersi 


The voices you hear in the narration of 
“Centurama”’: Paul Buenning, Buddy Wend- 
ling, Dick Dempster, John Buehler, Miss Hazel 
Broshous, Mrs. Will Gamble, Miss Mary Linder, 
Larry Weingardner, Ed Arthur. 


Scene I, Prologue: (Note: Due to printing 
deadline, the members of this cast and some 
other casts were not yet available.) 


Indians, Scene 2: Larry Wohlgemuth, 
Sponsor; Mr. and Mrs. Chris Torkelson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Floyd Lauffer, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Cole, Mr. Lawrence Barrand, Billy Lloyd, Stan- 
ley Low, John May, James Fowler, Johnnie 
Rogers, Bill Dorsey, Larry McCray, Allen Sut- 
terfield, Mr. and Mrs. Drexel White, Barbara 
White, Carol White, Stephen White, Mary 
Dorsey, Bill Frankenberger, Henry Jones, Mrs. 
Jim Griffith, Mignon Griffith, Mrs. C. W. Hib- 
ler, Winifred Compton, Bobby Stanton, Paul 
Lanferman, Bernard Trompeter, George Red- 
inger, George Neville, Dick Vogt, John Keig, 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Kasten. 


Lewis and Clark Expedition, Scene 3: 
Scene Sponsor, Ed Sinclair; Mike Brown, Bob 
Dunster, Jim Martin, Bob Montgomery (Lewis), 
Dick Kaaz (Clark), Dean Laverentz, Bob Fast. 


Council on Cow Island, Scene 4: Scene 
Sponsor, Larry Page; Francis Brull (Wiley), 
Vernon Cole, W. F. Allison, Bill Haegelin, 
Clement Klein, Vernon Lundstrom, Bill Arens- 
berg, Frank Skerritt, Warren Gerber, Fred 
Johnson, Glenn Lacy, Larry Page, George Mc- 
Lenon (Major Long’s Officer), Tom Bush. 


The New Frontier, Scene 5: Scene Spon- 
sor, Mrs. William Roe; Mr. and Mrs. Earl 
Atlakson, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hundley, Mr. 
and Mrs. Vincent Tharp, John Martin, Mrs. 
Max Klein, Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Ehret, Mr. 
and Mrs. Warren Tharp, Mr. and Mrs. Arch 
Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Summerwell, Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Hunn, Mr. and Mrs. Orean 
Hale, Mr. and Mrs. Leon J. Alexander, Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Krusemark, Mr. and Mrs. Darrell 
Stith, Mr. and Mrs. Warren Pike, Jim Morris, 
John Morris, Kenneth Burdette, Ralph Stan- 
ton, Werner Allison, Charles Stinson, George 
McLenon, Barbara Page, Marilyn Hoecker, 
Barbara Hoecker, Penny Paris, Wanda Brown, 
Janet Gerardy, Sally Highfill, Ruth Krusemark, 
Linda Tharp, Marilyn McLenon, Charles Page, 
Jerry Young, Billy Roe, Larry Lein, Robert 
Krusemark, William Krusemark, Stanley Alex- 
ander, Wandell Lynn Hale, Eric Tharp, Steve 
Tharp, Jim Tharp, Bill Summerwell, Donna 
McGrew, Donna Shults. 


Founders of Town, Scene 6: Scene spon- 
sors, Roland Noblet and Charles Falconer; 
Charles Falconer as J. H. Stringfellow, Robert 
Falconer as Peter T. Abell, Dale Mosslander 
as J. N. Burnes, Ed Arthur as Senator David R. 
Atchison, Bill Demmon, Bill Reece, Gilbert 
Pickrell, Loren Bradley, Wyatt Butler, Robert 
Scott, Clarence Shaver, Bob Hanshan, Elmer 
Banks, Wilson Dobbs, Roland Noblet, Bob 
Bonnell, Gerald Pening. 
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The Early School, Scene 7: Teacher, Mrs. 
Charles Stinson; Connie Furhman, Sandra Van- 
diver, Marcia Noblet, Cheryl Stith, Vicki 
Gerber, Peggy Montgomery, Vicki Wheeler, 
Dennis Jones, Dick Noblet, Johnny McGuire, 
Mike Stith, Kenneth Nye, David Johnson, 
Danny Fuhrman, Tom White, Jimmy Kelly, 
Kenneth Page, Stevie Moore. 


Steamboat Days, Scene 9: Sponsors, G. 
A. Grouse and Lee Hall; Melvin Besette, Taylor 
Mincie, Glen R. Gillespie, Lars Larson, Haskell 
Brown; Passengers: Mrs. Glen Gillespie, Patty 
Gillespie, Roy Gillespie, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Mc- 
Bride, Denny McBride, Kenneth Burdette, 
Sharon Worrel, Betty Gross, Mary Gonzales, 
Vergil Tetter, Mrs. Elmer Banks, Mrs. Nick 
Covelli, Sandra Covelli, Mrs. W. R. McGregor, 
Mrs. Al Mangelsdorf, Mrs. Harry Van Liew, 
Linden Kasten, Mrs. Elmer Banks, Mrs. Wil- 
liam McGregor, Mrs. Harry Lehnherr. 


Massasoit House and Old Time Dance, 
Scene 10: Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Dierking,, 
Mr..and Mrs. Jack Hamlin, Mr. and Mrs. Nor- 
man Ellis, Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Sacks, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lewis Case, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Scarlett, 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Breneiser, Mr. and Mrs. 
David Banker, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Turner, Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Arnold, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Sin- 
clair, Mr. and Mrs. Max Donaldson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl Kuckelman, Helen Comer, Jay Ma- 
gers, Mr. and Mrs. John Seever, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Ebbs; Extra men: Joe Clark, Ernest 
Sacks, Eric Hoffman, Leslie Jones, Ezra Cook. 


Civil War Soldiers, Scene 12: Sponsor, Amos 
Zoellers; Albert J. Wohlgemuth, Jr., Robert 
Bullard, Richard Ryan, Dick Alberts, Bob 
Wagner, Darrel Wilson. 


Gay Nineties, Scene 13: Sponsor, Mrs. 
William Roe; Lawrence Mastin, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bart Utz, Mrs. George Michaels, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Bartlett, Mrs. Carie Van Liew, Mrs. 
Rex Thorning, Mrs. Hubert May, Mrs. Noel 
Montgomery, Mrs. Charles Barrow, Brucie 
Gillespie, Robert L. Jacobsen, Sylvester O. Ny- 
hart, Dorothy Benitz, Joan Staley, Janet 
Antonson, Ruth Taylor, Virginia Reys, Pat 
Franzel, Olive Franzel, Anne Moore, Amelia 
Ostertag, Margaret Sherer, Alfreda Meinert, 
Dottie Bennett, Lowell L. Carson, John Hays- 
lett, Leonard McCray, Gary Long; Bathing 
Beuaties: Marjorie Burdette, Isabel Kautz, 
Shirley Ellyson, Helen Pickman, Colleen Jaegle, 
Mrs. J. L. Gearhart, Jean Bonfield, Mayor A. C. 


Ferrell and members of ‘400’ Block Gang. 


Leaders of Tomorrow, Scene 17: Physical 
Education: Karen Hawk, Jimmy Mae Hundley, 
Joyce McCoole, Mary Kay Johnson, Bob Ryan, 
Ronnie Clarkson, David Thorning, Tom Wy- 
rick; Home Economics: Zibbie Gillespie, Janet 
Worrell, Faye Proctor, Elosie Satterfield, Pat 
Bump; Commercial: Ted Martinez, Gloria 
Helton, Dick Peterson, Sharon Bledsoe; Sci- 
ence: Carol Hamrick, Mary Lou Hamrick, 
Stanley Lowe, Sonny Thompson; Social Science: 
Gary Alexander, Robert Ward, Loretta Jones, 
Dorothy Wohlgemuth. 


Centennial Queen Candidates are pictured at a recent meeting at the Hotel Atchison where they received the 
contest rules. In the top photo, sitting, from left: Marji Van Liew, Mrs. Helen Arthurs, Shirley Ellyson, June Knight, 
Virginia Sullivan, Jackie Bean, Lois Brown, Helen Jaegle, Marlene Muncie, and standing, Jo Bewley, Gladys Johnson, 
Arlet Hanshaw, Peggy Wilburn, Bonnie Padgett, Susan Ball, Helen Pickman, Marjorie Burdette, Carol Peak, Ruthie 
Kibler, Lorena Harness, Melba Lou Comer. In the lower picture, sitting, from left: Dorothy Meharry, Bonnie Davenport, 
Shirley Gore, Patsy Ernzen, Julie Wendling, Joan Daly, Barbara Maxwell, Thelma Harvey, Gere Anderson, and standing, 
Mary Kay Broshous, Connie Zschoche, Barbara Laurie, Helen Parrett, Juliana Jacobsen, Gloria Helton, Carol Berger, 
Jean Althaus, Shirley Ham and Rosemary Weatherford. Barbara Maxwell represented her sister, Mrs. Robert Cassity, 
at the meeting. Other candidates not pictured are Dwyn Hegarty, Marjorie Roark and Louise Tosterud. 
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Gold Seal Certificate Underwriters 


Balie P. Waggener 

William H. Muchnic 

William B. Hayes 

Fred W. Stein 

John C. Savory 

Robert O. Johnstone 

John H. Mize 

Carl W. Dingess 

Lloyd Kerford, Sr. 

Robert H. Ramsay 

Gloudm la Grayson 

The Atchison Specialty 
Manufacturing Co. 

Charles J. Ellison 

Stillings Brothers Hardware 
& Feed Co. 

Fred Farmer 

The Allen Motor & Implement Co. 

Arensberg Food Store 

Ann Marshall 

Janet Sue Marshall 

Fax Roberston 

Marjorie M. Brockett 

May’s Style Shop 

Berry Brothers Hatchery 

The Luxra Company 

Armin Soph 

J. B. Russell, Inc. 

Leo Nusbaum 

Benjamin B. Utz 

A. E. Mize 

Rudolph’s 

Lowell Carson 

W. P. Lambertson 

Reed Larson 

Bertha Phillips 

Bob Bump 

The .Senior League 

The Commerce Acceptance Co. 

The City National Bank 

The Atchison Coca Cola Bottling Co. 

Bill Roe 

John T. Willis 

The Hays Sheet Metal Works 

Arthur Metz 

Claude Glaman 

The Mullins Bros. Hardware Co. 

Claude Van Dyke 

Virginia Tonsing 

Tonsing’s Book Store 

Dale Franklin Buell 

Estella Chapter, O. E. S. 

Ralph Martin 

Harres Martin 

The Walsh Clothing Co. 

Hilligoss Shoe Store 

The Globe Publishing Co. 

Ball Brothers Drug Co. 

Kan-Mo Propane Service 

Al-Roy Barber Shop 

H. D. Cowan 

W. C. Jacobs 

Robert Ferrell 

Judith Ann Ferrell 

James Ferrell 

Vick’s Bakery 

Thompson’s Restaurant 

Foley’s Cleaners 

Intfen Grocery 

Levin Home Appliance Co. 


Kaff Drug Store 

R. P. Zimmerman 

W. E. Muchnic 

Ball, Lowry and Page 

C. H. Jacobs 

E. W. Butler 

Malcolm MacLaren 

Denver Brittain 

Runyon Jewelers 

The Lockwood Co., Inc. 

W. L. Anderson 

Leo Pusch 

Pillsbury Mills, Inc. 

Ed F. Mangelsdorf & Bros., Inc. 
L. L. Weatherford 

Band Box Cleaners 

Barnes Furniture & Appliance Co. 
United Department Stores 

The Little Store 


Carolia Prichard and 
Dorothy Jane Hanson 


Margaret Roach 

The Martin School 

Wilma P. Miller 

Litwin’s Department Store 
Alfred Cole 

Eugene S. Berney 


Hicks & Thompson 
Conoco Service Station 


Edwin T. Wulff 

Thomas V. Byrne 

Robert O. Brown 

The Intfen Furniture Co. 
Newlin & Rogers 

Ann Collins 

Wilson & Co. 


The Blair Milling & Elevator Co., Inc. 


Henderson & Sons 

C. E. Sanders Service Station 

J. Harry Lloyd 

Searles T. Bolman 

R. B. Drury 

Ronald H. Ramsay 

Dorcas Carlisle Ramsay 

Arensberg Shoe Store 

Bell Shoe Store 

George H. Falter 

Julia Ann Wendling 

Dannen Mills 

Raphael J. Wendling 

Vivina Wendling 

R. C. Wendling 

Helen Townsend 

Touslee Motor Co. 

H & M Buick-Pontiac Co., Inc. 

Atchison Flower Shop 

Nestler Cleaners 

DeCoursey Creamery Co. 

The Fortnightly Club 

Florence Barth 

Clarice L. Hegarty 

Margaret Davis 

F. A. Mangelsdorf Seed Co. 

The Stanton Mortuary 

Bessie Bell 

A. P. Bishop 

The Hanna Candy Co. 

The Yost Motor Co. 

The Krusemark Printing Co. 

Morning Star Lodge No. 4, 
A. F. and A. M. 
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Joyce Wentz 

Charles W. and Marguerite Lafferty 
Candreia Cafe 

Clem Tuggle 

The Buckley Awning Co. 
Sawin & Dyer Mortuary 
Atchison Leather Products Co. 
John E. Buehler 

Walter F. Stuebinger 

John Paolucci 

William R. Cochran 

Joseph Hinnen 

The Saunders Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
Velvet Ice Cream Co. 

Frank Skerritt 

Hale Service Station 

Atchison Hardware Co. 

The Red-E-Mixed Concrete Co. 
Hixon Lumber Co. 

Jess Bunch Motor Co. 

George W. Kerford Quarry Co. 
W. R. Mize 


A. E. Mize 
Can ae Mize 
R. B. Jones 
T. J. Dunning 
R. M. Binkley 
F. S. Johnson 
E. M. White 


George McLenon 

Robert C. McKee, Jr. 

Mary Francelia McKee 
William R. Selby 

J. C. Penney Company 

Joe M. Carrigan 

Dean Miller ; 

The Reddick Furniture Co. 
Eugene and Dorothy Moore 
Commerce Savings & Loan Association 
Commerce Investment Co. 
Hotel Atchison 

Bush Radio & Appliance Co. 
The Altrusa Club 
Exchange National Bank 
Independence Home Unit 
F. W. Woolworth Co. 

Earl and Virginia Robertson 
Miller Chevrolet Automobile Co. 
Edwin A. Marshall 

Robert M. Noll 

Ira R. Morrison 

Kansas Power & Light Co. 
F. P. Gehring 

Safeway Stores, Inc. 

Radio Station KARE 

Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
Charles S. Brady 

Frederick Stein, Jr. 

A. L. Gray 

Gerardy Supply Co. 
National Cleaners 

Geiss Page 

Helen and Leona Ostertag 
Amity Court No. 1 

T. E. Garvey 

Brenner’s Tobacco Store 
Cloud L. Cray, Jr. 
Montgomery Ward & Co. 
L. D. Fisher 

John M. Miller 


Wilson & Company, Inc. 


Wilson & Co., Inc., one of America’s 
greatest meat packers, is quite proud that it 
has been able to play a role in the development 
of Atchison during its first 100 years. 


Since March, 1920, when Wilson first 
established a poultry plant here in Atchison, 
the company has been an important part of 
the city’s economy. Not only have several gen- 
erations of Atchison citizens found work in 
the Wilson poultry plant, but this area also 
has been developed into one of the finest 
chicken and turkey raising centers in the 
nation. 


For the past 34 years, Wilson’s local plant 
has been producing fine poultry and eggs for 
the rest of the country. In addition, it has 
been producing frozen eggs and egg solids 
for wide distribution. 


At the present time remodeling work is 
going on to convert the egg dryer so it can 
dry egg albumen which is used in candy and 
pastry icing as well as all of the new white 
cake mixes on the market. 


Wilson is continuing to increase its local 
operations with plans to install a new blast 
freezer this summer. This is the most modern 
equipment for freezing ready-to-cook poultry. 
For the past year all poultry and turkeys have 
been processed under the supervision of the 
United States Department of Agriculture. 


Discussions also are under way regarding 
the raising of commercial broiler chickens in 
this area. This additional operation of the 
Wilson poultry plant will mean greater em- 
ployment for local citizens as well as increas- 
ing the volume of business for feed, lumber 


a SCS A CN GE ES ZS CN 


Aireus casi A 
) 
2) 
d 


uh 


Interest will be added at the fo cpa = S ; 
rate of one per cent. per month J SSA oe 
from date of sale on all bills not 


( paid within thirty days 


All unpaid bills subject to ) 
sight draft without notice 


Prepay charges onall remit- ) 
nces. 4 


> 
s 


(GOR OOo 


_Ooe= Ay § 
ey) 


and other local businessmen and income to 
farmers who will be raising the broilers. 


Manager Dean Ingalsbe of the Wilson 
plant summed up his firm’s sentiments with, 
“The first 100 years were just a start.” 


Hixon Lumber Company, Inc 


Hixon Lumber Company, Inc., originally 
G. C. Hixon & Company. G. C. Hixon & Com- 
pany, manufacturers and dealers in lumber of 
La Crosse, Wisc., and Hannibal, Mo. The logs 
were cut near La Crosse, Wisc., by M. G. C. 
Hixon and floated down the Mississippi to - 
Hannibal, Mo., where Mr. A. W. Pettibone 
ran a saw and planing mill. 


In 1867 the Hixon Lumber Company of 
Atchison was established. Atchison was chosen 
because it was the furthest point west on the 
river and also on the Hannibal and St. Joseph 
Railroad over which the finished lumber could 
be shipped from Hannibal. 


Mr. G. W. Pennell came from Honeye, 
N. Y., to Hannibal as bookkeeper for Mr. Petti- 
bone. He worked there approximately three 
years then moved to Atchison as manager of 
the yard. Mr. Pennell worked in Atchison about 
two years then bought the yard from Mr. Hixon 
and ran it personally until May, 1917, when 
he sold it to T. E. Snowden. 


Mr. Snowden ran the yard until 1945 
when he turned over the active management 
to his son, Robert P. Snowden, the present 
manager. Robert P. Snowden and Pennell 
E. Snowden are grandsons of Mr. G. W. 
Pennell. 
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The City National Bank of Atchison 


BET 


The City National Bank of Atchison, was 
organized July 9, 1919, by James W. Orr, 
George W. Pennell, J. W. Blair, C. W. Fergu- 
son, and H. H. Hackney, and was granted a 
National Charter on July 25, 1919. The bank 
has operated continuously since that time in 
the same location. 


Since the present management took 
charge in 1940 the assets have increased from 
$1,000,000.00 to $5,800,000,00, and capital 
increased frcm earnings from $100,000.00 to 
$375,000.00. 


The present board of directors is: A. D. 
Blythe, W. H. Bodendoerfer, P. A. Brown, Her- 
man Bubb, F. F. Dilgert, Maurice P. O'Keefe, 
Robert H. Ramsay, Robert G. Volk. The pre- 
sent officers are: F. F. Dilgert, chairman of the 
board; A. D. Blythe, president; P. A. Brown, 
vice-president; Robert G. Volk, exec. vice-presi- 
dent; W. H. Bodendoerfer, cashier; Earl G. 
Oswald, assist. cashier; Winifred Compton, 
assist. cashier; and W. J. Foley, assist. cashier. 


The Exchange National Bank 


The history of the Exchange National 
Bank has been covered elsewhere in this book. 
The present bank site is Sixth and Commercial; 
the building was completely rebuilt in 1950. 
At this time also the most modern furn- 
ishings and equipment were installed. The 
bank cor.tains a night depository and a drive- 
in service at a rear window. There is also a 
room in the basement for committee meetings 
or civic club organizations. 


The present resources of the Exchange 
National Bank total $11,193,926.83. The 
total invested capital and reserves total 
$660,654.71. Total deposits, $10,533,272.12. 


The present board of directors is: W. W. 
Hetherington, John A. Adair, John H. Mize, 
William H. Muchnic, George H. Ryan, John 
C. Savory, Frank G. Todd, Balie P. Waggener, 
Millard J. Johnson, and Jerome G. Pillow. The 
present officers are: John A. Adair, president; 
George H. Ryan, vice-president; Millard J. 
Johnson, vice-president; Clement D. Klein, 
cashier; Bernard J. Beattie, assistant cashier; 
inactive. officers: Balie P. Waggener, vice- 
president; and Jerome G. Pillow, vice-presi- 
dent. John Adair purchased controlling in- 
terest in 1953. Oldest Bank in Kansas — Older 
than the State of Kansas. 


Rock Island Railroad 


The Rock Island Railroad came to Atchi- 
son in 1872, when the line originally planned 
from Kansas City to Leavenworth was extend- 
ed to Atchison. For many years the Rock 
Island maintained a depot at Winthrop, and 
a ticket office at 308 Commercial in Atchison. 
The first agent here was H. J. Gleason, from 
1872 to 1876, and the second was H. C. 
Golden, who served from 1876 to the early 
1880's. 


A round trip daily except Sunday con- 
tinues on the Rock Island between Atchison 
and St. Joe by the way of Rushville, and the 
Rock Island track is used also by the Santa 
Fe and Missouri Pacific. The Rock Island train 
from St. Joe arrives here at noon and leaves 
on the return trip about 15 minutes later. 


|. W. Davis has had a part in Rock Island 
activities at Rushville since 1914, when he 
went there as a telegraph operator. He has 
been employed by the Burlington all that time 
as operator, station agent and tower man, a 
position he still holds at the age of 68. 


In the late 1850’s Abraham Lincoln de- 
fended the railroad’s right to build a bridge 
across the Mississippi River, opposed by steam- 
boat interests. It was carried to the Supreme 
Court and finally decided in 1862, after Mr. 
Lincoln became President. 


An engine made for the Rock Island call- 
ed ‘’The America’, the boiler jacket of German 
silver and many of the appliances of sterling 
was run in 1871 from Chicago on completion 
of the line to Leavenworth, with General U. S. 
Grant, then President of the United States, 
and General Beauregard, noted Confederate 
leader ,as guests. The two generals, who had 
opposed each other during the Civil War, be- 
came fast friends on that trip. 


The first train robbery by Jesse James 
and “his boys’’ is said to have been on the 
Rock Island west of Adair, la., in June, 1872. 
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The Burlington Railroad and Peehicon 


Although not many local .residents may 
remember the Platte County Railroad Company 
and the Atchison and Saint Joseph Railroad 
Company, history records them as having play- 
ed leading roles in the growth and development 
of the Atchison territory. 


It was 95 years ago, October 15, 1859, 
to be exact, that the Platte County Railroad, 
under charter authority of the Atchison and 
Saint Joseph Railroad, completed a 19.4 mile 
line of rail leading from a connection with the 
historically colorful Hannibal and St. Joseph 
Railroad in St. Joseph, Mo., to Winthrop (East 
Atchison), Mo. With the completion of this 
new line and its subsequent connection leading 
into Atchison, the railroad joined as an ally, 
those pioneers seeking to conquer the frontier 
territory and begin a new life in the West. 


The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Rail- 
rcad Company is the successor to the Platte 
County Railroad, Atchison and Saint Joseph 
Railroad and Hannibal and St. Joseph Rail- 
road. 


Early History of Missouri Pacific 


The first Missouri Pacific rails were laid 
21 miles from Leavenworth to Atchison, in- 
corporated in 1867, as the Leavenworth, Atchi- 
son & North Western Railroad, and merged 
the following month with the KSL&A to form 
the present Missouri Pacific combination. 


The Missouri Pacific Railroad Company 
of Kansas was formed June 14, 1881, to build 
the line from Atchison to the Nebraska state 
line, the 48 mile stretch being completed early 
in ‘82. Meanwhile the Missouri Pacific of 
Kansas was merged on December 30, 1881, 
with the Missouri Pacific Railroad, and the 
Missouri Pacific of Nebraska was organized 
July 25, 1881, forming a 101 mile track from 
the Kansas state line to meet the Union Pacific 
at Papillion, Nebr. 


Construction in Northern Kansas began 
with the Atchison & Pike’s Peak Railroad, in- 
corporated by special act of the Territorial 
Legislature of Kansas February 11, 1859. This 
company was authorized to construct a rail- 
road from Atchison westwardly in the direction 
of Pike’s Peak, and it acquired the rights of 
the Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad, under the 
Pacific Railways Act of Congress of 1862, to 
Government aid for the 100 miles west from 
tre Missouri River. Construction was started 
about 1865 and by January ‘67 some 40 miles 
of road had been built westward from Atchison. 
At completion of this construction the name 
of the company was changed to Central Branch 
Union Pacific Railroad. This company com- 
pleted construction of the remaining 60 miles 
westwardly to Waterville, Kans., on January 
20, 1868. 


Jay Gould had acquired control of the 
Central Branch at the time he was negotiating 
with the Union Pacific interests for exchange 
of stock on a share for share basis in a pro- 
posed merger of his Kansas Pacific with the 
Union Pacific. Gould lost and in the settle- 
ment, Union Pacific acquired control of the 
Central Kansas Branch Railroad. 


On June 30, 1898, the Missouri Pacific 
acquired the capital stock of the Central 
Branch Union Pacific Railroad, and the capital 
issues of the rest of the properties were acquired 
the following year. On July 8, 1899, a merger 
was completed of the Central Branch Union 
Pacific Railroad, Atchison, Colorado & Pacific, . 
and Atchison, Jewell County & Western, the 
merger company taking the name of the 
Central Branch Railroad. 


Ten years later, in August, 1909, the 
Central Branch Railroad was merged with 
others to form the Missouri Pacific Railway. 


Atchison officials are: R. D. Pierce, divi- 
sion freight and passenger agent; W. A. Cat- 
lett, assistant superintendent, R. B. Merriman, 
trainmaster. 


The Union Depot 


The Union Depot and its employees 
serve all railroads entering Atchison. The 
depot employees are: ticket agent, J. E. Herod; 
telegraphers: Wallace Mattocks, W. A. Smith, 
Jeanette Smith; baggage clerks: V. W. Patton, 
L. G. Scheid, L. E. Bryan, M. C. Hawk, R. W. 
Worrel, and W. J. Strayer. 


Orpheum Theater 


Orpheum Theater, one of Atchison’s fin- 
est recreation centers, is operated by Harry |. 
Hixon and E. Van Hyning. In former years, 
this theatre had been operated by the Fox 
Theatre interests. In 1953, the building’s 
interior was completely remodeled, with new 
refrigerated air conditioning, new staggered 
seating, a 32 by 20 foot seamless screen, and 
excellent directional sound equipment. It can 
use the present day methods of projection in- 
cluding 3-D and Cinemascope. The manage- 
ment strives to bring to Atchison the finest 
in entertainment. 


Frontier Drive-In Theatre 


The Frontier Drive-In Theatre, located 
across the bridge in East Atchison, has been 
in operation four years. It has capacity of 500 
cars, a concession stand, and play equipment 
for children. It features family entertainment, 
in which the children of any age may accom- 
pany their parents. 
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Ferol Preston Gehring 


Ferol Preston Gehring, known to most of 
northeast Kansas as ‘’Doc’’ Gehring, came to 
Atchison November 1, 1938, from Oklahoma. 
He was graduated from Bartlesville (his birth 
place) Oklahoma High School, studied archi- 
tecture at Kansas State College, Manhattan, 
and practised architecture in Ponca City, New 
Orleans, Chicago and New York City. 


Before coming to Atchison he was a con- 
tractor and builder in Kansas, lowa, and II- 
linois, and has been busy building ever since. 
Mr. Gehring is known for his versatility in the 
constructive field. ‘’Doc’s’’ many building and 
remodeling projects are too numerous to men- 
tion in this brief space, as his handi-work is 
evidenced everywhere in Atchison and _ sur- 
rounding country. Gehring and his wife, Sue, 
and one of their sons, Ferol P. Gehring, II, live 
in the family home at 513 North Sixth. Their 
other son, John Gehring, and his wife, Virginia, 
and their two little girls live at 805 St. Joseph 
Street. 


In addition to many of Atchison’s finest 
residences ‘‘Doc’’ has constructed or remodel- 
ed: Snowden-Mize offices, Runyan Jewelry, 
Exchange National Bank, A & P Store building, 
Dr. Wallace office, Atchison Specialty Co., 
Foundry and office, Stanton Chapel, Condon 
Motors, and the Safeway parking lot, to list 
just a few. 


Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. 


_ The first telephone in Atchison was built 
in 1882 by a local company and bought that 
year by the Missouri and Kansas Telephone 
Company, predecessors of the Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Company. 


In 1898 a competing exchange, the Atch- 
ison Telephone Company, moved into Atchi- 
son and a rate war waged between the two 
companies until a bad sleet storm wrecked the 
property of the newer company. Theodore 
Gary, one of the pioneers of early telephone 
history, took over the Atchison Telephone Com- 
pany and obtained sufficient money to rebuild 
the plant and install a new magneto switch- 
board. About the same time, the Missouri 
and Kansas Company rebuilt its plant and 
put ina more modern, common battery system. 


In 1910, the Missouri and Kansas com- 
pany built a new fireproof building at the 
location of the present telephone building and 
the Atchison Telephone Company was bought 
by Southwestern Bell Telephone Company from 
Mr. Gary and the two companies consolidated. 


The 1954 traffic department has 50 em- 
ployees; manager, Edythe Bilimek; night man- 
ager, Mildred Berry. The plant department 
has eight employees under Frank Neeley, wire 
chief. Business office employees: Opal Brandt, 
Ruth Ann Heiser and Wilma Neece. District 
manager, Max Klein, on temporary assignment 
to other duties. Temporary district manager, 
Ike Jones. The annual payroll amounts to 
$190,000.00. 5383 phones are now in service 
in Atchison. 


Dave Condon Motor Company 


Dave Condon, Cadillac and Oldsmobile 
dealer, has been in business here since 1926. 
Dave was born in Stanton, Va.; and reared in 
Macon, Ga. He lived in the South until enlist- 
ing in the army during World War |. 


Mrs. Dave Condon, secretary-treasurer of 
the firm and known to her many friends as 
Fern, has played an important role in the suc- 
cess of the motor company. She is a native 
of Atchison. 


When he first came here Dave Condon 
was employed in the George E. Hendee garage. 
He and Clay Lott, who is still with him, started 
their own garage in the old Schneider building, 
which occupies what is now a part of the city 
hall site, and moved to the old Cain mill build- 
ing on the southwest corner of Sixth and Kan- 
sas Avenue in 1929. That year Mr. Condon 
bought Mr. Lott’s interest in the business. 


In 1940 the Dave Condon Motor Co. 
moved to the former Kessler-Barkow Saddlery 
Co. building at 305-07 Commercial, occupying 
it until a disastrous fire October 3, 1947, which 
gutted the building. Mr. and Mrs. Condon 
then bought the present building at 400-02-06 
Commercial, former warehouse of the Blish, 
Mize & Silliman Hardware Co., and moved into 
it immediately after the fire. 


Remodeling work in the building was com- 
pleted late in August, 1948, and the new home 
of the motor company was officialy opened 
September 2, 1948. 


Jim Jeffries was recently appointed sales 
manager of the firm. Ralph Bomhoff and 
Glenn Sutlief are in charge of the used car 
lot which the Dave Condon Motor Co. operates 
at Second and Commercial. 


The firm has 10 other full time em- 
ployees: Clay Lott, service manager; Donald 
Andrews, parts manager; Frank Condon, who 
is a brother of Dave; Earl Sharp, Marvin Coffey 
and Clarence Wolf, mechanics; Dale Miller, 
lubrication; Guy Wheeler, body man and 
painter; George Bruce, car washer; and Elijah 
Cluke, car polisher. 
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Ed F. Mangelsdorf & Bro., Inc. 


August F. Mangelsdorf, Sr., and his 
brother Wm. Mangelsdorf, Sr., originally op- 
erated a grocery store on lower Commercial 
Street and gradually started handling seeds 
in connection with their grocery buiness. Later 
the handling of seed became the more im- 
portant part of the business so the grocery end 
was discontinued. 


In 1875 The Mangelsdorf Bros. Seed Co. 
was established and started operations on 
lower Commercial Street. Later the firm built 
a large elevator and cleaning plant on Main 
Street just east of where the Pillsbury elevator 
now stands. This plant was later destroyed by 
fire. In the meantime the firm had built the 
large modern warehouse and elevator at Eley- 
enth and Main so that the loss of the one 
plant by fire did not seriously curtail their 
operations. 


The management of the business was con- 
tinued by the sons of the original founders and 
later the name was changed to the Mangels- 
dorf Seed Company. 


After some years Ed. F. Mangelsdorf, who 
had been associated with his cousins in the 
business, withdrew from the firm and moved 
to St. Louis where he and his brother, Albert 
H. Mangelsdorf, established a seed business 
under the name of Ed. F. Mangelsdorf and Bro. 
Incorporated. This firm acquired ownership of 
the Mangelsdorf Seed Co., in Atchison in 1933 
and has continued to operate the plant here 
ever since. A few years ago a large modern 
popcorn plant for handling of popcorn was 
built just west of the main cleaning plant. 


The main office of Ed F. Mangelsdorf & 
Bros., Inc., continues in St. Louis where they 
also have a modern and efficient seed handling 
plant. Ed Mangelsdorf, Sr., is now chairman 
of the board and his brother, Albert H. 
Mangelsdorf, also of St. Louis, has succeeded 
him as president of the firm. 


The Atchison plant is under the manage- 
ment of Alfred Mangelsdorf, Sr., who is a 
grandson of August F. Mangelsdorf, Sr., one 
of the original founders of the seed business 
in Atchison. Other employees of the Atchison 
plant are: Charles W. Hibler, assistant man- 
ager; Tom McNamara, sales manager; Lee 
Stuckey in charge of popcorn and hybrid seed 
corn; Albert S. Jones, plant superintendent; 
Elmer Wilburn, foreman; and Merle Eylar, 
foreman of the popcorn plant. 


Joseph Haegelin 


It was 1868 when Joseph Florian Haege- 
lin came to Atchison from St. Joseph, Mo., to 
be a brewer in the August Young brewery. He 
later operated his own brewery in partnership 
with his brother-in-law, Herman Zibold. 


Joseph Haegelin’s death occurred January 
25, 1893. Mr. Haegelin was survived by his 
widow, the former Emma Zibold, and eight 
children. 


The brewery -was operated until 1907 
when Kansas prohibition made it impossible to 
continue. Emma Haegelin purchased the Zi- 
bold interest and converted the brewery into 
The Crystal Ice Company with her son, August 
H. Haegelin, as manager. He purchased his 
mother’s interest and later sold to the Kansas 
Power and Light Co. August has also operated 
the Haegelin Fuel Co., Velvet Ice Cream Co., 
and Velvet Produce. The latter two are now 
managed by his son, Joseph. August is the - 
only son of the founder who lives in Atchison. 
He and his wife, the former Mary Ganter, have 
lived at 1005 Price Blvd. since their marriage 
in 1904. Of their 11 children, only three live 
in Atchison, Joseph, Imogene and William. 


Atchison Post Office 


The Atchison Post Office was established 
March 15, 1855, and was located at 311 Com- 
mercial Street, with Robert S. Kelley as Post- 
master. On March 14, 1894, the Post Office 
was moved from 311 Commercial to the pre- 
sent building at Seventh and Kansas Avenue, 
with S. R. Washer as Postmaster. In July, 
1882, the City Carrier Service was established 
with four carriers, and the first Rural Route 
Carrier was started in July, 1900, with Ebner 
Shifflett as carrier. 


The Atchison Post Office became a First 
Class Office on July 1, 1865. The Money 
Order Business was established July 1, 1865, 
and the Parcel Post was established January 
1, 1913. The Postal Savings division was start- 
ed on October 28, 1911. 


The present Postmater is Fred J. Dono- 
van; Assistant Postmaster, Chas. E. Medlock; 
Superintendent of Mails, Alfred Seeber; Clerk- 
in-charge, John C. Moxley; City Carriers are: 
Werner Allison, Howard Barker, E. J. Boss- 
hammer, Martin Braun, Clyde Briggs, Lee Ed- 
winson, A. W. Green, Francis Hyde, Courtney 
McConnel, Merlin Millikan, George Raish, 
Nathan Repstine, Louis Vollmer, E. W. Wil- 
SOne 


Postoffice Clerks are: Herbert Barber, 
Forrest Besinger, Wyatt Butler, Robert C. Ham, 
Louis Jochems, Ross Knowles, Leslie N. Rey- 
nolds, Eugene Underwood, John B. Utz, E. W. 
Wilson, Sr. Sub carriers are: E. J. Bosshammer, 
Jr., and Donald Daigh. Rural carriers are: Ed. 
Amrein, Lloyd Holder, Roger Schooley, George 
Theurer. Custodial Employees are: Bennie 
Harper, Cornelius Taylor, and Orville Cox. 


Horton Garment Co. — ‘Creator of Gay Gibson Dresses’ 


This page is sponsored by: 


Tony’s Dairy — ‘’Home Delivery” 


Atchison County Fish and Game Association 


Roy Brink is president, Dr. Eugene Ber- 
ney, vice-president, Robert Berridge, secretary, 
Don Wolf, treasurer. Wirt Hetherington was 
treasurer throughout the clubs existence, until 
about a year ago when he had to give it up 
due to health conditions, some of the past 
officers are: Dr. Eugene Berney, who is now 
vice-president, and a life long member of the 
club, Edmond Page, Jack Cummings, the late 
Bootsie Anderson, Tom Enright, Bob Snowden, 
Harry Young, George Lentz, Clennen Keller, 
Clifford Neese, and many others. 


From September, 1940, up until 1954, 
the club has received from the Kansas Fish 
and Game Department 1,400 quail which were 
liberated in groups of ten in various good lo- 
cations. The club was instrumental in getting 
the Atchison county lakes drained and restock- 
ed with new fish. The club has several fish 
fries each year which brings together a fine 
group of sportsmen which includes a large 
number of farmers and is always a jolly event. 
The club has been working hard to get a state 
lake located in Atchison county, a lot of work 
and engineering has gone into this project. It 
is now looking favorable. The late Virg Tate 
was one of the hard workers on this project 
and loyal member of the club. The club is 
behind the newly organized Atchison youth 
conservation club, a fine bunch of boys. The 
club has incorporated these boys in as junior 
members. 


OUTSTANDING ATCHISON CITIZENS 


Space permits listing only a few of Atchi- 
sons outstanding citizens. 


Balie Peyton Waggener 


It is not difficult to classify Balie P. 
Waggener as to his position in the civic history 
of Atchison. A leading attorney, statesman, 
progressive citizen, builder, farmer and stock- 
man, friend of all children, captalist, and 
public benefactor are some of the terms which 
might be applied to him. 


He was born in Platte county, Missouri, 
July 18, 1847, a son of Peyton R. and Soph- 
ronia Waggener. He attended public schools 
until the age of 14; then worked as toll-gate 
keeper on the old Platte City and Western turn- 
pike. He was ambitious to become a lawyer 
and entered the law offices of Otis and Glick 
in Atchison in 1866, was admitted to the bar 
in June 1867, before he was 20 years old. 
Three years later he formed a partnership with 
Albert H. Horton, which lasted until the elec- 
tion of Judge Horton to the office of Chief 
Justice of the Kansas Supreme Court in 1876. 
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Mr. Waggener’s ability and reputation 
was such that on January 4, 1876, he was ap- 
pointed general attorney for the Missouri 
Pacific Railway far the State of Kansas. On 
May 1, 1910, he was made general solicitor 
for that Company for the States of Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Colorado, his son, W. P. Wag- 
gener, succeeding him as general attorney for 
Kansas. During his 44 years law practice, he 
won an enviable position at the bar. He posses- 
sed one of the most complete law libraries in 
the United States, containing upward of 6,500 
volumes. 


In 1892 he was elected president of the 
Exchange National Bank of Atchison, which 
position he held until his death in 1918. He 
organized the Atchison Railway, Light and 
Power Company; and was the owner of the 
famous ’’Green View Stock Farm’’, comprising 
500 acres beautifully located a short distance 
west of Atchison. 


Mr. Waggener took active interest in 
local and state politices. He became one of 
the foremost leaders of the Democrat party 
and occupied a high place in its councils. In 
1869 he was elected to the Atchison City Coun- 
cil at age 21. In the year 1872 he was the 
nominee for attorney-general of the State of 
Kansas; and in 1873 was made city attorney. 
From 1889 to 1891 and again in 1895 to 97 
he was mayor of the city. In 1902 he was 
elected as representative to the State legisla- 
ture. In 1904 he was elected to the State 
Senate from a strong Republican district, serv- 
ing in sessions 1905 and 1907 and again 
elected in 1912. 


Mr. Waggener took all of the State Home 
children at some time during each legislature 
session to Topeka. Mr. Waggener was prom- 
inent in Masonic circles. He was also a mem- 
ber of the State Historical Society. 


On May 27, 1869, he married Miss 
Emma L., daughter of William W. Hethering- 
ton, prominent Atchison citizen, now deceased. 
Two children were born, William Peyton, later 
to become general attorney of the Missouri 
Pacific Railway for the State of Kansas, and 
president of the Exchange State Bank of 
Atchison; and Mabel L., wife of R. K. Smith, 
vice-president and general manager of the 
Mississippi Central Railway. 


Every year, at his own personal expense, 
he furnished free transportation, free enter- 
tainment, and refreshments to all the children 
of Atchison county who could attend his picnic. 
The Balie Waggener picnics began in the back 
yard of his home for his three grand-children 
and got so large, that they had to be held at 
Forest Park. These picnics began in 1899 and 
lasted until 1917, held annually for 18 years. 
Free picture shows were open to all at the local 
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theatre and parades were held before every 
picnic. In 1911 a record crowd of 20,000 
children attended the picnic. 


Three generations of the Waggener 
family have contributed to the building of the 
Exchange National Bank into the sound fin- 
ancial institution which it now is. Mr. Balie 
Waggener, noted statesman and attorney, 
served as president from 1892 until 1918. 
Mr. William Peyton Waggener, of the second 
generation, lawyer, kindly gentleman, and 
wise counselor to many, presided from 1924 
to 1943, Balie P. Waggener, his son, is at this 
time vice-president and a member of the board 
of directors. Cold statistics which are periodic- 
ally published and reflect the growth and 
stability of the Exchange National Bank, do 
not express it’s personality and character, 
great intangibles built by the contributions 
through the years by members of it’s organ- 
ization. 


Edgar Mattocks, Governor W. J. Bailey, 
Courtney Turner, these are only a few of the 
many fine names which will come to the mem- 
ory of readers who have called Atchison home, 
for some length of time. 


The last great loss to the Exchange Na- 
tional Bank, the grief of which is still poignant 
in the hearts of his multitude of friends, was 
the passing on to his reward of George L. 
Wolf, president ,in the Christmas season of 
last year. 


Amelia Earhart 


Amelia Earhart 


Amelia Earhart was born in Atchison, 
Kans., July 24, 1898. Amelia’s father was a 
railroad man, and so until the eighth grade 
she stayed the school year with her grand- 
mother Otis in Atchison. Amelia is remem- 
bered as a thoughtful, studious child, a serious 
reader of good literature, but interested also 
in strenuous sports and outdoor activities. Dur- 
ing the Christmas vacation of her senior year, 
she and her mother went to Toronto, Canada, 
to visit Amelia’s sister, Muriel, at St. Margar- 
et’s. It was then that Amelia decided to re- 
main in Toronto to help in the hospital. So, 
during the last year of the first World War, . 
Amelia worked as a nurses’ aide at Spadina 
Military Hospital. Her spare time was spent 
in watching the airplanes take off the snowy 
ground on skis at a nearby flying field. The 
machines fascinated her and she never got 
tired of watching them. 


After the war, Amelia went to New York 
and enrolled in Columbia University, taking all 
of the ‘‘ologies’’ that would lead toward a 
degree in medicine. Amelia’s parents were 
now living in California and after her first 
year at Columbia, she went out to join them. 
After her first ride in an airplane, Amelia’s 
mind was made up that she had to learn to fly. 
From that time on the Earharts saw little of 
her. She worked all week to earn money for 
the course and spent Saturday afternoons and 
Sundays at the airfield. After only ten hours 
of instruction at Rogers Airport, she made her 
first solo flight. After saving her hard-earned 
money for some time, and with her mothers 
help, Amelia was able to buy a second-hand 
plane. 


From this inconspicuous, but competent 
beginning, she became the world’s most fam- 
ous woman flyer. She was the first woman to 
fly the Atlantic Ocean, the first to fly the 
Atlantic alone, the first to fly an autogyro, 
and the first to make a transcontinental non- 
stop flight. She was the first woman to receive 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, and the Na- 
tional Geographic Society Gold Medal. 


On February 7, 1931, Miss Earhart mar- 
ried George Palmer Putnam. 


On June 6, 1935, Amelia Earhart came 
home to Atchison as the guest of honor at the 
State Editorial Convention. The following even- 
ing she spoke in Memorial Hall to a capacity 
audience. Many stood outside, receiving the 
program by loud speaker. It was a great night 
for Atchison. Not only were the people inter- 
ested in Amelia, but they were also interested 
in everything she had to say. It was the first 
time the city had the opportunity to pay honor 
to the most famous girl in the world who was 
born and spent her girlhood in Atchison. 


Lotus Engraving Co. — Earl Atlakson 
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On August 2, 1937, another great gather- 
ing of home folk came again to Memorial Hall 
to honor Amelia Earhart. One month from the 
day on which that last message came from the 
South Pacific, a memorial service was held for 
the famous flyer in her childhood home. The 
Reverend Burris A. Jenkins, of Kansas City, 
Mo., with the permission and appreciation of 
Miss Earhart’s husband and her mother, de- 
livered the address. 


Amelia set out on her last flight because 
she wanted to fly around the world. On July 2, 
1937, on almost the last lap of her historic 
flight, she took off from New Guinea eastward 
across the Pacific and was never heard from 
again. She had written her husband, ‘“Women 
must try to do things as men have tried. When 
they fail, their failure must be but a challenge 
to others’’. She was always aware of the 
dangers of her calling, yet so intent was she 
upon promoting aviation and of improving 
women’s place in the world that she was will- 
ing to pay with her life for accomplishing her 
purpose. Thus will her life ever stand as a 
monument to glorious achievement by a wo- 
man who was not afraid to try. 


October 1, 1937, three thousand people 
witnessed the dedication of Atchison’s $75,000 
stadium and athletic field named in honor of 
Atchison’s famous daughter, Amelia Earhart. 


John J. Ingalls 


John James Ingalls, author, lawyer, and 
United State Senator, was born in Middleton, 
Mass., December 29, 1833. After going 
through the public schools, Ingalls attended 
Williams College, at Williamstown, Mass., 
graduating in 1855. The next year he came to 
Kansas, and in 1859 was a member of the 
Wyandotte constitutional convention. In 1860 
he was secretary of the territorial council and 
was also secretary of the first State Senate in 
1867. The next year he was elected State 
Senator from Atchison county. During the 
Civil War he served as judge advocate with 
the rank of lieutenant-colonel. In 1865 Mr. 
Ingalls married Miss Anna Louisa Chesebrough 
of Atchison, and to this union were born eleven 
children. 


In 1873 Mr. Ingalls was made a candidate 
for United States Senator at a private caucus 
one night and was elected by the Legislature 
the next day. His career at Washington, cover- 
ing a period of 18 years, was one of great 
brilliancy. As a parliamentarian he was un- 
surpassed. His speeches made him famous. 
Senator Ingalls was a strict partisan, an in- 
vincible champion of any cause, and a bitter 
opponent. During his three terms in the Sen- 
ate his greatest efforts were in advocacy of 
the constitutional rights of the freedom of the 
South, and the rights of the veterans of the 


Civil War. After leaving the Senate Mr. In- 
galls retired from active life, traveled for his 
health ,and died in New Mexico, August 16, 
1900. 


The most striking feature of the design 
of the great seal of Kansas is the motto, Ad 
Astra per Aspera, with which every Kansas 
child is familiar, and which was the suggestion 
of Honorable John James Ingalls. 


His poem, ‘’‘Opportunity’’, is worthy to be 
classed with the greatest in the English lan- 
guage, and it may yet outlive his reputation 
as an orator and statesman and be his lasting 
monument. 


“OPPORTUNITY” 


Master of human destinies am |; 

Fame, love and fortune on my footsteps wait. 
Cities and field | walk. | penetrate 
Deserts and seas remote, and, passing by 
Hovel and mart and palace, soon or late, 
| knock unbidden once at every gate. 

If sleeping, wake; if, feasting, rise, before 
| turn away. It is the hour of fate, 

And they who follow me reach every state 
Mortals desire, and conquer every foe 
Save death; but those who hesitate 
Condemned to failure, penury and woe, 
Seek me in vain, and uselessly implore. 

| answer not and | return no more. 


Hetherington Family 


In 1859 William Hetherington came west 
from Milton, Pa., to the small settlement which 
four years earlier had been named Atchison. 


He shortly became established as Atchi- 
son’s first banker, dealing in ‘“exchange, gold 
dust, coin and land warrants’, as stated in an 
early newspaper announcement. He founded 
the Hetherington Exchange Bank as set forth 
elsewhere in this history. 


Webster W. Hetherington, ‘’Wirt’’ to all 
of us who love and respect him, is a member 
of the board of directors. Mr. Webster W. 
Hetherington, Wirt’s father, was also actively 
associated with the bank for many years and 
served as its president, following the death of 
eee in 1890, until his untimely death in 


Jerome G. Pillow 


Colonel Pillow was born near Columbia, 
Tenn., on August 7, 1875. His boyhood was 
passed in Arkansas. He was appointed from 
Arkansas to the United States Military Acad- 
emy at West Point, whence he was graduated 
in 1901. He was commissioned in the cavalry 
and reported at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., to 
take part in the organization of the 14th cava- 


Iry. 
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His Army service includes: duty in the 
Philippines, Hawaii, military attache to Italy 
and Albania; and combat service in World 
War |. He served with the American occupa- 
tion troops in Germany; with the General Staff 
in Washington; and six years at Fort Leaven- 
worth, three years of which were as executive 
officer of the Post. 


It was in this capacity that Colonel Pil- 
low signed the Diploma awarded to ‘“‘Ike’’ 
Eisenhower upon the completion of his Officer 
Training Course at Fort Leavenworth. This 
diploma now hangs in the Eisenhower Mem- 
orial Shrine at Abilene, Kans. 


Colonel Pillow’s decorations include: the 
Distinguished Service Medal and Meritorious 
Service Citation (U. S.), the Croix de Guerre 
with Palm and Legion of Honor (French), Order 
of the Crown of Italy, campaign medals per- 
taining to the Spanish-American War, the 
Philippine Insurrection, and World War | with 
four battle clasps. 


The Colonel has lived over 16 years in 
Atchison, from his retirement in May, 1938, 
to the present. Mrs. Pillow, who before their 
wedding on February 14, 1903, was Mary 
Louise Hetherington, shared his Army life for 
over 35 years. Asa resident of Atchison, Co- 
lonel Pillow has served as a vice-president and 
director of the Exchange National Bank and 
as a member of various civic organizations. 


Frank G. Todd 


Frank G. Todd is a native of Northeast 
Kansas, having spent his entire life in Whit- 
ing, Everest and Atchison. 


Starting in the Bank at Whiting, as a 
young man, later was employed by the Union 
Bank at Everest and became managing officer 
after learning all phases of the banking op- 
eration. 


In 1933 he was appointed to liquidate 
the Atchison Savings State Bank and after 
commuting between Everest and Atchison for 
four years, he moved to Atchison in 1937 and 
assumed management of The Commerce In- 
vestment Company and The Commerce Savings 
and Loan Association. 


Mr. Todd entered World War | as a 
private and was discharged as a Captain after 
distinguished service in France and Germany. 


Long active in Republican politics, Mr. 
Todd has never run for public office but has 
derived great satisfaction from advising and 
counseling candidates continuously for more 
than 25 years. He has been Brown County 
Chairman, Kansas Republican State Chairman, 
and at the present time is Kansas State Finance 
Chairman for the National Republican Com- 


mittee. A matter of interest regarding Frank 
is that he was successful in his term as State 
Chairman in promoting the election of Alf 
Landon as Governor and Mr. Landon went on 
from that office to be candidate for President 
of the United States. 


Frank Hunn 


“Our young people are our greatest 
asset’’. This is the statement and firm belief 
of Frank Hunn, judge of the Probate and Ju- 
venile Courts of Atchison County. Accordingly, 
Judge Hunn has made juvenile problems an 
important part of his work and a matter for 
serious study. Judge Hunn‘s approach to the - 
problem of dealing with boys and girls who 
are in trouble is one of correction; and not one 
of punishment. His aim is to do what ever 
may be done to stop the undesirable practices 
and to do everything possible to encourage a 
pattern of proper living. Judge Hunn believes 
in using every possible aid in his task and as 
a result seeks the help of the Kansas Receiving 
Home, the Atchison County Guidance Clinic, 
the School and the parents. He works in full 
cooperation with the police and county at- 
torney but feels strongly that the responsibility 
for the proper guidance of our boys and girls 
rests with the parents, and to a lesser degree 
with the School and the Church. 


J. G. Morrow 


J. G. Morrow, generally known as Gran- 
ville Morrow, came to Atchison on April 5, 
1854, two months before Kansas was open 
to settlement. At that time George M. Million 
ran a saloon in a little log shanty at the foot 
of Atchison Street, where his ferry landed. Mr. 
Morrow at once went to work for Million, as- 
sisting in operating the ferry. In the spring of 
1855, he put in a horse power ferry, in com- 
pany with John Alcorn, which they ran several 
months. In the fall of 1855, Mr. Morrow op- 
erated a side wheel steam ferry, the “’Louis 
Burnes’, in company with Dan and Louis 
Burnes, and George M. Million. In 1877, Mr. 
Morrow became captain of the steam ferry 
“Ida’’, owned by the Challisses. This ferry was 
named for Ida Challis. Altogether Mr. Morrow 
was on the river 15 years, and from this cir- 
cumstance comes his title of ‘“Captain”’. 


Third generation members of the Morrow 
family now owning and operating farm pro- 
perty in East Atchison include: Robert Morrow 
family, J. G. Junior) Morrow and Jon Morrow. 


Rey. Christian F. Reisner 


Rev. Christian Reisner, B.A., D.D.Ph.D., 
D.H.L., was born July 3, 1872. He was the 
youngest of 13 children. His father built the 
old Tremont Hotel from logs he had cut and 
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floated down the river. These logs he sawed 
and used in the building which was probably 
the birthplace of Christian. He attended the 
Lutheran School in Atchison, and graduated 
from Boston University School of Theology. 
His first sermon was preached in a little coun- 
try school near Atchison. 


When he joined the Kansas Conference 
he asked for a circuit. However he was sent 
to the London Heights Methodist Church in 
Kansas City, Kans. Here he was married to 
Miss Charity Ensworth of Hiawatha, Kans. His 
next charge was in Denver, seven years; then 
to New York City. Again this was contrary to 
his preference, which was to remain in this 
vicinity. However, he remained there 31 years. 


Dr. Reisner began soliciting funds for 
Broadway Temple, to be located at 173rd and 
Broadway, from Jews, Catholics and Protes- 
tants alike. He raised $6,000,000 for this 
great edifice, known as the “‘largest church in 
the world’. Today it is finished, and it stands 
as a monument to the life of this man. Dr. 
Reisner passed away July, 1940, and was bur- 
ied at Mt. Vernon Cemetery, Atchison. His 
widow, Mrs. Charity Reisner lives at 1109 
Kansas, Atchison, and is an active member 
of the Methodist Church. 


Marcel Wallenstein 


Marcel Wallenstein, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jake Wallenstein, was born in Atchison, Kans., 
and attended schools here. For about 20 years 
he operated a photo news service, publishing a 
pamphlet known as the Planet News Ltd. Dur- 
ing World War Il he operated an extensive 
service which dispensed a plane an hour over 
the war area to cover the front lines. This com- 
pany was sold to NEA Service Inc., after the 
war. At present Mr. Wallenstein is European 
Correspondent for the Kansas City Star, and 
lives in Paris, France. 


Lukens Family 


David Lukens, of Lukens and North, Pro- 
prietors of the Diamond Mills, was born in 
Mifflen County, Pa., December 18, 1833. He 
came to Atchison in 1857 and in 1864 pur- 
chased the ‘’Pomeroy Mill’’ at Winthrop, a- 
cross the river from Atchison. In 1877 he began 
the erection of the Diamond Mills. He married 
Miss Mary J. North and there were four chil- 
dren: Arthur, Mary, David, Jr., and Edwin. 
The three sons continued for many years in 
the milling business and were noted as men 
of the highest integrity. Not many years ago, 
their interests were sold to the Dannen Mills. 
Arthur’s deatn in 1953 leaves Ed as the sole 
surviving brother. No interest is greater than 
his in looking forward to the ‘’Centennial’’ and 
the return of his daughter and grand-children 
to join in the happy occasion. 


Conrad Voelker 


Conrad Voelker, whose family came to 
Atchison County in 1861, has for several years 
been Vehicle Commissioner of the State of 
Kansas. He was elected to the office of County 
Clerk when only 23 years of age. He finished 
grade school at the age of 10, and won out- 
standing honors in public speaking while a 
student at Midland College. His father, Con- 
rad, was known as the ‘cabbage king’’ of Kan- 
sas, and that perhaps explains the ‘green 
thumb’ of ‘‘Coony’’ who makes a hobby of 
growing prize vegetables and flowers. 


Ralph Brewster 


Ralph Brewster, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dave Condon, was born February 12, 1914, in 
Atchison. He attended Atchison public schools, 
participating in both band and glee clubs for 
four years, finishing under Bill Altimari. His 
first trumpet lessons were taken at Horner 
Conservatory of Music in Kansas City, Mo. He 
attended the University of Kansas, School of 
Fine Arts in 1932-1935, continuing work in 
voice and trumpet. He has appeared with 
Henry Halstead’s Band, as one of the well- 
known ‘’Modernaires’ Quartet’, and in pic- 
tures with Paul Whiteman, and Glenn Miller. 
He now lives in Hollywood, and is seen current- 
ly with Gordon Jenkins Band and Jo Stafford 
Televisicn Show. 


William Bracke 


William Bracke, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Bracke, has already enjoyed success in 
the literary field. Probably his best known 
work is ‘’Wheat Country’”’, a story of Kansas, 
written as an historical narrative. Bill has a 
masters degree in English and Literature from 
the University of Kansas. 


Harold Cowan 


Harold Cowan, young Hammond Organ 
stylist, has had many professional engage- 
ments since he was 16 years of age. Harold 
got his first Hammond Organ when he was 
only 14. He studied in Kansas City under 
Zena Kearney. His first engagement was in 
the Hotel Phillips, in Kansas City, Mo., when 
he was only 16. There followed engagements 
at Randles Dine and Dance at Sugar Lake, 
Mo., Thompson’s Restaurant, Atchison, and 
Gatesworth Hotel, St. Louis, Mo. Since his 
first engagement at the Hotel Phillips he has 
returned five times by popular request. At 
present, still only 18 years of age, Harold has 
had his own Radio Show for 13 weeks from 
St. Joseph. His younger sister, Julia Cowan, 
already shows the same talent, and has enter- 
tained on the electric organ locally during the 
past year. 


Walsh Clothing Co. — 516-18 Commercial Street 
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OF UVOHN FALTER 


Atchison’s Favorite Maple Tree at J. H. Mullins residence, 523 Kearney Street. 


Mr. Falter’s drawing, so graciously given 
for Atchison’s Centennial Historical Album, 
will be immediately recognized by every Atchi- 
sonian, as one of nature’s finest contributions. 
Who has not taken his family or neighbors, 
each Fall, to view again its gorgeous glory of 
color as it marks another year in its century 
of life? Though we have not the creative ability 
of the artist or the poet, our feelings are prob- 
ably best expressed by Joyce Kilmer’s poem. 


MUREESs 


| think that | shall never see 

A poem lovely as a tree. 

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 
Against the earth’s sweet, flowing breast; 
A tree that looks at God all day, 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray; 
A tree that may in summer wear 
A nest of robins in her hair; 

Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 
Who intimately lives with rain. 
Poems are made by fools like me, 
But only God can make a tree. 


— Joyce Kilmer. 


John Falter was born in Plattsmouth, 
Nebr., 1910. He was graduated from Falls 
City High School in 1928. His tendency for 
drawing and painting was evidenced at an 
early age. He furnished the art work for class 
annuals from the eighth grade to senior year. 
Mr. Falter’s art training included two years 
in the Kansas City Art Institute, and one year 
at National Art Student’s League in New Yark. 
His first commercial work was for Western 
magazines and pulp covers. His first Satur- 
day Evening Post cover was accepted in 1936. 
Since that time he has done approximately 100 
Post covers, of which at least 15 were based 
on Atchison people or scenes. His home is in 
Belvedere, Calif. He is the son of George 
Falter, Atchison clothier, for 23 years. 


Bill Altimari, band and orchestra direc- 
tor in the Atchison schools, has given 27 years 
of distinctive service to the youth of this 
community. His bands and drum and bugle 
corps have won outstanding recognition not 
only through the State, but also in National 
competition. His successes with youth follow 
the adage ‘To handle others, use your heart’’. 


Sawin-Dyer and Harouff-Buis Mortuaries — These 
firms, founded by familes well known to Atchison’s 
earlier history, are owned and operated by Jay Dyer and 
his brothers, Fred and Harold. Jay came to Atchison in 
1928 and worked first as an embalmer in the Sawin- 
Douglass Mortuary. After acquiring the above named 
business, he brought Fred and Harold to Atchison as 
associates. They are sons of a respected, hard working 
Missouri farmer, Dee Dyer. 


Henderson and Soms — Ralph Henderson, Sr., to- 
gether with his sons, Ralph Jr., and Virgil, operate a 
wholesale meat service in Atchison, Leavenworth, and 
surrounding towns. 


The Bowl — Owned and operated by Lloyd Muir 
and J. T. Willis, is a popular recreation center for bowlers 
of this area. A cafe is operated in conjunction with the 
bowling alleys. 


Schmierer Drug — Gus Schmierer purchased the 
Walgren Store here in the middle thirties after many 
years experience in Kansas City and Chicago. His son, 
Bob Schmierer, is an associate and active manager of 
the store. 


Randle’s Dine and Dance Located at Sugar 
Lake, just four miles across the bridge. Operated by 
George and lva Randle, (Pop and Mom”), serving 
chicken, steak, or sea-food dinners. 


Hotel Atchison — Owned by C. E. Edelbrock, 
managed by Mrs. Mabel Knostman, is an excellent, 
modernized hotel and a credit to the city of Atchison. 


W. J. Braun, Jr., is a native Atchisonian, and 
follows family tradition in the General Contracting 
business. 

Griffith’s Window Cleaning Service — Charles 


Griffith, owner, keeps a crew busy on home and business 
service. 


Safeway Stores — In Atchison, ably represented 
by manager Joe Wortman. Atchison’s Safeway Store is 


newly remodeled, equipped with the latest lighting, 
refrigeration and fixtures, and an enlarged, surfaced 
parking lot. 


National Cleaners — Owned by Frank Lentz. Frank 
has been engaged in this business for 32 years. In 1951 
he completed an attractive modernized drive-in building 
at 712 Kansas Avenue. 


Gerardy Supply — A wholesale and retail supplier 
of automotive parts and supplies; operated by John and 
Frank Gerardy. The firm also does automotive and 
machine service. 


Hanna Candy Co. — Owned by Mr. and Mrs, 
Dwight Hanna. Atchison’s only firm devoted exclusively 
to the wholesale distribution of cigarettes, tobacco, candy 
and related supplies. 


Bill Roe’s Service — Since July 1949 Bill has operated 
the station and Criswell Cafe ‘‘Across the bridge and 
around the curve’. In April 1953, Payless Market was 
added and is managed by Bob and Peggy Bartlett. 


Allen Motor and Implement — Beginning with a 
machine shop, the Allen firm now includes, Minneapolis- 
Moline and Massey-Harris implements; Studebaker and 
Packard agencies and well equipped service shops. Their 
new and attractive building is located at 20th and Main. 


Thompson’s Restaurant — Owned and operated by 
“Skeet’’ and Dorothy Thompson. Another couple who 
have worked together to establish one of the best known 
restaurants in the area. It is well equipped, spacious and 
capable of serving several thousand patrons daily. 


Don Parker’s Tobacco Store is located in East 
Atchison. Don established business here after getting 
out of service (World War 11). 


John Brox, a native of Atchison, has made “Brox 
He hauls farm 


for Rocks’’ a well known phrase. lime 
and rock. 
Atchison Laundry — “‘Larry’’ Marshall came here 


from Kansas City, put new life and new equipment into 
the Atchison Laundry, and today it furnishes needed 
employment and service in the community. 
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Individual Mausoleum is owned and operated by 
John Heiser. The firm manufactures a concrete vault for 
individual graves. Mr. and Mrs. Heiser came to Atchison 
from Tonganoxie, Kans. Their son, Dr. Jack Heiser, is 
a dental surgeon in Kansas City, Kans. John has, for 
years, been a very active civic worker. 


A. C. Ferrell Butane Gas Company — A. C. Ferrell 
began business in Atchison in 1938. The business has 
prospered and grown until today it is one of the most 
active in Atchison. “’Ace’’ is president of the Atchison 
Chamber of Commerce and the first vice-president of 
the National L-P Gas Association. 


Stanton Mortuary — Mr. and Mrs. William Stanton, 
Sr., came to Atchison in 1915. The present mortuary 
building was constructed in 1918. William Stanton, Jr., 
has been the active manager since 1939. Bill has been 
one of the community’s strongest leaders for many years. 
He is the president of the Board of Education. Bill is 
also an accomplished organist. 


J. C. Penney Company — J. C. Penney Company 
came to Atchison in 1917. In 1950 the store was com- 
pletely modernized. F. S. Puliver came to Atchison as 
the store’s manager in 1946. Scott served as president 
of the Chamber of Commerce in 1950, and is at present 
serving his second term on the board of directors. 


Atchison Attorneys — Atchison Attorneys include: 
Steadman Ball, James Lowry, and Edmund Page of Ball, 
Lowry & Page; John and Robert Buehler of Buehler & 
Buehler; Balie P. Waggener and Gerald Foley of Wag- 
gener & Foley; John S. May; Maurice O’Keefe, Karl 
Root, and Dolan McKelvy of O'Keefe, Root & McKelvy; 
Phil Shrack. 


Physicians and Surgeons — Atchison physicians and 
surgeons include: Winstan L. Anderson, Frank K. Bosse, 
Charles S. Brady, E. J. Bribach, Robert O. Brown, Spencer 
Fast, Ira R. Morrison, G. A. Patton, F. |. Stuart, Wayne 
O. Wallace, A. Whitaker and Edwin T. Wulff. 


Touslee Motor Company —— Ted Touslee became 
owner of Touslee Motor Company in 1944. Ted also 
owns Touslee Tractor & Implement Company. Ted is on 
the board of directors of the Chamber of Commerce, is 
an active member of the Methodist Church, a member of 
the Masonic Lodge, a member of Kiwanis Club. 


J. B. Russell Lumber Company — The Russell 
Brothers purchased their lumber yard from C. A. Chand- 
ler Lumber & Coal Company in 1947. B. C. ‘‘Barney”’ 
Poehler became and remains manager. Les Jones is the 
assistant manager. 


Berry Hatchery — Berry Hatchery was established 
by George and Ernest Berry in 1927. In connection with 
the hatchery Berry’s operate Berry’s Vitality Farm near 


Farmington. 8,000 chickens are ranged there; Ralph 
Wall is the farm manager. 
Hilltop Oak Street Greenhouse — Hilltop Green- 


house was established a number of years ago by Joe 
Hilligoss. It was purchased in 1947 by Mr. and Mrs. 
C. W. Felton. 


Wendling Rexall Drug Store — R. C. ’’Bud’’ Wend- 
ling came to Atchison in 1925 as a young pharmacist 
for T. V. Byrne. Bud purchased the C. M. Chandler Drug 
Store in 1932. Bud is serving his second term as retail 
vice-president of the Chamber of Commerce. 


Levin's Home Appliance & Sporting Goods Company 
— The Levin tradition in Atchison started 43 years ago. 
Levin’s first store was a bicycle sales and repair shop. 
The business has enjoyed constant expansion. John 
Levin, his son, and Gilbert Handke, his son-in-law, are 
associated with Werner in the business now. 


Runyan Jeweler — In 1930 Cliff Runyan bought 
a little jewelry shop from W. J. Hooper. In 1933 he 
took in a partner, O. B. Bunkers. Cliff became sole owner 
and in 1947 remodeled it into one of the most beautiful 
stores in the midwest. Because of his many civic in- 
terests, Cliff is one of the busiest men in Atchison. He 
was re-elected to a 4-year term as city commissioner in 
1950. He has served for several years as treasurer of 
the Chamber of Commerce. 


Thayer Supply Company — William B. Thayer and 
his son, Charles, started Thayer Supply Company in 1904. 
Charles was active in the business until his death in 
1951. His widow operated the company until 1952 
when she sold it to William E. ‘’Bill’” Enright. Bill is 
one of Atchison’s most energetic young business men. He 
is active in the Chamber of Commerce, the Elks, and the 
Country Club. 


Bruce-Runyan Oil Company — Charles R. Bruce and 
Keith Runyan, partners, are bulk agent for Phillips 
Petroleum Co. They serve farm trade and supply dealer 
stations. 


Horton Garment Company — In February, 1953, 
the Horton Garment Company, a partnership, with a plant 
at Horton, purchased the machinery and equipment from 
Fitz Overall Company. Mrs. Sara De Saix Gernes and 
her son-in-law, Paul Willson, are the partners. The 
Atchison plant manufactures Gay Gibson junior dresses 
for the parent plant. The plant presently employes more 
than 70 women. C. F. Sellon is the superintendent. 


Arensberg’s Shoe Store — On January 1, 1953, 
Lee and Jack Arensberg purchased the Howard & Kohler 
Shoe Store from Ed Howard. Their father, the late Lee 
Arensberg, formerly operated a shoe store here. 


Wayne Richardson Service Station — In July of 
1949 Doc Davenport sold his station at 901 Commercial 
to Wayne Richardson. Wayne is a Mobilgas dealer. 


E. K. L. Auto Clinic — The E. K. L. Auto Clinic 
was founded in 1950 and is now operated by Leo Pusch. 
In May of 1954 the firm became a Hudson car dealer. 


Byrne-Clements Insurance Agency — After being 
a druggist in Atchison for more than 50 years, T. V. 
Byrne retired. Later that year he opened the T. V. 
Byrne Insurance Agency. In January of 1954 James 
Clements joined Tom as a partner. 


Nestler Cleaners — With an investment of $60 
Louis Nestler began business in Atchison in 1937. Today 
Nestler Cleaners is one of Atchison’s most modern plants. 


Ray’s Super Market — Ray Ranes was an Atchison 
grocer for 23 years. At the end of that time, Ray’s 
Super Market was sold to Ernest Baum, who also operates 
a store in Holton. 


Gerberich Studio and Camera Shop — Alton Ger- 
berich came to Atchison in 1948. Early in 1953 he 
moved to his present location. Al has the latest facilities 
for modern photography, developing and printing. 


The Red-E-Mixed Concrete Company — The Red-E- 
Mixed Concrete Company began operations in Atchison 
in 1950. The company builds concrete blocks. It also 
hauls ready-mixed concrete directly to construction jobs. 
Pennell Snowden is the manager. 


Byrd Memorial Co. — Owned by Paul H. Byrd, 
location 219 Commercial. Mr. Byrd is engaged in the 
manufacture and sale of all kinds of memorial stones. 


John Cameron Swayze — One of the nations top 
radio and television newsmen, spent almost his entire 
boyhood here, graduating from Atchison High School 
and later attending the University of Kansas. His first 
major success in TV was in his fine coverage of the 
1948 political conventions in Philadelphia. Since 1949 
he has made telecast history with NBC’s ‘‘Camel News 
Caravan”’, 


Eugenia ‘’Gene’’ Dennis became known nationally 
as the Atchison ‘’Wonder Girl’’ for her psychic feats in 
locating lost articles, relatives or friends; also in predict- 
ing future events. Many Atchison friends vouch for her 
ability. After being publicized in a Kansas City news- 
paper, she made theater and radio appearances; traveled 
in Europe, where she appeared before the Queen of 
England; is said to have aided Scotland Yard in a 
‘trunk murder’ case; later married the owner of a 
theater chain in Washington State (John Von Herberg); 
died in 1949 in Seattle, leaving five children. 


x 


Architect’s Conception of Completed Ingalls High School 


Coffee Club Members 


Seated, left to right: Bill Enright, Thayer 
Supply Co.; ““Vic’’ Goodknight, Santa Fe; Clem 
Tuggle, Insurance; Mayor Fred Stein; Frank 
Todd, Commerce Investment Co.; A. L. Gray, 
Jeweler; Phil Schrack, Police Judge. Standing, 
left to right: James Lowry, attorney; Charles 
Lafferty, superintendent of schools; Dave Con- 
don, Cadillac and Oldsmobile dealer; Max 


STEVE- THAT 
FISH SAOULD 
WEIGA RIGHT AT 

TWENTY POUNDS 
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Steve Boneau herein depicts a trip with 
his friend, Jodie Van Horn, “‘running the 
nets’’. (Apologies to Jodie’s scale.) Steve 
came to Atchison in 1930 and opened the 
Atchison Stock Yards, which he continued to 
operate until 1953. Steve is now applying his 
talents to art work and advertising. 
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Triplette, co-ordinator for John B. Rogers Co.; 
John Buehler, attorney and State Representa- 
tive; Nels Greenlund, Commerce Investment 
Co.; ‘‘Doc’’ F. P. Gehring, building contractor; 
Dick Drury, Insurance and Finance; ‘’Al’’ Ben- 


nett, editor and co-owner of the Atchison 


Globe; Cliff Runyan, Jeweler and City Com- 
missioner; Bill Roe, Bill Roe’s Service; Ray 
Pace, manager, Woolworth Store. 


£P JODIE- IT COULD 
WEIGH CLOSER TO THIAT Y 
ON YOUR SCALE 


WAN 
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Jodie is the best known “‘river’’ man along 

the ‘‘Old Missou’’. His father before him was 
a commercial fisherman and Jodie grew up 
on the river. He numbers the great and the 


near great of Atchison among his host of 
friends. 


The Methodist Church 


Methodism was introduced to Atchison 
by Rev. James Shaw. In May, 1857, Rev. Shaw 
was appointed to the Atchison and Monrovia 
pastorate. In the office of Senator S. C. Pome- 
roy at the corner of Third and Commercial, 
Rev. Shaw preached the first sermon of any 
kind ever preached in the town of Atchison, 
the date being May, 1857. In January, 1858, 
he organized the Methodist Episcopal Church 
with 30 charter members from various Protes- 
tant denominations, there being no other or- 
ganized church at that time. The first Metho- 
dist Church building was completed in April, 
1859, at Fifth and Parallel. This building had 
Geseating capacity of 350, and cost $3.075. 
The structure was dedicated on May 8, 1859. 


By 1871 the Methodists had outgrown 
their first building and a new site at Fifth and 
Kansas was secured. The basement was finish- 
ed by April of 1871 and served as the Church 
until October 26, 1873, when the structure was 
finished and dedicated. This building was 
begun by Rev. Hugh D. Fisher, and finished 
under the leadership of Rev. T. J. Leak. By 
1914 the Church had grown to a membership 
of 610, and the Methodists were again out- 
growing their building. A new structure was 
authorized in August, 1915, and completed 
in 1916. The membership at that time num- 
bered 724, with an enrollment of 486 in the 
Sunday School. The membership at the pres- 
ent time is 981, with a Sunday School enroll- 
ment of 604. Rev. H. J. Sterling is the pastor. 
Trustees are: Merlin Millikan, Louis Brockett, 
Lloyd Bell, Dr. Robert Brown, A. B. Stannard, 
Charles Lafferty, Geo. Fuhrman, Geo. Mc- 
Lenon, and Oscar Purdum. Lay member: Ed 
Marshall. Reserve Lay Member: Frank Hunn. 
Education: Lynn Morrow. Missions: Mrs. 
Courtney McConnell. Finance: Roy Morris. 
Sunday School Superintendent: Geo. Fuhrman. 


President Woman’‘s Society of Christian Ser- 
vice: Mrs. Basil Roark. President Methodist 
Men: Thomas Hines. President Methodist 
Youth Fellowship: Jean Althaus. Treasurer: 
O. W. Wilton. Secretary: Mrs. Albert Kraetli. 
Choir Director: Mr. Basil Roark, Organist: 
Mrs. Gladys Vernon. Newly elected officers 
of the Women’s Society are: President, Mrs. 
Stephen Speer; vice-president, Mrs. Bruce Hen- 
och; Secretary, Mrs. Dewey Wilderson; Treas- 
urer, Mrs. Gilbert Handke. 


Trinity Episcopal Church 


In the Spring of 1857 a middle aged Epis- 
copal Clergyman, the Rev. Lewis R. Stauden- 
mayer, a priest of the church, arrived in Atchi- 
son from the East, when Atchison consisted 
primarily of one street, Commercial Street, ex- 
tending from the river only as far west as 


Fifth Street. At that time there were only 
frame buildings, no railroad, no river bridge, 
and it was not unusual for several steamboats 
to be anchored at the levee at the end of 
Commercial Street. 


The Rev. Lewis R. Staudenmayer made 
contact and interested a small group of fam- 
ilies, among them the Otis family, the String- 
fellow family, and other of the pioneer settlers, 
to meet together for worship as a parish to be 
called St. Mary’s. In 1859, lots at the north- 
east corner of what is now Kansas Avenue at 
Ninth Street, was purchased with finances 
from friends of the Rev. Staudenmayer. A 
small rectory was built on one of the lots and 
at that time services were held in the home of 
General A. Hanson Weightman, who lived 
near. A foundation for the church was built. 


In January, 1860, the Rev. Lewis R. 
Staudenmayer resigned and returned East and 
building plans were abandoned for the time 
being. However, in February, 1860, the parish 
was reorganized, a charter obtained from the 
Territorial Legislature and the parish was call- 
ed Trinity Episcopal Parish. 


When war was declared in 1861, the 
building of the church was delayed. However, 
in 1867, enough money was raised and con- 
tracts let for our present church building. In 
May, 1869, Trinity Church was consecrated 
and after a long struggle the faithful Episcop- 
alians had a beautiful church home. The build- 
ing is of native stone and the pews are from 
black walnut trees cut and sawed and proces- 
sed into lumber from trees in this community. 


In 1895 the parish house was added to 
Trinity Church. On Easter Sunday, 1898, a 
vested choir of 40 men and boys sang its first 
service. 


The Rector of Trinity Parish at this time 
is the Rev. Philip S. Harris. The Vestrymen: 
Senior Warden, Mr. John Smith; Junior War- 
den, Mr. W. R. Mize; Mr. James H. Craig, Mr. 
Edward M. White, Dr. Spencer Fast, Mr. Ned 
Downer, Mr. Frederick Stein, Jr., Mr. George 
Wainscott, Mr. John A. Adair, Mr. Jack W. 
Cummings, Mr. Chester L. Mize, Jr. The treas- 
urer: Mr. Raymond B. Jones. Thus, at this 
time of Centennial, the Episcopal Church in 
Atchison is celebrating its 97th year. 


Presbyterian Church 


The first Presbyterian Church of Atchi- 
son, Kans., Territory was formed by order of 
Highland Presbytery, Kansas Territory, Octo- 
ber 21, 1858. The Rev. Mr. A. W. Pitzer was 
appointed to carry out the organization. Eight 
men and women presented letters from sister 
churches to start the new church, William and 
Rebecca Irving, Miss Anna Love, Miss Maxi- 
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milla lreland, Andrew Hamilton, and Edward 
Hair. William M. Davies was elected the first 
elder and Edward Hair the first deacon. The 
meetings were held in homes, storerooms and 
halls with visiting ministers until the Rev. 
Julius Spencer came April 1, 1849, remaining 
as a settled pastor until October 1, 1860. Dur- 
ing his pastorate the congregation gathered in 
Bang’s Hall at Third and Commercial. 


Various families offered hospitality for 
meetings, Alexander B. McQueen, William 
Davies, Amos J. North, Richard J. Groves, 
James J. Martin, Andrew B. Symns, David 
Lukens, and Edward Blair. Owen Everote Seip 
came in 1858, Amos J. North in 1872, Wil- 
liam Carlise in 1897, and Captain Alva C. 
Trueblood in 1880. 


In 1865 the congregation moved into 
“Presbyterian Hall’’ which they built on the 
east side of Fourth Street between Main and 
Commercial. From this location they moved 
to the present church edifice in 1881. The 
sanctuary was completely rebuilt in 1951. 


The Elders today are: Floyd Armstrong, 
C. C. Bacon, Dr. W. O. Wallace, Howard 
Randles, W. G. Altimari, Arthur Armstrong, 
Robert Ramsay, C. D. Stinson, John Dobbin, 
Charles Medlock (Clerk), George Ryan, Ivan 
Denton. Deacons today are: R. G. Shearer 
(Chairman), Jay Dyer, Jack Blanke, Sam Mun- 
son (Secretary-treasurer), Dr. James Brown, 
Max Donaldson, Charles Volk, Carl Keig, 
Marion Humphrey, Jim Jeffries, Bill Irons, Bob 
Schmierer. Deaconesses today: Miss Nellie 
Trueblood, Miss Isabel Schreiber, Miss Mar- 
garet Spain, Miss Mary Oberlin, Mrs. E. H. 
Sward, Mrs. W. R. Gamble, Mrs. Kent Gaylord, 
Mrs. J. Thomas Young, Mrs. Marion Humph- 
rey, Mrs. John Clingan, Mrs. Geo. Ryan, Mrs. 
Warren Stanley. Trustees today are: M. L. 
Walters, Denver Brittain, Mrs. C. W. Robinson, 
Ronald Ramsay, John Clingan, Willis Arm- 
strong, Frank Todd, W. R. Gamble, Keith 
Meade, Frank Gerardy, John May, Cloud Cray, 
Jr., Steadman Ball (Chairman), Malcolm Mac- 
Laren, J. Thomas Young. 


President of the Women’s Council is Mrs. 
C. M. Voelker; vice-president, Mrs. Wayne 
Wallace. The presidents of the Circles are: 
Mrs. Ray Schaffer, Mrs. Floyd Armstrong, Mrs. 
Charles Mediock, and Mrs. Malcom MacLaren. 
The Superintendent of the Sunday School is 
Mr. John Dobbin, assistant superintendent, 
Mr. Charles Stinson. The Rev. Mr. Neil Duke- 
low has been pastor of the church since Feb- 
UrGhyarl 7 Je 


St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 


Largely through the efforts of J. H. “Joe” 
Talbott, to obtain a pastor, the Lutheran 
Synod, in 1868, sent Reverend M. G. Boyer 
of Marklesburg, Pa., to Atchison. 


First services were in Price’s Hall with 25 
charter members. Reverend A. W. Wagnalls, 
later co-founder of the Funk-Wagnalls Pub- 
lishing Company, New York City, was an early 
member and supplied in the pulpit occas- 
sionally. The organization had a difficult 
time until after 1887, and the advent of Mid- 
land College which, as the Atchison Institute, 
was purchased by the Lutheran Conference. 
The successful operation of this College as- 
sured the future of the Atchison St. Mark’s 
church which reported 700 members in 1953. 
Three Atchison members who have become 
ministers: Robert Gaston, Eugene Harrison, 
and Ernest Tonsing. In describing the St. 
Mark’s 74th celebration in July, 1942, Carl 
Brown reports ‘“A unique number on the pro- 
gram was music on an old time organ, which 
probably is 100 years old. It looks like a tool 
box on four legs, and belongs to Mrs. W. E. 
Brown. Last evening, while Mrs. Elmer See 
played the organ, the assembly sang an old 
time hymn. There are no numbers or words 
on the organ indicating when it was made, but 
dim stamp shows it was on exhibition at the 
Centennial in Philadelphia in 1876.” 


Among the honored guests were these 
with over 50 years membership: A. B. Zimmer- 
man, B. D. Zimmerman, Mrs. ‘A. G. Zimmer- 
man, Mrs. W. B. Winzenreid, Mrs. Z. W. 
Walker, Mrs. Elmer See, Mrs. Fred Platt, Mrs. 
Katie Hillick, Miss Dora Weinman, Miss Anna 
Bruce, Mrs. Ada Chaffee, Mrs. Maude Wycoff, 
and Mrs. E. C. Harwi. 


Dr. Wheeler was succeeded as pastor in 
1938 by Reverend S. A. Hamrick who died in 
1943; Reverend Vance Baird 1943-1953: the 
present pastor, Reverend George L. Search. 


Reorganized Latter Day Saints Church 


On the 26th of August, 1868, Elder Davis 
H. Bays arrived in Atchison and began a series 
of meetings in Phillips Hall, 845 Kearney 
Street. Five converts were baptised: Mrs. 
David Williams, Mr. and Mrs. George Thomas, 
Mr. and Mrs. Chew. These members were 
organized into a church congregation with 
Elder David Williams as pastor. In 1884 and 
five years following, many members removed 
to other localities. In 1889, Elder E. C. Brand 
arrived in Atchison, and revived the member- 
ship. Growing membership necessitated a 
larger building, and on March 19, 1913, the 
present building at 220 North Ninth Street 
was purchased. Members that were active in 
raising the funds for purchase of the building 
were: Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Parker, Fred A. 
Cool, Dr. and Mrs. E. S. McNichols, Mrs. James 
Miller, and Mrs. Alice E. Sprague. 


Pastors who have served the congrega- 
tion: David Williams, Thomas George, Charles 
E. Guinand, Samuel Twombly, Fred A. Cool, 
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George Jenkins, William Anderson, William F. 
Bolinger, Frank G. Hedrick, Gilbert. F. Hedrick, 
Ervin L. Acord, and Elvin R. Agestine. 


First Christian Church 


The movement to organize a church of 
Disciples of Christ in Atchison began in 1869. 
In December, 1869, Elder William C. Rodgers 
was asked to become pastor. At a meeting on 
December 26, 1869, presided over by Elder 
Rodgers, James F. Butcher and John M. 
Holmes were appointed as elders and Thomas 
BemicGlerry J) EeBerry, J) AY Hameand JJ. 
Locker were appointed to serve as deacons. 


In April, 1871, James E. Gaston became 
pastor. After he left Atchison in August, 
1872, the congregation ceased to meet. In 
1873 meetings were resumed but shortly after 
1875 the congregation failed a second time. 


In 1881 people of the Christian Church 
began to meet in the home of C. F. Saunders, 
1107 Santa Fe Street. In 1882 the group was 
meeting in Pioneer Hall, and on April 7, 1882, 
the Reverend Morgan P. Hayden of Ohio be- 
came pastor. On May 28, 1882, a permanent 
organization was effected and 25 members 
signed a covenant pledging themselves “’to do 
all in our power to promote the peace, unity, 
and prosperity of this Church, and to extend 
the Kindom of Christ in all the world’. 


In 1885 a building newly erected on 
Tenth and Kansas Avenue, was dedicated. 
Walter Scott Priest was pastor. In 1890, dur- 
ing the ministry of A. J. White, the church 
building was enlarged. By 1900 the member- 
ship was listed at 500. 


The church continued to grow and on 
August 17, 1913, the present edifice, located 
at Seventh and Santa Fe Streets, was dedicated 
during the pastorate of the Reverend Jesse M. 
Bader. May, 1954, a new religious education 
building was dedicated to accomodate an av- 
erage per Sunday church school attendance of 
over 400. The congregation has a resident 
membership of 1282, and the pastor is Rev. 
Harold Roberts. 


Young Men’s Christian Association 


The Atchison Young Men’‘s Christian As- 
sociation began their operation in 1872 and 
was housed in an upstairs room on Commercial 
Street between Third and Fourth Streets. The 
first officers were John Stringfellow, Thomas 
Metcalfe, William Parsons, James North and 
W. F. Downs. 


Later when the YMCA program had 
grown to include club rooms and gym work, 
the three story building at 328 Ccmmercial 
Street became the headquarters. 


In 1911 there was a strong movement to 
build a special building for the YMCA. To 
raise money for this structure 10 teams of 10 
men each were to go out and raise more than 
$100,000. When the money was raised the 
present structure was built and has served 
the community since 1914. 


The present General Secretary is Carl 
Keig; men and boys secretary, Delbert Ehret. 
The YMCA has an indoor swimming pool, 
basketball court, bowling alley, and other re- 
creational facilities. It is serving as ‘’Teen- 
Town’ headquarters and part of the High 
School Physical Education classes. The present 
run-down condition of the building and equip- 
ment has resulted in plans to raise some 
$65,000 funds that it may continue its service 
to the youth of the community. 1954 Directors 
are: Pres., W. Richard Mize, Vice-pres., Wm. 
H. Muchnic; Sec., Steadman Ball; Treas., W. 
H. Bodendoerfer; and Ken Althaus, Al Bennett, 
A. C. Berger, Dr. Robt. Brown, Jay Dyer, John 
May, Tom Moorhead, Robert Ramsay, Rev- 
erend Harold Roberts, Clem Tuggle, Earl At- 
lakson. Six Trustees: Addison Mize, Harry 
Frantz, Phil Eckels, Frank Todd, Ronald Ram- 
say, and William Stanton. 


Sacred Heart Church 


As early as 1880 a number of Catholic 
families in the west part of the city of Atchison 
wished to have a church building of their own. 
By October 15, 1882, the corner stone was laid. 
January 1886, Father Henry, Holman, O.5S.B., 
became the first pastor. 


Father Cyril Bayer, O.S.B., recognized 
the need of a new school and Sacred Heart 
was built in 1929 at a cost of $30,000. The 
outstanding benefactor of the parish is the 
late Miss Agnes Byrnes. 


Names which appear on the early census 
rolls of the church still have a place on the 
membership of the church today: Brashay, 
Carrico, Clark, Clancy, Coyle, Haverty, Hol- 
land, Keenan, Latenser, Maher, Malone, O’- 
Connor, Ruff, Smith, Sullivan, Swiderski, Van 
Benthem, and Verhoeven. 


The parish today has some 250 house- 
holds or about 650 souls. The parish provides 
a three room school with about 115 pupils 
taught by the Benedictine Sisters. 


The present pastor is Rev. Valerian Ber- 
ger, O.S.B. 


History of the Salvation Army in Atchison 


The Salvation Army commenced its work 
in Atchison in January of 1896. In January 
of 1904, the work was discontinued, but in 
December of the same year, the work was re- 
sumed. On January 31, 1938, the Salvation 
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Army moved from its old location, where the 
old Exchange National Bank once stood, Third 
and Commercial, to its new building at 111 
South Fifth Street, which is its present location. 


The work of the Salvation Army is too 
well known to need repeating here. Its direct 
assistance to the needy is a continuous home 
missionary work. Captain Ralph Graham di- 
rected the Atchison post until 1953 when he 
was succeeded by Captain Pederson. 


The Carol Baptist Church 


The first service of the Carol Baptist 
Church was held in a home on Sunday evening, 
January 24, 1937, with about 50 people pre- 
sent. The church was organized on Sunday, 
February 14, 1937, with 127 charter members. 
Reverend J. A. Sandefur was pastor at that 
time. Later during the pastorate of Reverend 
J. C. Tolbert the present church building and 
property were obtained for $10,000. In April, 
1939, Reverend Ralph E. Williams, became 
the pastor of the church. On December 8, 
1942, Reverend L. A. Indlecoffer, accepted 
the call to be pastor, and has served the church 
for more than 12 years. 


The present church officers for the year 
1954 are as follows: Faye Wilson, Miss Ethel 
Sacks, Willis Graves, Paul Regnary, Warren 
Willmeth, Miss Mary Ann Barber. Deacons: J. 
S. Thomas, Emory Hennis, Harry Gorrell, C. 
C. Kelsey, L. N. Reynolds, Clifford Johnson, 
Douglas Smart, Sr., Willis Graves, Marvin 
Smith, and Donald L. Brown. 


The Board of Trustees: Charles Griffith, 
Joe Tull, Harold Willis, Jim Duncan, Ferris 
Cooley, Earl McFarland, Jim Parker, Junior 
Hundley, Merle Eylar, Douglas Smart, Jr., 
Thad McCoy, and Clarence Johnson. 


Missionary Council: Mrs. Jim Dirk, Willis 
Graves, Tom Gorrell, Mrs. Earl McFarland, 
Miss Ethel Sacks, Mrs. Charles Griffith, Mrs. 
Gene Lovelace, Paul Regnary, and Mrs. War- 
ren Willmeth. Church librarian: Miss Minnie 
Graves; assistant, Mrs. John Parker. 


Foursquare Church 


First meetings were held in a tent erected 
on West Main Street in the summer of 1953. 
In the Fall services were moved to the base- 
ment of the YMCA. This past Spring a tem- 
porary steel building, lovingly termed ‘’the 
steel tent’’ was erected at 817 Laramie where 
services are now being held. Plans are under- 
way for obtaining a permanent structure in 
the near future. Reverend Dorothy Buck is 
pastor and Rev. Henry Goodman, Sunday 
School Superintendent. 


Zion Baptist Church 


Shiloh Baptist church, later known as 
Zion Baptist, was organized in 1883, in an 
old brewery on Laramie Street in April, 1883. 
The founders were thought to have been na- 
tives of Kentucky. The first deacons were: 
Randal Raglon, Henry Hurston, Strowder 
Stark, John Stark, Mosie Vanmeter, Rueben 
Carson, Luke Barnett. 


P. W. Barnett was the first known secre- 
tary. Other members were: William Durham, 
Jacob Dody, George Winrow, Liza Hurston, 
Malvina Stark, Lizzie Crosby, Edward Crosby, 
Amanda Stark, Dicey Durhan, Annie Whitney, 
Ebbey Whitney. The first pastor was Reverend 
J. F. Thomas of Louisville, Ky. 


Other Churches in Atchison and their 
pastors are: First Baptist-Missionary pastor, 
Rev. Swanson; Trinity Lutheran, Rev. Edward 
Hauer; AME Methodist, Rev. Betton; Ebenezer 
Baptist, Rev. W. F. Beaty; Nazarine, Rev. 
Travis Harrison. (Note: We failed to receive 
historical copy on the above mentioned 
churches.) 


St. Joseph’s Church 


The Most Reverend Paul Schulte, then 
Bishop of Leavenworth, authorized the estab- 
lishment and building of the new church in 
January, 1947. The fund raising and estab- 
lishment of the church was under the spon- 
sorship of St. Benedict’s Parish, whose pastor 
was the Reverend Patrick O’Shea, O.S.B., the 
present pastor of St. Ann’s Church, Effingham, 
who raised the original fund of $50,000. The 
total cost of the church was $135,000. A fund 
raising committee headed by the Rev. Patrick 
O'Shea, O.S.B., was formed January 30, 1949. 
The general chairman was J. R. Weinmann. 
Mrs. Herman Nass was secretary and Mrs. 
Edmund Bilimek was treasurer. The first con- 
tribution was made by Leo Nusbaum, Sr. 


The base bid was $89.863; Joseph 
Shaughnessey was selected as architect and the 
Dunn Construction Company was awarded the 
general contract. Local contractors were W. B. 
Hayes, Plumbing; C. C. Gerber, lighting; and 
Harry Frantz, pews and kneelers. 


The building committee was headed by 
the Reverend Matthew Hall, O.S.B., who be- 
came the first resident pastor of St. Joseph's 
Church August 1, 1949. The corner stone was 
laid and blessed by Bishop George J. Donnelly 


~ on October 9, 1949. Although not completed 


the doors were opened for services in the new 
church December 25, 1949. The celebration 
of midnight mass, was offered by the Reverend 
Matthew Hall, O.S.B., pastor. Before the build- 
ing of the new church, services were held in 
the Chagel in the basement of St. Joseph’s 
School. 
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High School Teachers with Centennial Beards: front row, from left, Festus Liveret, Chem. & 
Science; Rex Schwein, Spanish; Charles Stinson, Manual Arts; Supt. Charles Lafferty; Ed Marshall, 
Retail Education Training. Second row: LeRoy Atkins, Central School; H. C. Palmer, Commerce; 
Wm. Altimari, Band-Orchestra; Bernard Hudson, Driver Training; Richard Weathers, Auto Mech- 
anics; Justin Graham, Principal, Martin School. Back row: Bill Wright, Biology and Visual Educ.; 
Dean Boggs, Central School; Melvern Deckard, Manual Arts; Basil Roark, Chorus; George Cramer, 
General Science. 
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Northeast Kansas High School League Champions, 1953-1954 Season. Conference Record: 
12 wins, O losses; Season record, 17 wins, 4 losses. Front row, left to right: Ronnie Clarkson, 
Bill Brittain, Don Cochran, David Buckley; middle row: Charles McCourt, Melvin Hawk, H. C. 
Palmer, Jack Eskridge (Coach), Bill Vaughn, Gary Alexander, Paul Wick; back row: Leo Denny 
(Director of Athletics), Fred Chaffin (Assistant Coach), John Keig, Bob Ryan (Manager), Bill 
Harris, Junior Jones (Manager), Ferrol Gehring (Scorer).—Photograph by Fred Wallace. 
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St. Benedict’s Abbey and College 


Two years after the Atchison Town Com- 
pany was organized the first Benedictine began 
missionary work in Kansas. Father Henry 
Lemke, O.S.B., had been in the United States 
since 1834, working among the settlers in the 
hills of western Pennsylvania. Like most fron- 
tier missionaries he was something of a char- 
acter and very fond of adventure and indepen- 
dence. So he came to Kansas, although he 
was almost 60, and Bishop Miege sent him up 
to Doniphan in July, 1856, to look after the 
spiritual welfare of the Catholics settling in 
northeastern Kansas. Doniphan was a larger 
village than Atchison at that time, and was 
thought to be the more promising settlement, 
especially since the land office’ was located 
there. Father Lemke asked Abbot Wimmer, 
his religious superior in Pennsylvania, for some 
assistants, but the Abbot knew that Father 
Lemke’s qualities did not include the ability 
to direct others, and he replaced him in 1857 
with Prior Augustine Wirth, O.S.B., and Father 
Casimir Seitz, O.S.B. 


Prior Wirth visited the Catholic settlers 
as far up the river as Omaha, but his regular 
circuit was Atchison and the settlements in 
its neighborhood. By 1858 Atchison was show- 
ing real signs of life with the development of 
the important overland trade to Salt Lake and 
later to the Pike’s Peak mining camps. At the 
same time Doniphan suffered serious depop- 
ulation when the land office was moved to 
Kickapoo and the lawyers naturally followed. 
Prior Wirth decided to move St. Benedict's to 
Atchison. 


General B. F. Stringfellow, one of a group 
trying to develop a new addition on the north 
end of town, donated a piece of land measur- 
ing 140 by 250 feet at the corner of Second 
and Division Streets for the erection of a 
church and school. Under Prior Wirth’s leader- 
ship the Catholics of Atchison promptly erect- 
ed a small frame church and had it ready for 
services by Christmas, 1858. Wherever they 
go, Benedictines almost always start a school. 


Even at Doniphan Prior Wirth had a couple of 
students, though he had no formal school. 
Now, with the aid of a donation from the King 
of Bavaria, the little band of four or five monks 
erected a neat brick building, (the present 
parish offices and pastor’s quarters), moved 
to Atchison, and opened St. Benedict’s College 
in October, 1859, with five students. When 
summer and the first commencement day ar- 
rived the enrollment had risen to ten. The 
school’s growth was not startling but justified 
the erection of a wing in 1861, (now the chem- 
istry laboratory), the first building devoted 
solely to the college. 


St. Benedict’s seemed to be developing 
so nicely that just at the end of Atchison’s 
first boom —— those prosperous years of the 
overland trade that ended in 1866 — Prior 
Wirth, infected with the usual frontier optim- 
ism, decided to build a church large enough 
to match his confident expectations of the 
future. This involved the destruction of the 
old frame church and the college dormitory 
was taken over for a chapel. But suddenly 
money was harder to find, construction went 
slowly, and the college had to be discontinued 
for a year. The debt on the church proved to 
be an almost fatal burden. Prior Wirth resign- 
ed in 1868 and was succeeded by Prior Louis 
MU AFinkgs@:s,B: 


Prior Fink hurried to get the church under 
roof, reopened the college and had it incorpor- 
ated that same year. Two years later he was 
named coadjutor to Bishop Miege and was 
succeeded by Prior Giles Christoph, O.S.B. 
(1871-75), and Prior Oswald Moosmuller, O. 
S.B. (1875-76). During these years enrollment 
in the college had grown to about a hundred 
students, but the community made no headway 
with its discouraging debt. When Prior Mo- 
osmuller arrived he found that there simply 
was not sufficient income to meet the interest 
and he will always be remembered with grati- 
tude for his success in refinancing the debt so 
that St. Benedict’s no longer had to pay interest 
of ten and twelve percent. This was the first 
step toward putting the institution on a sound 
financial basis. 


It is a wonder that St. Benedict’s had any 
students at all in those early days. Young men 
of high school and college age were needed 
to make the new farms in Kansas, and if they 
were not busy at that, there was the lure of 
the excitement and the chance of big money 
in the overland trade, in prospecting and in 
the glittering mining camps of the West. But 
students there were; boys who wanted to be- 
come lawyers, or merchants, or priests, or just 
educated men. St. Benedict’s at that time 
taught everything from almost grade school 
level to philosophy and theology. Some of the 
students were very raw material. Legend has 
it that, of the very earliest students, one was 
later hanged as a horsethief, and another was 
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Street 


said to have been scalped by the Indians while 
on his way to his home out West after the 
close of school. 


Father Boniface Verheyen, O.S.B., who 
entered St. Benedict’s as a student in 1863, 
later contended that the spartan life with its 
exclusively outdoor plumbing had made the 
students of his day more rugged. For recrea- 
tion they hunted and hiked on the bluffs and 
they swam in the river. Most of their sport was 
unorganized, but they played a kind of soccer 
and one of the earlier versions of baseball. 
Father Boniface had been active in a pioneer 
baseball club in St. Louis. Indoors the students 
expended their surplus energies in drama, or- 
atory, debate, and in making music, expecial- 
ly in the band. Toward the end of the century 
a lively program of intramural sports was de- 
veloped. This was climaxed each year on 
“May Day’’, when it was Kansas against ‘’The 
World’ in track and baseball. Each class 
flaunted its banner, the band made brave 
music, and there was a big picnic under the 
trees on the playground. 


For several decades after St. Benedict's 
was established, its most important immediate 
job was not the college, but the religious needs 
of the Catholic settlers. About half of the 
community was engaged in this work full time 
and the college teachers always became mis- 
sionaries on the weekends saying Mass, preach- 
ing and teaching in the little churches near 
Atchison. At one time or another before 1880 
monks from St. Benedict’s covered missionary 
circuits from Omaha to Fort Elliott in the 
Texas panhandle. 


Abbot Innocent Wolf, O.S.B. 


St. Benedict’s Priory was raised to the 
dignity of an Abbey on April 7, 1876. The 
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community selected Father Innocent Wolf, 
O.S.B., to be the first abbot of St. Benedict's. 
When he was blessed on March 21, 1877, his 
community consisted of only seven priests, 
three clerics, and four brothers. But under the 
abbot’s direction, the college really began to 
grow. The classroom and refectory building 
was built in two sections in 1878 and 1883. 
The need for less cramped quarters for the 
faculty and for more room for the college was 
met in 1893 when the old abbey, now Fresh- 
man Hall, was completed. These buildings 
sufficed until 1910 when, after the donation 
of additional land by the city of Atchison, the 
college could again be expanded by the con- 
struction of the Administration Building. 


St. Benedict’s college began its work in 
Atchison on a very small plot of ground — a 
few lots. As the years passed, bits of land 
were added, but for a long time the college 
authorities were worried about the lack of 
room for expansion. At the same time, the 
college had always had a farm. St. Benedict 
wanted his monasteries to be as nearly self- 
sufficient as possible, and this community has 
always raised much of its own food. The first 
farm was developed from Father Lemke’s pre- 
emption claim near Bendena. It was sold in 
1883 so that land nearer the abbey could be 
purchased. This was the farm south of town, 
now largely a dairy. 


Father Edmund Pusch, O. S. B., while 
procurator of the abbey in the ‘30s, added 
land along the bluffs, north of the abbey, 
developing a farm more convenient for the 
brothers whose project it is. The farm has 
always been one of the most important fac- 
tors in the survival and growth of St. Bene- 
dict’s. Without the brothers who divided their 
time between the worship of God in the chapel 
and serving Him by working the farm, by 
laying brick, and by making furniture for the 
buildings, and performing the whole multitude 
of necessary tasks to build St. Benedict’s and 
keep it running, the missionaries and the 
teachers could never have survived. 


The most important ingredient in the 
building of St. Benedict’s was not land or 
buildings, but men. What St. Benedict’s is 
today it owes to the pioneers — to Abbot I|n- 
nocent and to the men he developed, to Father 
Boniface Verheyen with his keen interest in 
biology, Leo Aaron and his love of physics, 
Andrew Green, a fine musician, and numerous 
other outstanding monks and professors; to 
Father Matthias Stein, who was procurator 
for many years; to Brother Luke Zeune, who 
labored through all the hardest years; to 
Brother Andrew Allerman, who built so much 
of the place with his own hands. These men 
and their confreres made St. Benedict’s. 


Sawin-Dyer Mortuary — Harouff-Buis Mortuary 


Today the brothers are expanding into new fields, adding library work, printing, plumbing, 
and a host of skills to their record. 


Abbot Martin Veth, O.S.B. 


Abbot Innocent was awarded the ’’Cappa 
Magna” on the occasion of the golden jubilee 
of his ordination in 1916. By 1921, his active 
days were over and he was given a co-adjutor, 
Abbot Martin Veth, who was elected Novem- 
ber 10, 1921, and blessed on December 27. 
Abbot Innocent died on October 14 the follow- 
ing year. At that time the abbey had 64 
priests, 20 clerics, and eight brothers. Abbot 
Innocent had come to Kansas to be the father 
of a little band of pioneers. He had guided 
them through difficult years, made them grow, 
and built a solid center of Christianity on the 
banks of the Missouri. The men he guided 
and molded held his memory in veneration 
and deep affection. 


St. Benedictus College 


Until about 1915 St. Benedict’s was con- 
ducted more or less on the European model, 
offering a six-year classical course and a four- 
year commercial course. In this it was not 
much different from most American colleges. 
It offered an excellent education, but the idea 
of a college was changing. Modern St. Bene- 
dict’s college owes its existence to Father 
Damien Lavery, its rector at the time, and 
particularly to Fathers Sylvester Schmitz and 
Louis Baska, who engineered the change. 
Faculty members were sent to graduate schools 
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in universities at home and abroad, with uality. The rapid growth of the community 


specialized training in an increasing number of and the college under his administration was 
fields, the curriculum was expanded, and the accompanied by emphasis on the spiritual life, 
library was modernized and enlarged. The an influence that flowed from the very nature 
college was accredited by the University of of his own dedicated life. By 1934, he knew 
Kansas in 1922, and by the North Central that he was dying of cancer and he requested 
Association in 1927. In 1920 the college a co-adjutor. The community elected Abbot 
began to participate in intercollegiate ath- Cuthbert McDonald on July 6, 1943. He was 
letics. pes on September 8, 1943. When Abbot 

F artin passed away to his reward on December 
Maur Hill Basketball Team 1953-54 Ets. 12, 1944, the monastic community numbered 


SS 


105 priests, six clerics, and 16 brothers. 


First row, left to right: Bob Snyder, Tim 
Senecal, Tom Senecal, Don Duffey, Mark 
Flynn. 

Standing, left to right: Coach Guy Galley, 
Chas. McCarthy, Tom McCarthy, Mike O’Con- 
nor, Jerry O'Neill, Dick Hertlein, John Bon- 


gers, Mar. 


Another aspect in the modernization of 
St. Benedict’s began with the purchase of the 
Midland college buildings in the south part of 


Atchison in 1919. It was rechristened Maur 
Hill School. The high school was gradually Abbot Cuthbert McDonald, 0.S.B. 
transferred to the new campus, and it has Abbot Cuthbert has met the problems of 
since established itself as an excellent Cath- the rapid post-war expansion with genial com- 
olic preparatory school. petence. Memorial Residence hall, a monu- 
These changes were all accompanied by ment to the fifty alumni who made the su- 
growth and new life. As the college developed preme sacrifice in World War II, has been in 
during Abbot Martin’s administration new use three years. It is the first of four buildings 
buildings were added. The old barn was re- in the current centennial expansion program 
placed with a new gymnasium, one of the of the college. An unusual number of deaths 
finest in the west in 1923. St. Joseph’s hall has kept the number of priests at 105, but 
was erected in 1924 to house the expanded there are now 27 clerics and 24 brothers. 
print shop and serve as a dormitory for upper In its ninety-five-year history, St. Bene- 
classmen. After 1929 freshmen took over the dict’s has educated more than ten thousand 
old monastery when the monks had moved to young men and has made a significant contri- 
the new abbey on the river bluff. bution to the development of the area. With 
The total enrollment of St. Benedict’s a present enrollment of approximately 500 
college, Maur Hill School, and the school of students from 25 states and a faculty highly 
theology rose from 260 to 460 in the ten years trained in some forty of the outstanding grad- 
after Father Sylvester began his work in 1916. uate schools of the United States and Europe, 
The college enrollment had passed 100 by it is gaining ever wider recognition for the 
1924, and grew steadily. Just before the last training it provides for leaders of tomorrow. 
war the enrollment was about 360. During the Besides learning to make a living, the 
war years it declined severely, but after the St. Benedict’s student is brought to grips with 
war it rose to capacity — around 550 students. the problems that face our civilization. In a 
Since then it has stayed at adout 450. world of intellectual confusion, he develops 
Abbot Martin was widely known as a clearness, confidence and initiative. The spirit 
student cf theology and a man of deep spirit- of the pioneers is still strong at St. Benedict’s. 
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St. Benedict’s 1953-54 N.A.I.B. Champions 


Teasdale, Lord, Peters, Lazzo, Samuels, Massarand, Stueve, Scaletty, Moritz, Stenger, 
Assistant Coach Shottel, Manager Agnew, Coach Nolan. 


St. Benedict’s Football Team — 1953 
——— 


First row: Gajda, Krolak, Partacz, Cunningham, Rzeszut, Lemar, Carroll, Dinges, Marche- 
wka, Bianchi, Daletski. Second row: Spratt, Visel, Comeau, Livorsi, Beauvas, Kopec, Schultz, 
Komarewich, Krupp, Gladbach. Wood. Third row: Stefanek, Collins, Berberich, Bacher, Mor- 
gan, Anderson, Heeg, Wanser, Senecal, Hodges, Boyle, L. Kelly. Fourth row: Zurawski, Kidd, 
Ciochon, Vasquez, T. Kelly, Abraham, Fayard, Cronin, Boykin, Blumer, Dooling,. Fifth row: 
Assistant manager Trujillo, manager Agnew. 
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Mount St. Scholastica 


Closely linked with the development of 
Atchison and with the growth of other educa- 
tional institutions in Kansas, over a period of 
nearly a hundred years, is the community of 
Benedictine Sisters at Mount St. Scholastica. 
From a one-room school opened in 1863, the 
institution has expanded into a fully-accredited 
liberal arts college and training center for 
teachers. 


The first Sisters had been invited to 
Atchison for the express purpose of opening a 
school, and since then the community has 
made education its specific work. With the 
growth of the Sisterhood, more and more of 
the parochial schools of the state have been 
staffed by these Benedictines, who also con- 
duct schools in six other states and in Mexico. 


Religious ideals coupled with the sturdy 
pioneer spirit of the West have made Mount St. 
Scholastica the institution it is today. This 
school traces its origin back to the first founda- 
tion of Benedictine Sisters in America, at St. 
Mary’s, Elk County, Pa. In 1852, nuns from 
the Abbey of St. Walburgh, Eichstaedt, Bay- 
ara, came to America. Soon afterwards they 
were invited to make a foundation in St. Cloud, 
Minn,. and from thence came to Atchison. 


Braving the perilous conditions of the 
Civil War and the possibility of attack from 


hostile Indian tribes, seven Benedictine Sisters 
entered Kansas in 1863. At this time the state 
was also menaced by political dissensions, 
bankruptcy, and starvation as a result of 
drought and lack of food. Urged by the Rev. 
Augustine Wirth, O.S.B., then pastor of St. 
Benedict’s parish, the Sisters left their newly- 
founded motherhouse in St. Cloud, Minn., to 
open a school in the Kansas prairies. Father 
Augustine and his Benedictine confreres had 
first settled in Doniphan, but perceiving the 
greater future in Atchison, they removed their 
priory to this little town on the bend of the 
Missouri River. 


On the present site of St. Benedict’s 
Parish School at Division Street, stood the first 
Benedictine convent and boarding school for 
girls in the Middle West. It was known as St. 
Joseph’s Convent. In 1865, a day school for 
boys was opened and taught in one room of 
the Sisters’ home. 


In 1855, the territorial legislature passed 
a law providing for a system of common 
schools; but the plan did not materialize in 
Atchison County until 1858. Even then it 
received only half-hearted support; and at the 
beginning of the Civil War, the schools were 
forced to close because of meager finances, 
and the education of the children was neglect- 
ed. The coming of the Sisters, then, satisfied 
a crying need for schools in the community. 
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The father of John Price, Atchison resi- 
dent, built this home. It was destroyed by fire 
in the year 1903. On its site a new home for 
the Prices was immediately erected. In 1911 
August Mangelsdorf purchased the place, 
moved his family to it and named it ‘‘’Home- 


wood”. In 1944 it was sold to be used as a 
girls’ dormitory. It’s name is now ‘““Marywood”’. 
The small house in the rear, used as a laundry 
by the two families who lived on the place, still 
stands in the rear of ‘“Marywood”’. 


The school on Division Street became 
crowded and in order to provide better ac- 
commodations in the future, Bishop Louis 
Fink, O.S.B., pastor of St. Benedict’s Church, 
purchased, in 1868, a small two-story building 
at Second and Mound Streets. This converted 
grocery store was used as both convent and 
school. It become known as the ‘Brown 
School’’, and served the boys and girls of the 
parish until 1877. 


In 1877, the convent was moved to the 
newly acquired Price Villa, an impressive 
mansion located on a beautiful site in South 
Atchison, and surrounded by twenty acres of 
ground. For five years John Price, who had 
built and previously owned the home, improved 
the property making the ‘““Mount’ the ad- 
miration of the city. This building served both 


as a convent and academy. By 1875, the 
community had been incorporated under the 
laws of Kansas as an institution for ‘the 
training and the education of youth”. 


From the first, the Sisters had intended 
to establish a boarding school for girls, but 
it was only in 1866, with the arrival of several 
new recruits from the Pennsylvania mother- 
house, that they could begin high school cour- 
ses. With the space for growth provided by 
the acquisition of Price Villa, Mount St. Schol- 
astica academy prospered and become a de- 
finite asset to the people of Atchison and the 
surrounding area. Names of the most highly 
respected Atchison families of various religious 
beliefs appeared on its register. 


By 1884, crowded conditions made the 
erection of a new building imperative. This 
new building was called St. Scholastica’s Hall 
in honor of the patronal saint of the Benedic- 
tine Sisters, and was used exclusively as a con- 
vent. Price Villa which, in the course of time 
became known as St. Cecilia’s Hall, was used 
as an academy. 


The growth of Mount St. Scholastica has 
been rapid and continuous. In 1900, the pre- 
sent convent building was constructed, and in 
1923, the college building. This imposing 
edifice was described in the Atchison Globe 
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(Jan. 18, 1924) as ‘‘the largest structure in 
Atchison and one of the finest school buildings 
in the state’’. 


A decisive step toward establishing a 
center of higher education at Mount St. Schol- 
astica was taken in September, 1926, when a 
Junior College was expanded into a four-year 
college. Within two years, the College was 
admitted to membership in the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
for a period of two years, the maximum length 
of time for which the Association first admits 
a college. Final accreditation in the North 
Central Association was granted in 1936. 


Mount St. Scholastica College today is 
accredited as a degree-granting institution by 
the North Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools, by the Association of 
American Colleges, by the University of Kan- 
sas, and by the State Board of Education. It 
is a member of the American Council of Ed- 
ucation, a constituent member of the National 
Catholic Education Association, and an insti- 
tutional member of the National Association 
of Schools of Music. 


Without losing anything of its religious, 
cultural and family spirit, Mount St. Scholas- 
tica has steadily moved forward scholastically. 
Its student body is now cosmopolition, drawing 
recruits from 19 states and 10 foreign coun- 
tries. 


The heart of every Benedictine institu- 
ticn is the chapel, where Sisters and students 
daily assemble for prayer. The work of ed- 
ucation by the Benedictine Sisters is carried 
on under the constant inspiration of the Divine 
Office, the official prayer of the Church, which 
it is their privilege to recite. 


One of the most beautiful buildings on 
the campus is the Mount St. Scholastica 
chapel, dedicated on May 4, 1938, to com- 
memorate the Diamond Jubilee of the institu- 
tion. Of white Carthage stone and yellow 
brick, the chapel has a seating capacity of 
700. The most beautiful, elaborate, costly 
single item in the chapel is the marble altar. 


The worth of an institution is measured 
not by its buildings but by its contribution to 
the development of culture and the impact it 
makes upon its students and the community. 


American Legion Junior Drum and Bugle Corps, State Champions, 1938. Director W. G. Alti- 
mari. Drum Major, Betty Hagen; Majorettes, Herzog twins; Business Manager, John E. Heiser. 
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Thayer Supply Co., Inc. — 309 Commercial Street 
Commerce Savings & Loan Association — 423 Commercial Street 


History of Atchison Parent-Teacher Council 


The first organized group of Atchison 
parents and teachers met on December 6, 
1912, in the Washington School with 70 mo- 
thers and nine teachers present. At this meet- 
ing Mrs. E. T. Shelley was elected president, 
Miss Irene Woerner, secretary, and Mrs. J. J. 
Leahy and Miss Elizabeth June were appointed 
on a planning committee. During the first 
year this group was called the Mother’s Club, 
but on November 19, 1913, the name ‘’Parent- 
Teachers Association’’ was chosen. From 1912 
to 1917 the association grew to a membership 
of 250 parents and teachers. 


During the World War |, Atchison 
mothers were busy with the Red Cross, and 
there was a lapse in the work along educational 
lines. However, in 1919, Superintendent 
Study and Mrs. B. L. Brockett, planned the 
Organization of Parent-Teacher associations 
in each of the grade schools of Atchison. At the 
time of Mrs. Brockett’s resignation, this goal 
was attained. The leaders chosen for the vari- 
ous districts were: Mrs. A. H. Lehman, Wash- 
ington; Mrs. Will H. Harrison, Martin; Mrs. 
C. H. Harris, Roosevelt; Mrs. Ed Mattocks, 
Franklin. 


A council of the various P.T.A. groups 
was later formed. 


Newly elected officers for the Council 
are: president, Mrs. Max Ball; Ist vice-presi- 
dent, Mrs. Charles Lafferty; 2nd vice-presi- 
dent, Mrs. Ted Pickrell; secretary and treasur- 
er, Mrs. Roy Fuhrman. 


County Parent-Teacher Association Units 


Bellevue School’s Parent-Teacher Assoc- 
iation has the distinction of being the first 
Organized county unit in Atchison county. 
Mrs. A. M. Andrews, still a resident in the 
district, was the first president and was re- 
elected three times. The Association was or- 
ganized November 21, 1924. Mrs. Alfred 
Drimmel is the newly elected president for the 
coming year. 


Shannon P.T.A. was organized October 
28, 1935, and has been a very active unit 
until disbanding in 1954. 


White Clay unit was organized in 1937 
with Mrs. C. A. Volk as its first president, Mrs. 
Elmer Stillings is the new president for the 
coming term. 


Mrs. D. L. Signor was the first president 
of Effingham’s P.T.A. when it was organized 
December 8, 1939. Mrs. Kelly is now the 
leader of the group serving as its president. 


The Muscotah P.T.A. unit was formed in 
1932 with Mrs. Ralph Small as president. 


This page is sponsored by: 


The Atchison County Council was organ- 
ized August 26, 1938, and was one of the 
first nine councils organized in the state. Mrs. 
Goldsmith Cormode of Shannon served as its 
first president and Mrs. Everett Hawk of Ef- 
fingham was elected to serve as the incoming 
president. The county units and the city units 
ccmprise the membership of the Council. 


St. Benedict’s Parent-Teacher Association 
was organized in September, 1938, when 
Father Albert Haverkamp called all members 
of the parish to meet and decide whether or 
not to organize a P.T.A. The decision was 
unanimous and the following officers were 
elected: Mrs. Charles Finney, president; Sister 
Florina, O.S.B., first vice-president; Mrs. Fred 
Donovan, second vice-president; Mrs. Harry 
Roche, secretary-treasurer. Mrs. E. W. Emery 
and Mrs. Chris Steinweiden explained the ob- 
jects of the P.T.A. and bylaws were read and 
approved. Seventy-two members joined the 
Organization. 


On March 8, 1939, the unit voted to join 
the Atchison city and county councils of Par- 
ent-Teacher Association. 


Past Presidents are as follows: Mrs. 
Maurice O'Keefe, Mrs. Harry Roche, Mrs. 
Edmund Bilimek, Mrs. Jack Gardner, Mrs. Ted 
DeBauge, Mrs. Merle Kearns, Mrs. Tom Mox- 
cey, Mrs. Joe Bird, and Mrs. Herman Kern. 


St. Benedict’s has a total membership 
of 107 paid members, with all teachers and 
each family represented. Officers for the com- 
ing years are: Mrs. J. F. Haines, president; 
Mrs. A. M. Harned, Ist vice-president; Sister 
Sebastian, O.S.B., 2nd vice-president; Mrs. 
Wm. Brady, secretary; Mrs. D. D. Flynn, treas- 
urer. 


Central Grade School Parent-Teacher As- 
sociation was organized in 1938. It was an 
outgrowth of the original Mother’s group at 
Ingalls grade school and the Roosevelt P.T.A. 
Mrs. Sheffield Ingalls was the first president 
of the Mothers’ group in 1913, and the late 
Mrs. B. L. Brockett was the first president .of 
the Ingalls Parent Teacher association when 
it was organized in 1919. 


The association has grown to the present 
1954 total of 167 mothers, 88 fathers, and ten 
teachers. This year the association received 
the Oak Leaf Award from the Kansas Congress 
for its 26% increase in membership. 


Central P.T.A. sponsors a_ Pre-School 
mothers’ study group, an adult education study 
group, a Mother-singers’ chorus, and Cub Pack 
ae), 


Runyan Jewelers — 513 Commercial Street 
Commerce Acceptance Co. — 604 Commercial Street 


The officers for 1953-54 school year are: 
president, Mrs. Wm. A. Roe; Ist vice-president, 
Kenneth Summerwell: secretary, Mrs. William 
Gerardy; treasurer, Mr. Oscar McGuire. These 
officers were also re-elected for a second year. 


Franklin Parent-Teacher Association was 
organized in 1919 with Mrs. Robert Wilkins 
the first president. Mrs. Ted Baker was also 
one of the first presidents. This association 
has an annual pot-luck supper attended by all 
the parents and children of the district, at 
which time the sixth grade at the school and 
their parents are honored. It is also their 
custom to give their president a Life Member- 
ship in the Kansas Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tion. Officers for the past year are: Mrs. Scot- 
tie Stevens, president; Mrs. Grace Armstrong, 
Ist vice-president; Mrs. Melvin Smart, 2nd 
vice-president; Mrs. Norman Ford, secretary; 
Mrs. Thomas Hines, treasurer; Mrs. Jim Jef- 
fries is the newly elected president. 


The first meeting of St. Joseph’s Parent- 
Teacher Association was called to order No- 
vember 4, 1938, at 2:30, by the late Father 
Albert Haverkamp. Officers elected were Mrs. 
Herman Crouch, president; Sister Mary Wil- 
liam, Ist vice-president; Mrs. Roy Calaway, 
2nd vice-president; Mrs. Joe Hess, secretary 
and treasurer. 


The past presidents of this association 
are: Mrs. Mike Flynn, Sr., Mrs. P. L. Arens- 
berg, Mrs. William Erpelding, Mrs. John 
Weatherford, Mrs. Leo Ruhlman, Sr., Mrs. 
Ernest Hegarty, Mrs. Ralph Eckart, Mrs. Lee 
Fisher, Mrs. Herman Nass, Mrs. Warren Hop- 
kins, and Mrs. Jack Young. 


St. Joseph’s P.T.A. is the only P.T.A. 
with both a mother and daughter holding of- 
fice of president in the same school. Mrs. 
Ernest Hegarty was a three time president at 
St. Joseph’s school. Mrs. Hegarty was also 
president of the City Council. Her daughter, 
Mrs. Jack Young, is now on her second year 
as president. 


Some of the interesting highlights at St. 
Joseph’s were a Spelling Bee with members 
present in participation and Mrs. Hubert Elias 
was the winner. Sister Florence Feeney has 
been a guest of the organization several times. 
Her topics being educational and entertaining. 
Other gracious guests have been Father Au- 
gustine Rottering, who spoke on old coin col- 
lections and his ham radio operations. The 
famous Bill Martin, illustrator of childrens’ 
books, was a guest speaker. 


Mrs. Herman Nass and Mrs. Ernest Heg- 
arty are the only Life Members of St. Joseph’s 
Parent-Teacher Association. 
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P.T.A. officers for the coming year are: 
Mrs. Jack Young, president; Mrs. Irvin Demp- 
sey, vice-president; Mrs. James Hagen, secre- 
tary; and Mrs. Tom Weingart, treasurer. 
Father Matthew Hall is the pastor and very 
active in all P.T.A. work. 


Early records of Martin Parent-Teacher 
Association have been lost, but it is known that 
it was quite active in the late twenties. We do 
have the list of presidents since 1932. They 
are: Mrs. C. O. Wright, Mrs. Robert Cahill, 
Mrs. O. P. May, Mrs. Rex Davis, Mrs. S. J. 
Blythe, Mrs. F. P. Gehring, Mrs Arthur Whit- 
aker, Mrs. W. D. Wolfe, Mrs. Phil Eckels, Mrs. 
Ray Faubion, Mrs. Thomas Schletzbaum, Mrs. 
Willis Shaffer, Mrs. Gilbert Handke, Mrs. Earl 
Robertson, and Mrs. Ted Pickrell. During 
these years the school and the association have 
worked closely together. The newly elected 
officers are: Mrs. Earl Hoecker, president; 
Mrs. Wm. Mize, 2nd vice-president; Mrs. 
Floyd Sappington, secretary; Mrs. Fred John- 
son, ~ treasurer, 


Trinity Lutheran P.T.A. was organized 
November 11, 1936. The units first president 
was Mrs. John Moxley. Emphasis is placed on 
spiritual education in programs of Trinity 
Lutheran P.T.A. 


The unit adopts and carries out a project 
each year. New desks for all the school rooms 
have been purchased through the efforts of 
this unit. Lutheran P.T.A. cooperates with all 
local P.T.A. units in the joint Founders Day 
and legislative meetings. Other activities in- 
clude a chili supper prepared for the public. 


Officers are as follows: president, Mrs. 
Ken Frommer; vice-president, Mrs. Ed Nie- 
mann, secretary, Mrs. Ralph Stanton, treas- 
urer, Mrs. Larry Ebbs. 


The Washington School P.T.A. was or- 
ganized December 6, 1912, and used as their 
theme ‘‘Home — We Work Together — 
School’. The first officers were: president, 
Mrs. E. T. Shelly, vice-president, Mrs. Carl 
Krueger; secretary, Miss Woerner; treasurer, 
Miss Holthaus. Committee on Plans: Mrs. 
Leahy and Miss June. The first project was 
student gardens and the P.T.A. bought the 
seed. The first item bought for the school was 
a Victor Talking Machine. The officers elected 
for the next school year, 1954-55, are presi- 
dent, Mrs. Clarence Reynolds; Ist vice-presi- 
dent, Mrs. Josephine Sampson; 2nd vice-presi- 
dent, Mrs. Franklin Gardner; secretary, Mrs. 
Ed Willman; treasurer, Mrs. Louis White. 


Individual Mausoleum Co. — ‘’Memorials’’ 
Dilgert Tea Room & Confectionery — 630 Commercial Street 


Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen 


Conductor E. T. O’Connor — Local Chairman 
B of RT No. 434, 1428 Santa Fe Street, Atchi- 
son, Kans, 


Frank Aldrich — Deputy President Bro- 
therhood of Railroad Trainmen, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 
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A charter was granted for Atchison Lodge 
No. 434, Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, 
Atchison, Kans., December 5, 1897. Missouri 
Pacific Lines. The charter members: G. O. 
Bostwick, W. P. Baker, L. M. Baker, John 
Coleman, W. M. Coleman, D. P. Collins, E. F. 
Weirich, Thos. Hothum, H. A. Lee, C. H. Lee, 
Ticm Powers, G: E-Pool eA, Runyon; J. J. 
Layton, Peter Ruff, M. B. Stowell, G. W. 
Thompson, N. S. Walizer, A. A. Walizer, J. 
E. Wells, and G. W. Steckell. 


This brotherhood represents Conductors, 
Brakemen, and Switchmen on the Central 
Branch between Atchison and Greenleaf, Kans. 
Omaha Division, Atchison to Omaha, Nebr., 
and Switchmen in the Atchison yard. 


In 1911 when the Division was moved 
membership working on the Omaha Division 
were transferred to Falls City, Nebr., Lodge 
No. 853 having been organized at that point. 


The late L. M. Baker, one of the charter 
memoders of B of RT, was secretary and treas- 
urer from the time Atchison Lodge 434 was 
organized until he moved to Chicago, Ill., to 
make his home with his son, Otto Baker. 


The late W. A. Carr was elected to suc- 
ceed L. M. Baker, Condr. G. E. Reece suceed- 
ed W. A. Carr, Condr. D. F. Mason succeeded 
Yardman W. A. Carr, Yardman G. M. Collins 
was elected to succeed D. F. Mason. Yardman 
N. H. Wolters is serving as secretary-treasurer 
at the present time. 


Presidents of BRT 434 in the past were: 
J. J. Layton, Doc. Dowell, W. P. Backes, Geo. 
Schroder, F. L. Furst, E. F. McKibben, and J. 
C. Peterson who is presiding at present. 


One of the prominent members of Atchi- 
son Lodge 434 B. of RT is Frank Aldrich, who 
served as General Chairman from September, 
1917, until June 1952 and is now a Deputy 
president of the organization located at Los 
Angeles, Calif. Aldrich served as local chair- 
man from 1911 till 1917 and was succeeded 
by the late Condr. A. K. Bush who served until 
1921 when he resigned as local chairman. 
Condr. E. T. O’Connor was elected to succeed 
Bush and has served as local chairman con- 
tinuously since 1921 and is the senior member 
of the General Committee of the B of RT on 
the Missouri Pacific Lines. 


This organization meets the first Sunday 
of each month in the V. F. W. Hall located at 
Fifth and Kansas. 


Retired Conductor Bert Donaldson is the 
oldest member of Atchison Lodge 434 having 
joined the lodge on September 6, 1903. 


Kansas Power & Light Co. 
Brenner Tobacco & Liquor Store —~ East Atchison, Mo, 


Atchison Duplicate Bridge Club 


The Atchison Duplicate Bridge Club was 
organized in 1938 and met at the Elks Club 
until gasoline rationing was imposed during 
World War II, which prevented the attendance 
of visiting players from neighboring cities. 


Shortly after the end of the war the club 
again began functioning, meeting at first at 
Thompson’s Restaurant, then the Atchison 
Hotel, and for the past three of four years at 
the Elks Club where it is now located. 


The Atchison Club is a member club of 
the American Contract Bridge League, and 
members of the Club are eligible to play in 
National, State or local tournaments which are 
held under the auspices of the League. Mem- 
bership in the Atchison Club is open, without 
charge, to all bridge players. 


Carl H. Henrichson has been the Director, 
and Mrs. William Enright the secretary and 
treasurer of the Club since its inception. 


Meetings are held at the Elks every 
Monday evening at eight o’clock, and the at- 
tendance approximates seven to ten tables. 


Atchison Turnverein 


The Atchison Turnverein, German Society 
devoted to athletic clubs, their meeting places 
throughout the country known as Turner Hall. 
The Atchison Society was organized in 1859. 
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Center: Wm. Hekelnkaemper. Top row, 
clockwise: Rob’t Forbriger, Herzog, Wm. Lob- 
enstine, unknown, Geo. Poehler, Emil Meier, 
Henry Luth, John Antle. Other members of 
this period: Gus Haegelin, Julius Seitz, Julius 
Kuhn, Christian Hansen. 


Senator Atchison President for a Day 


The fourth of March, 1849, occurring on 
Sunday, president Zachary Taylor was not in- 
augurated until Monday. Judge Atchison, as 
presiding officer of the Senate, became vir- 
tually President of the United States during 
the 24 hours. In referring to this accidental 
dignity, on how he enjoyed his exalted position, 
the Senator replied that he could tell little 
about it as, overcome with several days and 
nights of official labor, he slept through nearly 
his whole term of service. 


Blair Milling & Elevator Co., Inc. 
Frontier Drive-In Theatre — East Atchison, Mo, 


Left to right, first row: Mrs. John Stone, Mrs. Ray Wyrick, Mrs. Roland Noblet; center 


row: Mrs. Ralph Henderson, Mrs. Miles Conoway, Mrs. Chuck Nelson, Mrs. Bill Clark, Mrs. Lew 
Jacobs, Mrs. Louis Hausman, Mrs. Stanley Munson, and Mrs. Chet Lemon; back row: Mrs. Ivan 
Schottel, Mrs. Jim Jeffries, Mrs. Herbert Handke, Mrs. Walter Davenport, Mrs. John Levin, II, 
Mrs. Jack Roche, Mrs. Bud Netzer, Mrs. Fred Brooke, Mrs. Dave Laurie, Mrs. Cloud Cray, Jr., Mrs. 
Bob Burnes, Mrs. Sam Radford, Mrs. Bob Fisher, Mrs. Bob Henderson, Mrs. Virgil Green. 


The Junior Guild 


The Junior Guild Club has grown out of 
an organization called the Jaycee Jaynes. 
The change of name occurred in 1950. 


The Jaycee Jaynes was first organized on 
June 27, 1947. The members were wives of 
members of the Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
There were about 22 women present for the 
first meeting. The purpose of the club was 
to assist with Junior Chamber of Commerce 
projects and to provide a means for the wives 
to become acquainted. 


Projects undertaken by the Jaycee Jaynes 
were to help with the Christmas party at the 
State Orphans’ Home, to sell fireworks helping 
to aid the Fourth of July celebration, to aid 
needy families at Christmas time, card parties 
to assist expense of the Hallowe’en parade and 
operate concession stands following the parade. 
They also helped in publicizing the voting 
campaigns. 

At present, the Junior Guild club activi- 
ties include soliciting for the United Funds 
Drive, registration for the TB X-rays, recruit- 
ing for the Blood Bank, helping needy families 
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and the orphans’ hcme at Christmas time and 
plays an active part in informing the public 
on Cancer, entering a float in each parade. 


There is a limited membership of 40 in 
the club. 


The Grasshopper Invasion 


The year 1874 was a disastrous one for 
the people of this vicinity. This was a year of 
drought followed by the grasshopper invasion. 
“They came in great clouds darkening the sky, 
and settled down on trees and growing crops, 
devouring leaf and branch’’. During the entire 
summer and fall this destruction continued. 
Appeal was made to the State Legislature for 
funds to relieve the situation, but this was not 
felt to be practicable, and the burden fell upon 
the counties. However a State Relief Commit- 
tee was organized and collected money and 
goods frcm people all over the United States, 
and disbursed it to those in need. 


When the 1875 crop of locusts were 
hatched, however, they flew away as suddenly 
as they had come, and left time for late plant- 
ing which turned out to be the most fruitful 
season in the history of Kansas. 


Bruce-Runyan Oil Co. 
Brazeal Motor Co. — Chrysler-Plymouth — 4th and Main Srteets 


1920 Charter members of the American 
Legion Auxiliary, Fleming-Jackson-Seever Post 
No. 6, Atchison, Kans. Top row: Miss Anna 
Hayes, Mrs. C. V. Jacobs, Mrs. John O'Rourke, 
Mrs. Hale Bayley. Third row: Mrs. Oliver Gar- 
rison, Mrs. Jack Weatherford, Mrs. John 
Clingan, (Unknown), Mrs. K. Marr, Mrs. John 
Hansen. Second row: Mrs. C. S. A. Turner, 
Miss Ethel Turner, Miss Mary Koebrick, Mrs. 
Isabelle Bentley (Roth), Mrs. Walter Stuebing- 
er, Mrs. John Leahy, Bottom row: Lula 
Faulkner, Mrs. R. G. Bosanko, Mrs. Marvin 
Parker (Lorene Jacobs), Mrs. Charles Hous- 
ton, Mrs. Walter Voigt, Mrs. C. H. Linley, 
Mrs. C. A. Allen, all reading left to right. 


Mayoralty Election, 1898 
(From ‘Atchison Champion’, April 2, 1898) 


‘‘Mayor Donald made the statement that 
no saloons would be allowed to operate on 
Sunday, two days before election. This is to 
notify the mayor that his friend Turk Burke 
had his place at 907 Main Street open all 
day and that the mayor’s nephew, Donald Ash- 
mun, was steering ‘’prospects’’ in and out of 
the place from early till late.”’ 


Note: Don passed 123 men for free beer. 


Mr. Donald won over Orr by 128 votes. 
Daa: 
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High School Debate Team 


The Atchison High School Debate Team 
is composed of Mary Linder, Valerie Leibowitz, 
Dick Roark, and Ronald Dawe. They are coach- 
ed by Mr. Victor Capper of the high school 
teaching staff. The team placed second in 
the State Debate Tournament at Kansas Uni- 
versity, January 29-30 of this year. In the 
Speech Tournament Ronald Dawe placed first 
in extemporanious speech, and Mary Linder 
placed first for informative speech. Mr. Cap- 
per has taught in Atchison seven years, and 
leaves this fall to take a similar position at 
Lawrence. 


The Fleming Co. —- Wholesale Grocers 
Orpheum Theatre — Fine Movie Entertainment 


Kiwanis History 


The Atchison Kiwanis Club was organiz- 
ed in the Spring of 1921 and on May 6 of that 
year was chartered by. Kiwanis International 
with a membership of 50. Frank-F. Woodford 
was installed as the first president. 


Only one of the charter members, Thos. 
V. Byrne, is at present a member of the club 
after 33 years. 


During it’s initial year the Atchison 
Kiwanis Club raised over $5,000 for the Atchi- 
son Hospital and through the years has contin- 
ued service projects to the City of Atchison. 
Today’s major areas of service is with Boys and 
Girls Work, 4-H work, Boy Scouts and needy 
children. 


The club membership is at present 61 
with Rev. Neil Dukelow serving as president. 
Past presidents during the last five years were: 
Warren Stanley, Frank Hunn, Bud Cray, Lloyd 
Bell and Ted Touslee. 


Bellevue Country Club 


The first golf course in Atchison was lo- 
cated on property east of the Atchison Hos- 
pital. The next course, which was built a few 
years later, was known as Guthrie Pasture and 
was located on ground where Amelia Earhart 
Stadium is now located. 


In 1920 a small group of civic minded 
men agreed to solicit funds to purchase land 
for the forming of a Country Club and a sum 
of $45,000.00 was raised to purchase a tract 
of land consisting of 160 acres west of the 
city. This land was purchased from Mrs. Bob 
Klepper. The four principal founders of the 
club were Wirt Hetherington, William Thayer, 
Gilbert Guthrie and Frank Mangelsdorf. 


An initial membership of 185 members 
purchased stock and began payment of an- 
nual dues. An old farm house on the property 
was remodeled, a water line was built extend- 
ing from 13th street to the golf course and the 
entire farm was seeded to grass and the golf 
course was layed out by a professional golf 
architect. 


Wirt Hetherington was the first president 
of the club and he acted in this capacity for a 
five year period. In 1931 the club was re- 
organized under the leadership of James M. 
Challis and the officers under the new charter 
were C. A. Lockwood, president; Doctor M. T. 
Dingess, vice-president; L. C. Harman, secre- 
tary; Jack Hartman, treasurer. Members of 
the first board of directors were H. E. Much- 
nic, J. A. Kinney, John Kaff, Edgar Mattocks 
and Maurice O'Keefe. 
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Clancy Miller, Atchison, a member of the 
club, was State Amateur Golf Champion in 
SV, 


Present officers of the club are: J. M. 
Carrigan, president; B. C. Poehler, Vice-presi- 
dent; James Lowry, secretary; James Beattie, 
treasurer. The board of directors are: C. B. 
McDonald, Chester Mize, Jr., C. L. Cray, Jr., 
Carol Greenlund, Louis Hausman, B. C. Poeh- 
ler, and J. M. Carrigan. 


History of Friendship Lodge No. 5 


Friendship Lodge No. 5 was organized 
October 17, 1857, with 20 charter members. 
One of these 20, namely C. A. Logan, transfer- 
red to Leavenworth in July 1858. In 1859 he 
was elected Grand Master of Kansas. In 1872 
he was elected Grand Sire of the World. 


Friendship Lodge met in many buildings 
here in Atchison. The first in a little two story 
building at Second and Commercial. In 1884 
they moved into the building at Fifth and 
Kansas Avenue which is owned by the Odd 
Fellows. The rock used in the foundation was 
quarried at the site of the building. 


At one time there were two Odd Fellow 
Lodges in Atchison, the other one was known 
as Schiller Lodge No. 33. 


The following men have been Grand 
Masters of the State: John Price, 1867; Charles 
Krebs, 1881; Dr. G. W. Allaman, 1905; and 
ee, Phale AGZSiS2 


The following have served as Grand 
Patriarchs of the Encampment Branch: J. A. 
Martin in 1869; S. H. Kelsey, 1876; Thos. 
Beattie, 1889; and C. A. Hansen, 1951. In 
1902 Mrs. Hattie V. Feist served as president 
of the Rebekah Assembly. 


Wendling’s — The Rexall Store — 627 Commercial Street 
Levin Furniture & Appliance Co. ‘Most interesting store in Atchison’ 


At the present time, Odd Fellowship has 
the following organization. Friendship Lodge 
No. 5, Friendship Rebekah No. 288, Hesperian 
Encampment No. 6, Ladies Encampment Aux- 
iliary No. 6, and Friendship Jr. Lodge No. 14. 


History of the Atchison Alumnae 
Chapter of Sigma Sigma Sigma 


The Atchison Alumnae Chapter of Sigma 
Sigma Sigma, organized December, 1952, was 
formally chartered by the National President 
March, 1953. It is one of 54 collegiate and 
over 100 alumnae chandters of Tri Sigma, na- 
tional social sorority. Charter members and 
officers were: Mrs. Dorothy Seybold, president; 
Mrs. E. French, secretary; Mrs. Bill Willis, 
treasurer; Mrs. Rex Schwein, publicity chair- 
man; Mrs. L. E. Daniel, Jr., Mrs. Bill Haegelin, 
Mrs. Armin Soph and Mrs. Harold Palmer. 
Mrs. Haegelin and Mrs. Schwein wrote the 
song chosen as the 1953 National Convention 
song. Mrs. Schwein is also national alumnae 
editor of ‘’The Triangle’’, quarterly magazine 
of the sorority. 


Meetings are held monthly in the homes 
of the members. 


History of the Atchison Branch of the 
American Association of University Women 


In 1927, 32 college women interested in 
continuing their education organized a Branch 
of the American Association of University 
Women. During five active years studies were 
made of the rural schools, modern education, 
political situations, book reviews, art exhibits, 
pictures and student loans were provided. The 
presidents were Mrs. Ralph Shelly, Mrs. C. O. 
Wright, Mrs. O. P. May, Miss Ethel Bales, Mrs. 
Steadman Ball, and Mrs. Gerald Foley. The 
Branch was inactive until June, 1939, when 
it was reorganized with Mrs. Allen Linley as 
president, who was followed in office by Mrs. 
Phillip Schrack, Mrs. Frank Todd, Mrs. Stead- 
man Ball, Miss Violet Randolph, Miss Sylvia 
Nelson, Mrs. Alfred Mangelsdorf, and Mrs. 
Herman Feldman. 


There are 50 members busy with studies 
of International Relations, Legislation, Social 
Problems, Child Welfare, and Art. The Branch 
has sponsored a nursery school, an art exhibit 
by a local artist, art study classes, an annual 
tea for senior girls to interest them in college, 
receipts from Lyceum pictures for Fellowships 
for advanced study for women, and is now 
working on the ‘’Walking Blood Bank” for the 
Atchison Hospital. Elected officers besides 
the president are; vice-president, Miss Dorothy 
Hanson; treasurer, Mrs. Dale Skelton; secre- 
tary, Mrs. Wm. Haegelin. 
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Boy Scouts of America 


Scouting began in Atchison County short- 
ly after the National Council was chartered 
by Congress in 1916. The first chartered unit 
with uninterrupted tenure was Troop 2, now 
Troop 91, at the St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. 
Frank McBratney was Scoutmaster. 


The Methodist Church sponsored boys’ 
camping in 1917. A charter was obtained as 
Troop 3; H. W. Vernon, scoutmaster; in 1925. 
It has unbroken service as Troop 92. 


Early units chartered prior to 1929 are: 
Troop 93, Christian Church, Walter Boney, 
scoutmaster; Troop 90, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, G. C. Von Neida, scoutmaster; Troop 
54, A. M. E. Church, Jéhn Richard Moore, 
scoutmaster; Troop 56, Children’s Home, spon- 
sored by the Kiwanis Club, C. N. Snyder, Jr., 
scoutmaster. 


Cubbing started in 1940, with Pack 15, 
O. B. Littlefield, cubmaster, sponsored by the 
Atchison P. T. A. In 1943 Pack 58, Clarence 
Jacobs, cubmaster, was organized by St. Bene- 
dict’s Church. The original Cub pack divided. 
Martin, Central, Franklin, Effingham and 
Trinity Lutheran Schools and the Children’s 
Home have Cub Packs. 


Early officials with the Atchison District 
and the Pony Express Council were: A. C. 
Berger, Wm. E. Wheeler, G. S. Squires, and 
A. P. Eyman, in the 1920's. 


1954 District officers: Clarence Jacobs, 
vice-president, Pony Express Council; J. Ad- 
dison Mize, National Council Representative; 
Lawrence Mastin, District Chairman; John S 
May, Commissioner. 


The individual units, their sponsoring in- 
stitutions and their leaders in the Atchison 
District are: Pack 52, Martin School P. T. A., 
John Adair; Pack 53, Central School P. T. A., 
Ray Edwinson; Pack 54, Franklin School P. T. 
A., Charles Hurst, Jr.; Pack 55, Washington 
School P. T. A., Wesley Jones; Pack 56, Rotary 
Club, J. V. Goodnight; Pack 58, St. Benedict’s 
Church, Edmund Bilimek; Pack 83, Effingham 
P. T. A., Walter F. Sutter; Pack 94, Trinity 
Lutheran P. T. A., Francis Carson; Troop 53, 
St. Benedict’s, Vincent Regan; Troop 55, St. 
Joseph’s, Louis Weinmann; Troop 56, Kiwanis 
Club, Loren Bradley; Troop 57, First Baptist, 
Vernon Buell; Troop 86, Trinity Episcopal, 
John C. Schmidt; Troop 91, St. Mark’s Luth- 
eran, Jack Kuhn; Troop 92, Methodist and 
Presbyterian, V. R. Niles; Troop 83, First 
Christian, Douglas Merritt. 


Assistant District Commissioners, Walter 
Hinnen, Daryl Stith, George Park; Neighbor- 
hood commissioners, Ed Trompeter, Phil Rude, 
Lynn Morrow; Consultant for Cubbing, Mrs. 
Helen Thixton. 


Snowden, Mize Drug Co. — 201-209 Main Street 
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Daughters of American Revolution 


Junior Group of Daughters of American 
Revolution, No. 5, Top Row: Katherine Fields, 
Anna Groves, Doris Hand; Middle Row: Doro- 
thea Bacon, Ruth Howard, Jane Ham Gillespie, 
Norma Woodhouse; Bottom Row: Margaret 
Endebrock Pollock, Alzada Bixler Meyer, 
Helen Howard. 


The National Society of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution was founded in 
1890. 18 years later, on January 28, 1908, 
Atchison Chapter, No. 785, was organized at 
the home of Mrs. W. P. Waggener by the 
State Regent of Kansas, Mrs. William E. Stan- 
ley, widow of the late Governor Stanley of 
Kansas. 


The officers elected at that meeting 
were: Mrs. Martha Spurr Waggener, Regent; 
Mrs. Mary E. Stevens Adams, Vice Regent; 
Miss Margaret L. Barrows, Recording Sec’y; 
Mrs. Jessie Vader Lyon, Corresponding Sec’y; 
Miss Caroline M. Cosgrove, Registrar; Miss 
Nona Linley, Treasurer; and Mrs. Frances 
White Linley, Historian. 


Other charter members present were: 
Mrs. Amanda N. Cosgrove, Miss Myrtle Hope 
Kimball, Mrs. Alice B. Lamme, Mrs. Mabel 
Waggener Smith, Miss Corine Linley, Miss 
Marie Liniey, Mrs. Della Nolan Skinner, Mrs. 
Abbie Lyon Vader, and Mrs. Mattie Stratton 
Washer. 


The purpose of the Society is ‘to per- 
petuate the memory of men and women who 
achieved American independence and to foster 
patriotic citizenship today’. Among local ac- 
tivities not covered by the illustrations are: 
presentation of flags, framed pictures, and 
Flag Codes to city and county schools; spon- 
soring Good Citizen and Girl Homemaker 
groups in the high school; Citizenship Manuals 
to newly naturalized citizens; furnishing a 
room in the Atchison Hospital and maintain- 
ing a valuable D. A. R. library in the Public 
Library. A current project is assistance to the 
Eisenhower Foundation Museum at Abilene. 


Past Regents of Atchison Chapter: Mrs. 
W. P. Waggener, Mrs. J. P. Adams, Mrs. C. 
H. Linley, Mrs. George Hooper, Mrs. L. W. 
Bixler, Mrs. G. W. Hendrickson, Mrs. R. V. 
Wilcox, Mrs. S. J. Blythe, Sr., Mrs. W. H. 
Swain, Mrs. A. E. Bowen, Mrs. J. A. Fulton, 
Mrs. F. J..Hole, Mrs. Wallace Brockett, Mrs. 
C.R. Miller, Mrs. O. P. May, Mrs. Lawrence 
Day, Mrs. A. H. Lehman, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Slade, Miss Nellie Trueblood, Miss Edra Lake, 
Mrs. Charles Houston, and Miss Mary Alice 
Norton. 


Officers for the coming year are: Mrs. 
Earl Robertson, Regent; Miss Pauline Ritner, 
Vice Regent; Mrs..R. N. Beck, Second Vice - 
Regent; Mrs. Arthur Weinmann, Recording 
Secretary; Mrs. Don Ashmun, Corresponding 
Secretary; Mrs. O. P. May, Treasurer; Miss 
Nelle Blythe, Registrar; Mrs. Charles Houston, 
Historian; Mrs. H. C. Vanstrum, Chaplain; 
Mrs. E. B. Slade, Librarian; and Miss Nellie 
Trueblood, Reporter. 


The Atchison Chapter has 41 resident 
members, and 24 non-resident members. 


Altrusa Club 


wa Meet Agnes Deny | 


The Atchison Aid Association was started 
January 20, 1905. The members looked after 
the sick and needy. They gave a monthly 
annuity to aged women; they gave food, cloth- 
ing, medicine and cheerful calls to anyone 
in need. 


A group of former members of the Atchi- 
son Aid met at the home of Mrs. John Brown 
in October, 1932, and the name Altrusa Club 
was approved. Purpose of the meetings, twice 
a month, was for sociability, intellectual enter- 


Hotel Atchison — Seventh & Commercial Streets 
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Schmierer Drug Store — ‘Follow the crowd to Schmierer’s” 


tainment and helpfulness. Programs are pro- 
vided by the hostess on current events, travel 
experiences, book reviews, original plays, re- 
search subjects, quizzes, poetry and chosen 
magazine articles. The roll call has become 
a special feature due to various and carefully 
selected responses and resulting discussions. 
Motto of the club is ‘The Altruist is ever mind- 
ful of the interests of others’. The club has 
contributed to the Red Cross, Children’s hot 
lunches, USO, literature for Naval Air Sta- 
tions, sewing for Red Cross, Flood Relief and 
Atchison Centennial Certificates. 


Mrs. Robert Cahill served as president of 
the club for many years until her resignation 
in 1951 due to ill health. Mrs. Agnes Drury 
is now the president. 


Rotary International 


A lonesome man, Paul Harris, started a 
club in Chicago in February, 1905, with it’s 
meetings held in rotation in the members 
places of business. The members were friend- 
ly and congenial and each represented an hon- 
orable vocation different from that of the 
others. By 1910 the idea of helping each other 
with kindly heart and friendly spirit had such 
an appeal that nine more Rotary Clubs were 
organized from coast to coast. Today there 
are 8,155 clubs in 88 countries of the world 
comprising, a total of more than 384,000. 


The objects of Rotary are, briefly: com- 
munity service and advancement of interna- 
tional understanding. Rotarians motto: ‘He 
profits most who serves best’’ and ‘Service 
above self’’. 

The Atchison Club was organized in 
1918, sponsored by the Leavenworth Club. 
The charter members living today are: Wirt 
Hetherington, Harry Muchnic, Earl Jones, Sr., 
and Don Miller, now of St. Joseph, Mo. 


Present officers: president, Dick Demp- 
ster; vice-president, Max Klein; secretary- 
treasurer; Keith Meade. Other directors: Paul 
Buenning, Robert Johnstone, Al Bennett. Of- 
ficers elect: president, Paul Buenning; vice- 
president, Stan Munson; secretary-treasurer, 
Arch Davis. Other directors: Harry Hixon, 
Robert Ramsay, and Amos Zoellers. 


Community Concerts Association 


The Atchison Chapter of Community 
Concerts Association began June 13, 1945, 
and is the outgrowth of a desire on the part 
of music lovers to bring ‘’Carnegie Hall to the 
local community’, to increase the enjoyment 
good music affords, and to enrich the cultural 
life of our city. 


Programs have been excellent. Some of 
the outstanding artists have been Alec Temple- 
ton, the Revelers, Patricia Travers, Morley and 
Gerhart, John Carter, the Songmasters, Mona 
Paule and Polyna Stoska. 
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Mt. Saint Scholastica and St. Benedict's 
Colleges have given finest cooperation and 
concerts have been held in the auditorium of 
Mount Saint Scholastica. 


Basil Roark has been the popular presi- 
dent since the chapter was organized and 
other officers are: secretary, Mrs. John Grand- 
bouche; treasurer, Winifred Compton; mem- 
bership chairman, Fritz Smith; publicity chair- 
man, Harold Roberts. 


Atchison Coffee Club 


It is rather difficult to state the exact 
date of the organization of the Atchison Coffee 
Club. As far back as 1937 a small group met 
at Matt Walters Drug Store, including the late 
Bob Jacobs, who was probably the granddaddy 
of the Coffee Club. In this group was Cliff 
Runyan, the late George Ahlborn, Frank Todd 
and Ray Ufford. There were small groups who 
met at Kresges, Woolworths, John Kaffs, and 
Schmierers. 


In October of 1943, there was a fire in 
Matt Walters Drug Store. At this time the 
group got to meeting at 9:30 at Woolworths. 
L. H. Webb was the manager. The various 
groups were consolidated and every morning 
since that date, except during the time Wool- 
worths was rebuilding after the fire in April, 
1945, from 20 to 25 Atchison businessmen 
have met and had their cup of coffee, 400, 
orange juice, or what have you. 


A great many birthdays are celebrated in 
this half hour and if you are skilfull you may 
go weeks without having to pay for your cof- 
fee. The Coffee Club has been going for years 
without dues, rules, regulations, or bylaws. 
The unskilful are only allowed to pay for the 
coffee one a week. 


One can really say that it is an Atchison 
institution and it is known from one end of the 
state to the other. As a point-of-call for po- 
litical campaigners, it’s a ‘‘must’’. Almost 
all of the newcomers, at least those newcomers 
to business on Commercial Street, are initiated 
and introduced to their fellow townsmen at the 
Atchison Coffee Club. For years, the charter 
peels never miss the New Years Coffee 

lub. 


The following is a partial list of members, 
past and present: Jay Dyer, Ray Faubion, L. 
H. Webb, C. G. Schanholtzer, George Cleland, 
Malcolm MacLaren, Jim Lowry, John May, 
Steadman Ball, Bill Roe, F. P. (Doc.) Gehring, 
John Buehler, Al Bennett, Mark Henry, Phil 
Schrack, Fred Stein, Balie Waggener, Charles 
Lafferty, Nels Greenlund, Dave Condon, Den- 
ver Brittain, Oscar May, Bus Burns, Vick Good- 
knight, Bob Pierce, Max Klein, Matt Calovich, 
Ted Touslee, Gus Tauchman, Bob Hanny, Ray 
Ufford, George Falter, Scott Pulliver, Willis 
Shaffer, Dick Drury, Richard Baker, Ridgeway 
Zelly, Frank Todd, Frank Hunn, Bud Goebel, 
Cliff Runyan, A. L. Gray, Harry Hixon. 


Berry Bros. Hatchery — Rural Route No. 4 
Hilltop Greenhouse — 1031 Oak Street 


August Mangelsdorf, Sr., founder of 
Mangelsdorf Seed Co., civic leader in Atchison 
for 50 years. Died at the family home, ‘‘Home- 
WOOG sine l93G. 


Atchison Lions Club 


The Lions Club of Atchison was chartered 
November 4, 1947, at the Hotel Atchison. 
The Leavenworth Lions Club was the mother 
club. Thirty young men were in the original 
group and eight of those men are still in the 
club: Kenneth Althaus, charter president; 
Maurice Knoch, George Mangelsdorf, Roland 
Noblet, Lloyd Piper, Charles Spencer, Charles 
W. Wright, and Ray Wyrick. 


The biggest activity of the club is the 
supervision of the Lion’s Swimming Pool. Many 
other activities have been carried on in the 
past such as: construction of a wading pool, 
construction of the sidewalk from Atchison 
Street up Fourteenth Street to the Amelia 
Earhart Stadium, $125.00 scholarship to some 
high school graduate from the city of Atchison, 
sponsoring the Blind Made Broom Sale, and 
presently we are sponsoring the White Chapel 
Bell Ringers. Many other smaller projects such 
as Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, soft ball teams, 
swimming meets, track meets, and kite flying 
contests have had our support. 

We have to date 41 club members and 
are slowly growing until we hope we will at 
least become a very helpful factor in the 
community of Atchison. Dr. Harold W. Smith 
is our president and a great one he is. 
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American Legion Auxiliary 

The Auxiliary of the Fleming-Jackson- 
Seever Post No. 6, American Legion, was or- 
ganized in Atchison in 1920 with 178 mem- 
bers. Mrs. Fannie Linley was the first presi- 
dent. It was formed to work with the Legion 
in its programs; to serve God and country in 
service to others; to assist in worthy community 
projects; to help the ill or needy veteran and 
his family; and through various projects to 
donate to veterans hospitals. The 1954 presi- 
dent is Mrs. La Veta Good. 


History of Estella Chapter No. 4, O. E. S. 


Estella Chapter No. 4, O. E. S. was the 
fourth chapter to receive a charter from Prince 
Hall Grand Chapter of Kansas. The charter 
was dated June 12, 1885. 

The first grand matron, Mrs. Fannie 
Champ, was a member of Estella Chapter, 
and this chapter has furnished two other grand 
matrons, Mrs. P. G. Porter and Mrs. A. W. 
Green; also a grand patron, C. H. Brown. The 
present grand secretary is Mrs. Chas. H. Smith 
of Estella Chapter, Atchison. 

Four members, Mrs. W. E. Gray, Mrs. 
Jacob Colbert, Mrs. Thomas Brown, and Mrs. 
John George, are eligible this year for 50 year 
pins, and 23 members are eligible for 25 year 
certificates which are presented by the Grand 
Chapter. 

The first meeting place was upstairs in 
the building located at the northwest corner 
of Fifth and Commercial Streets. The present 
hall at 310 Commercial has been used contin- 
uously for over 40 years. 

W. E. Gray has served as patron from 
time to time for over 40 years. J. T. Miles is 
a past patron. 

The present membership is 55 and the 
present officers are: Mrs. Emmanuel Bratton, 
worthy matron; Mrs. Hobart Banks, associate 
matron; Mrs. Adrian Holbert, secretary; Mrs. 
Fred Smith, treasurer. 


International Typographical Union 

“ITU Auxiliary organized in 1950. The 
Woman’s International Auxiliary to the Inter- 
national Typographical Union was organized 
in Atchison in August, 1950, at the home of 
Mrs. John Magers. There are 13 charter mem- 
bers. Mrs. Jack Gardner was elected president 
and served two years, Mrs. Alvah Murray is 
serving her second year as president. The 
Auxiliary meets in the homes of the members 
the fourth Tuesday of the month. The local 
group is affiliated with the Kansas WIA con- 
ference and sends delegates to the conference 
twice a year. 

Purpose of the organization is to foster 
sociability between families of the union mem- 
bers. Social activities include family pot-luck 
dinners and a Christmas party. Christmas box- 
es are sent to !TU members who are in the 
service. 


J. B. Russell, Inc. — ‘’Lumber & Building Materials’’ — 1001 Main 
Hayes Plumbing Co. ‘Plumbing contractors in Atchison for 40 years’ 


Joan of Arc Circle, No. 160 
Daughters of Isabella 


Joan of Arc Circle, No. 160 Daughters 
of Isabella was the third circle organized in 
Kansas, and the first class was initiated on 
July W719 2) eS by M\rs-=G: sie O: Eaugaliny 
National Director, Mrs. P. F. Coyne, State 
Regent of Missouri and Mrs. Kathleen Cotter 
of Missouri, State Deputy and several other 
members of the Kansas City, Mo., Circle. 


The first class initiated had 108 mem- 
bers, and after the second initiation in Sep- 
tember, 1921, there were 151 members. Mrs. 
Mary McLaughlin was the First Regent, Mrs. 
Rose McGrath, First Vic-Regent, and Mrs. 
John Hanson, honorary Past Regent. Father 
Odilo Ottet was the Circle’s first chaplain, and 
we owe much to his encouragement and inter- 
est. The circle organized one of the first 
degree teams in the State and exemplified the 
degrees for other nearby circles. 


Since the beginning of our Circle to the 
present time, we have expended approximately 
$4000.00 in cash to charitable and religious 
projects. For years, we have been affiliated 
with the National Council of Catholic Women 
and cooperate with them in sending supplies 
through their War Relief Service and contri- 
bute regularly to the Red Cross, Community 
Chest and Christmas Seals. 


Present Officers are: Alyce Bilimek, Re- 
gent; Mary Lou Diebolt, Past Regent; Edythe 
Bilimek, Vic-Regent; Anna Schmidt, Fin- Secy.; 
Isabel Kautz, Treasurer; Gertrude Tabor, Rec. 
Secy.; Father Matthew Hall, Chaplain. 


Medical Society Auxiliary 


The auxiliary of the Atchison County 
Medical Society was formed in January of 
1948. It is affiliated with the auxiliaries to 
the Kansas State Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association. The Atchison 
group was organized with the aid of Mrs. Mark 
A. Brawley of Frankfort, Kans., who, in 1948, 
was president-elect of the state auxiliary. 


Aims of the auxiliary are the same as 
those of the national and state organizations 
and they include the extending of the aims of 
the medical profession, community service and 
nurse recruitment. 


Mrs. F. |. Stuart is the current president 
of the Atchison Auxiliary, Mrs. G. A. Patton 
is vice-president, Mrs. Frank K. Bosse, secre- 
tary, and Mrs. Spencer Fast, treasurer. Other 
members are Mrs. W. L. Anderson, Mrs. 
Charles S. Brady, Mrs. Robert O. Brown, Mrs. 
lra R. Morrison, Mrs. Wayne O. Wallace, Mrs. 
A. Whitaker, Mrs. Edwin T. Wulff, Mrs. J. 
Ernest Thompson of Huron and Mrs. John 
Griffith of Effingham. 


This page is sponsored by: 


Atchison Daily Globe 
Touslee Motor Co. — ‘Your Ford Dealer’’ — 111 South Seventh 


The home of Mr. and Mrs. Nobel L. 
Prentis at 202 North Second Street while they 
lived in Atchison. Mr. Nobel L. Prentis died 
in 1900. He was a pioneer Kansas newspaper 
man and author. For a number of years he 
was editorial writer for the Kansas City Star. 
He wrote the Kansas History Book which was 
published in 1899 and was used several years 
in the Kansas schools. Mrs. Nobel L. Prentis 
came to Kansas in 1859. 


American Legion 


Fleming-Jackson-Seever Post No. 6, was 
chartered June 14, 1919, with an original 
membership of 47 veterans of World War lI. 
The first meeting place was on the second 
floor over the old Fire Station at Sixth and 
Kansas Avenue. Other meeting places have 
been: Elk’s Club over Turner Hall, and the 
the Martin Building, until the completion of 
Memorial Hall. During World War II the 
Post moved its home to the second floor of the 
Johnson building at Sixth and Commercial. 
These quarters became inadequate, and the 
building committee consisting of Dorsey 
Underwood as chairman, and Past Commanders 
James W. Lowry, Robert C. Ham, Bernard O. 
Doyle and John Wm. Carr was authorized by 
the Post to procure a new post home. Through 
their efforts the present building at 510 Utah 
Avenue was procured and revamped, and was 
moved into in September of 1950. This was 
paid for and the mortgage burned March 23, 
1953. Present membership of the Post is 
1018. Thirty-five commanders have served. 
The present commander is Francis E. Hyde. 


The Post endeavors to carry out the tenets 
of the Constitution of the American Legion 
and offers its service to the community and 
to the nation in rehabilitism, child welfare, 
Americanism, and national security work. It 
particularly offers the services to veterans of 
World Wars | and II and the Korean Affair, 
and in addition furnishes club room facilities 
for its membership and meeting space for other 
clubs in the community. 


‘Founded by the Sage of Potato Hill’ 


&& 


Senior League 


Composed largely of women who in 1917 
organized the Atchison Junior League, which 
included about 20 young women interested 
in civic welfare, as an auxiliary to the Visiting 
Nurse association, the Senior League continues 
active and contributes liberally to the endless 
needs of the community. 


The Visiting Nurse association later be- 
came the Atchison County Public Health As- 
sociation, and the League continues monthly 
contributions to its support. 


Soon after its organization, the Junior 
League was divided into two groups called the 
Junior and Senior League. Only the Senior 
League remains, made up mostly of charter 
members. 


The names of those in the picture, seated 
left to right, are: Miss Adelaide Howe, Mrs. J. 
W. Edmiston, Miss Anne Diegel, Mrs. Harry 
Muchnic, Miss Amy Cahill, Miss Helen Oster- 
tag, Mrs. Louis Brockett, Mrs. Searles Bolman, 
Mrs. Fred Donovan. Those standing are: Mrs. 
Ruby Mulholland, Mrs. Raymond Jones, Mrs. 
Charles Robinson, Mrs. Sarah Snowden, Mrs. 
Chester Mize, Sr., Mrs. Gale Allen, Miss Flo- 
rence Barth, Mrs. Sheffield Ingalls, Mrs. Rus- 
sell Whitman, Mrs. Albert Schoenecker, Mrs. 
Frank Mangelsdorf, Mrs. Ronald Ramsay. 
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The Fellowship Club 


In the fall of 1932 when the depression 
was going full blast G. C. VonNeida, Secretary 
of the Atchison Y.M.C.A., conceived the idea 
of The Fellowship Club. Fourteen men attend- 
ed the first meeting. Marc Henry, J. W. Dyer, 
and John Buckley are still members of the 
Club. 


J. W. Dyer was elected the first president 
at a dinner meeting held October 5, 1932, at 
the Huntzinger Restaurant at fifty cents per 
plate. Annual dues were 10 cents per year. 
Dance tickets were fifty cents per couple. 


The Fellowship Club circulated the peti- 
tion to bring to a vote the project that resulted 
in the building of Amelia Earhart Stadium. 
lt sponsored many projects such as July 4th 
celebrations, Major Bowes Amateur Troupe, 
Birthday Balls and in the early Spring of 1935 
it hit upon the idea of the Auto and Industrial 
Exposition. This was their greatest move and 
throughout the last few years this has been 
their main effort. 


The club disbanded in 1942 in favor of 
World War Two. It was reorganized again in 
1946 with J. W. Dyer again its president. 


In-formality is the rule at all meetings, 
friendship in the club has guaranteed its pro- 
gress. The club presently is carrying a full 
roster of 60 members. Kenneth L. Althaus is 
the current president. 


Atchison Specialty Mfg. Co. — 1629 Pacific Avenue . 
Atchison Ice Co. — ‘Frozen Food Lockers’’ — 427 Utah Avenue 


Atchison Soroptimist Club 


The Atchison Soroptimist Club was char- 
tered March 8, 1953, with 25 members. The 
officers are as follows: President, Rena Mc- 
Gauhey; Vice President, Kathryn Gilmore; 
Secretary, Helen Pucka; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Louise De Mar; Treasurer, Edythe Bili- 
mek; Board Members, Edythe Benson and 
Sadie Wolters. 


Soroptimist is a coined word — soror- 
Sister Optima-Best. Literally translated —— 
The Best for Women. A soroptimist club is 
a classified service club for women similar 
in structure and purpose to Rotary, Kiwanis 
and many other well known groups for men. 
The first club was organized in Oakland, Cal., 
October 3, 1921. 


Government of the people, by the people 
and for the people is the principle on which 
Soroptimists have delevoped their laws and 
the administrative structure of the organiza- 
tion. The Aims and Objects of Soroptimists 
International Association: (a) To unite the 
Soroptimist Federations throughout the world. 
(b) To promote a universal spirit of friendship 
and service as being conducive to international 
peace. 


Atchison Newcomers’ Club 


The Atchison Newcomers’ Club was or- 
ganized January 15, 1951, by Mrs. Geo. Tun- 
stall, City Hostess, for the purpose of welcom- 
ing new people to Atchison, help them get 
acquainted and make personal friends. The 
club meets every two weeks on Wednesday 
for luncheon and a social afternoon. In ad- 
dition to the afternoon meetings the club also 
has evening parties for members and their 
husbands and family picnics are held during 
the summer months. 


Donations are made through the year to 
worthy civic causes and each year a needy 
family is adopted at Christmas time. Member- 
ship fee is $1.00 a year. — Mrs. Robert Lin- 
denmeyer, president. 
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Atchison County Red Cross 


The Atchison Red Cross Chapter was or- 
ganized April 17, 1917, and received their 
charter May 5, 1917. Attending this meeting 
were: Ex-Governor Willis J. Bailey, F. A. 
Mangelsdorf, Rev. Otis E. Gray, Oscar Duehren, 
Dr. W. A. McKelvey, J. Wallenstein, Charles 
J. Conlon, Louis W. Voigt, John Fletcher, Mrs. 
E. R. McDonald, Mrs. Robert Ramsay, Rev. 
Jesse M. Bader, Miss Grace Powers, Sheffield 
Ingalls, Rev. A. J. Haggett, Rev. R. L. Patter- 
son, F. H. Bracke, W. B. Collett, Louis Wein- 
man, Charles A. Brown, Wheeler Barlow, 
Charles J. Linley, E. R. McDonald, Mrs. R. G. 
Bosanko, Mrs. James M. Bader. 


Nominated and elected to act as officers 
were the following: Chairman, Willis J. Bailey; 
Vice Chairmen, Messers Weinman, Schott, 
Ingalls, and Mangelsdorf; Secretary, Charles 
A. Brown; Treasurer, C. W. Ferguson. Execu- 
tive committee: Willis J. Bailey, J. M. Schott, 
Mrs. Robert Ramsay, W. B. Collett, Louis 
Weinman, Mrs. B. L. Brockett, F. A. Mangels- 
dorf, Sheffield Ingalls, Miss Grace Powers, 
Dr. T. E. Horner, and Mrs. Virginia Kimball. 


Collections for the “One Hundred Million 
Dollar War Fund” totaled $27,193.54 up to 
and including October 31, 1917. From Sep- 
tember 25, 1917, to October 10, 1918, the 
Atchison chapter produced: 15,484 hospital 
garments, 311,950 surgical dressings, 8,454 
knitted garments, 2,504 refugee garments, 
and 1,543 sundry items. 


Conservation Chairman was Leo Nus- 
baum. For the second Red Cross War Fund 
Drive, Atchison County’s quota was $30,000 
and subscriptions totaled $68,244.19. W. P. 
Waggener, was chairman of the Red Cross Fair 
held April 4, 5, and 6, 1918, which netted 
$14,265.19. Other World War | chairmen in- 
cluded Charles A. Brown, Civilian Relief; Miss 
Anna D. Speer, Junior Red Cross; Mrs. Warren 
Harwi, Red Cross Canteen, which was located 
on the platform of the Union Station. 


During World War il, Atchison responded 
well through donations, volunteer services, 
sending bandages and clothing, donating 
blood, serving as nurses aids and Gray Ladies. 
Mrs. Frank Bracke, Executive Secretary, ad- 
ministered the program, assisted by Mr. Wm. 
Stanton, Jr. Home Service is to assist service 
men and their families, veterans, and families 
of deceased veterans. 


Present Officers are: Chairman, Addison 
Mize; Vice Chairman, Gerald Foley; Treasurer, 
Robert Volk; Secretary, Mrs. Larry Page; Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, Mrs. Fred Jensen. Other 
service Chairmen include: Mrs. H. C. Palmer, 
Clarence Jacobs, Mrs. O. P. May, Mrs. C. M. 
Voelker, George Ryan, John May, Mrs. Frank 
Bosse, Mrs. Fred Stein, Jr., and Mrs. Gladys 
Winzer. 


Luxra Co., Inc. — 1016 Commercial Street 
Carl Mangelsdorf Seed Store — 725 Commercial Street 


Chapter J., P. E. O. Organized in 1904. 


Chapter J., P. E. O. was organized April 
6, 1904. The first three P. E. O.’s in Atchison 
were Mrs. Catherine Clark Newcomb, Miss 
Martha Horn, and Mrs. Floar Swain. This 
year, 1954, Chapter J. just celebrated her 
fiftieth anniversary. Everyone in the chapter 
is indeed proud of their charter members, Mrs. 
wain. 


In May, 1911, Chapter J. entertained 
the State Chapter with only 14 members. At 
this convention Karl Kruger, who was at one 
time conductor of the Kansas City Philhar- 
monic Orchestra, then a student at Midland 
College, Atchison, gave several pipe organ 
numbers. 


In 1922 Chapter J. established a women’s 
rest room for the city and maintained it for 
years. Now the rest room is financed by the 
city and Chapter J. manages it. The location 
of the P. E. O. rest room is 118 North Fifth 
Street. Chapter J. had a part in the State 
Convention in Topeka in 1940 when Mrs. Joy 
Wolfe, Mrs. Marjory Kliewer, Mrs. Madge 
Craig, and Mrs. Nadine Yaple formed a Quar- 
tette and sang there. Mrs. Maurine Altimari 
ably managed the State Convention which was 
held in Atchison in 1944. In April of 1950 
Chapter J. recommended the organization of 
a second chapter in Atchison and took part 
in its installation. It become Chapter FT. 


The chapter has been honored by the fol- 
lowing members who served on the State Chap- 
ter Board: Mrs. Clotilde Todd, who served as 
Organizer for two years and as second vice- 
president for one year; Mrs. Beatrice Clapp 
who served as first vice-president for three 
years and state president for one year; Mrs. 
Elizabeth Bosanko who was second vice-presi- 
dent for one year; and Mrs. Virginia Cleland 
who served in all state offices except that of 
treasurer, she being the state president in 
1949-50. 


Chapter J. has 41 active members and 1 ] 
ron-resident active members.—Mrs. George 
H. Ryan, president, Chapter J. 


Chapter FT, P. E. O. 


The P. E. O. Sisterhood was organized 
in 1869 at Mount Pleasant, lowa, by seven 
girls who were students at lowa Wesleyan Col- 
lege. It’s present membership is 132,000 
women. 


Chapter FT was organized on April 3, 
1950. It contributes to the support of Cottey 
College in Nevada, Mo., which is owned and 
orerated by the P. E. O. Sisterhood, and to 
state and international scholarships. Each year 
scholarships of $100 and $50 are given to 
the two high ranking high school girls who 
attend Cottey. The P. E. O. Sisterhood has 
available at all times an educational loan fund 
for girls—Mrs. W. S. Oberlin, president. 


This page is sponsored by: 


Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

Atchison Lodge No. 647 of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks was instituted on 
January 17, 1901, with 150 charter members, 
only four of whom are living today: George E. 
mkelgewhne, WF. i= Slaeweliay If Se “ilifer  \Zeleiayep 
Ghdsieaiteskeocc: 

Membership at this time is 365. The Elks 
own their own building which was construc- 
ted in 1906. The present officers are: Charles 
L. Page, Exalted Ruler; Geo. McLenon, Es- 
teemed Leading Knight; Richard A. Dempster, 
Esteemed Loyal Knight; Clarence G. Bilimek, 
Esteemed Lecturing Knight; Geo. H. Edwards, 
Secretary; Wm. H. Bodendoerfer, Treasurer; 
Rob’t M. Stillings, Esquire; J. G. Syphers, Tiler; 
Fr. Matthew Hall, OSB, Chaplain; Matt Calo- 
vich, Inner Guard; Fay Berridge, Organist; 
Jas. W. Lowry, Trustee; John Wm. Carr, Trus- 
tee: and Chas. N. Houston, Trustee. 


The Order of Elks is an organization of 
American citizens who love their country and 
desire to preserve its cherished institutions; 
who love their fellow men and seek to promote 
his well being; and who love the joyousness of 
life and contribute to it, as well as to share it. 
It seeks to draw into its fraternal circle only 
those who delight in wholesome associations 
with congenial companions; who are deeply 
imbued with the spirit of patriotic loyalty and 
devotion; who recognize the obligations of 
human brotherhood; and who desire, without 
the fanfare of the trumpets of publicity to 
share with their associates in the endeavor 
to feed the hungry, to shelter the homeless, 
to relieve those in distress, and to prove them- 
selves true friends to all in need. 


League of Women Voters 

The League of Women Voters of Atchi- 
son is a new organization, though the idea of 
women’s interest in good government is far 
from new in Atchison. Members are devoted 
to two purposes. The first is to encourage par- 
ticipation in elections by an informed elec- 
torate. The second purpose is to study issues 
chosen by the members, which seem important 
to our democracy. 

While the League carefully maintains its 
non-partisanship, it encourages participation 
in party politics by its individual members. The 
League never takes a stand on candidates or 
party affairs, but following study and deter- 
mination of facts about issues, does promote 
citizen interest. 

The local League is affiliated with the 
League of Women Voters of the U. S., and is 
one of more than 950 in large and small cities 
throughout the United States, Hawaii and 
Alaska. 


J. C. Penney Co., Inc. 
Henderson & Son, Wholesale Meats 


Atchison Real Estate Board 


The formation of the first real estate 
board in Atchison was made at a meeting held 
in the Chamber of Commerce rooms in the 
Masonic Temple October 14, 1946, proposed 
by the several members of our local agents 
for the purpose of affilliating with the State 
and National Boards, to the end that a more 
uniform and increasing understanding be had 
of the laws and by-laws governing those or- 
ganizations and to promote good will and 
co-operation among those engaged in the 
profession. 


Those instrumental in the organization 
and present at said meeting were: Nelson C. 
Greenlund, Lloyd Bell, Frank Wertz, Albert 
Armstrong, Jay D. Adams, Frank Barnes, and 
Hilda Freibott. 


Other out of town realtors present at the 
meeting were: Dan Bolen, President of the 
Kansas State Association; J. R. Lobauch, Kan- 
sas City, Kans.; Bliss McCormick, President of 
the Topeka Real Estate Board; Leonard Child- 
ers of Kansas City, Kans.; C. B. Hosford, Presi- 
dent of Lawrence, Kans., Board; and Russell 
Dary of Manhattan. 


Upon the completion of the organization, 
the board unanimously decided to take im- 
mediate steps to affiliate itself with the State 
and National organizations, to adopt such by- 
laws as would be required to such affiliations 
and the regulating of the many phases of the 
profession effecting its membership. 


The first duly elected officers of said or- 
ganization were: Nelson C. Greenlund, Presi- 
dent; Lloyd Bell, Vice-President; and Hilda 
Freibott, Secretary-Treasurer. 


The board has been in operation contin- 
ously since its first inception, has enjoyed the 
membership of almost 100% of the members 
of the profession in Atchison county, which 
membership is evidence of the services render- 
ed to the community and its members. 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 


By the authority of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States; Be It 
Known, that comrades of a 105 Chartered 
membership, having served honorably in the 
Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United 
States of America, in foreign wars, are hereby 
authorized to organize and are constituting 
a post in the city of Atchison, in the State of 
Kansas, to be known as the Lieutenant Jared 
Fox Jackson, Post No. 1175, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States. In Witness 
Whereof, we have hereto set our hands and 
the official seal of the association the 17th 
day of November, 1933. 

Officers for 1954 are: Orville Cox, Com- 
mander; Fred Johnson, Junior Vice-Command- 
er; Lawrence Nass, Senior Vice-Commander; 
and Leslie Jones, Quarter Master. 


Background of the Receiving Home 


The legislature in 1943 authorized the 
establishment of a new state service for the 
diagnosis and clinical examination of the 
children in juvenile courts and other agencies 
throughout the state. The Kansas Receiving 
Home for Children was organized and put into 
operation in July 1944. The Receiving Home 
is a step toward the modernization of the state 
and local methods of dealing with delinquent, 
dependent, neglected, mentally retarded, and 
so called ‘problem children.’’ The Receiving 
Home is not a penal nor treatment institution, 
but is distinctly a service center for the study 
of children. Its services are available to juve- 
nile courts, county welfare departments, public 
agencies such as school systems and state in- 
stitutions, private agencies having jurisdiction 
over the children, and parents or guardians of 
children. 


The purpose of the Receiving Home pro- 
gram is to provide clinical or diagnostic studies 
of children who are in difficulty or who are in 
need of investigation for placement. The types 
of problems include school difficulties, delin- 
quent or predelinquent behavior, emotional 
disorders, mental retardation, psychopathic 
tendencies, social maladjustment, and home or 
family problems. The over-all or general pur- 
pose of the program is to make recommenda- 
tions to the referring agencies for the handling 
of the children to be utilized in their work 
with the children in any manner desired. These 
recommendations are in no way binding upon 
any agency.—Floyd E. Sappington, Director. 


Business and Professional Women’s Club 


The Atchison Business and Professional 
Women’s Club was organized May 2, 1924, 
with 26 charter members. Mrs. Zellia Shaver 
Sawyer was the club’s first president. Meet- 
ings were held at the Byram Hotel. 


The purpose of the club was to encourage 
and promote the association of business and 
professional women in Atchison and vicinity, 
to act in unison as a civic organization in all 
worth-while community affairs and projects, 
to enrich the lives of club members through 
local, educational and social activities. 


During its 30 years the club has backed 
or sponsored such community projects as the 
City Cancer Drives, five War Bond Drives, 
Red Cross work, Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Drives and the manning of Salvation Army 
Christmas Kettles. 


The club has grown to 64 members. Clara 
Groves, Carolyn Volk, Edna Bonnell and 
Minnie Bonnell are charter members still 
active in the club. 

Mrs. Betty Zschoche was the president the 
past year and Miss Betty Stafford will be presi- 
dent for the coming year. 


Rushville Locker Plant - Killing, Processing, Curing - Chas. Filbert 
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Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co. — E. F. Waldron 
Allen Motor & Implement Co. — 2100 Main Street 


Thompson’‘s Restaurant — Steaks and Sea-foods — 117 North 5th 


Ladies Society of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Firemen and. Enginemen 


Joy of 31 Lodge 349 is one of the 692 
subordinate lodges under the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Lodge of the Ladies Society of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Eng- 
inemen located at Little Rock, Arkansas. The 
mother lodge was founded at Tucson, Arizona, 
in 1884. The Atchison lodge was organized 
in August 1913, in a building then occupied 
by Hagen’s grocery. Minnie Forrey was elected 
as the first president. Four charter members 
who still enjoy a very active part in the or- 
ganization, and who were recently awarded 
forty years pins are: Minnie Forrey, Stella 
Cummings, Nellie Bump and Anna Bell who 
represented the lodge at Boston in 1953 at 
the International Convention of the Brother- 
hood and the Ladies Society. The present 
officers include Kay Finch, president; Dorothy 
Cooley, vice-president; and Louise Hundley, 
past president. 


Atchison Public Library 


The Atchison Public Library is one of 
the very few in the State that is not a city 
library. It was the project of a small group 
of women, seventy-four years ago, who, with 
financial aid from public-spirited citizens, and 
a generous endowment from J. P. Pomeroy, 
organized the Atchison Library Association. 
It was first established in two upper rooms of 
the building where the Fox Theater now stands, 
and later moved to rooms at 5th and Kansas 
Avenue, later occupied by the Atchison Busi- 
ness College. 


When the Congregational Church was 
discontinued, the Congregational Society gave 
the church building to the Library Association 
for library purposes. Suitable alterations were 
made, and the library was installed. 


The present structure, erected on the 
site of the church, was made possible by the 
generosity of Harry E. Muchnic. 


Through the years the Library has been 
managed by a board of twelve women - vacan- 
cies being filled as they occur. They have 
sometimes had to operate on a “’shoe-string”, 
but donations and gifts from interested friends 
have given timely aid that has always been 
greatly appreciated. 


The Library has steadily expanded to 
meet the public requirements, and in the past 
year had over six thousand readers. Special 
attention has been given to juvenile literature, 
and the number of young ticket holders is 
gratifying. The Library Association antici- 
pates a continous growth and increasing service 
to the reading public. 


Girl Scouts Organized in 1936 


The Girl Scouts were started nationally 
42 years ago in Savannah, Ga., by Juliette 
Low. Mrs. U. H. Lewis, in Feb., 1936, started 
to organize and with other women planned 
a picnic at the Y. M. C. A. to find out how 
many were interested, 87 girls appeared. The 
present membership is 490 and from a begin- 
ning of eight troops there are now 30. The 
first members of the council were: Mrs. Fred 
Donovan, Mrs. C. J. Conlon, Mrs. Frank Todd, 
Mrs. William Blair, Mrs. Esther Kriegbaum, 
Mrs. Oscar May, Mrs. C. W. Pace, Mrs. Addison 
Mize, Miss Ann Diegel, Mrs. Evan Tonsing 
and Mrs. Maurice O’Keefe. The leaders of 
the first eight troops were: Mrs. Fred Fiss and 
Mrs. Ed Keller, Mrs. W. P. Irwin and Mrs. 
Raymond Yaple, Mrs. Claude Warner and 
Miss Kathleen Gunn, Mrs. Arthur Inman and 
Mrs. Larry Olson, Miss Helen Fink and Miss 
Sarah Woodhouse and Miss Claudia Tucker, 
Mrs. Gerald Foley and Miss Marie Skelly, Mrs. 
William Crane and Mrs. Al Ruhlman and Mrs. 
Joseph Haegelin. Past Commissioners of the 
organization are: Mrs. Fred Donovan, Mrs. 
Frank Todd, Mrs. Maurice O’Keefe, Mrs. O. 
P. May, Mrs. W. W. Blair, Mrs. S. T. Schick- 
tanz, Mrs. Philip Eckels, Mrs. Ray Faubian, 
and Mrs. Walter Hinnen. Mrs. Herman Nass 
is the present head of the organization. 


“Y" Book Club 


The “Y’’ Book Club was formed in 1935. 
Mrs. Hugh Cronin, whose husband was secre- 
tary of the YMCA at that time, organized it 
with the aid of Mrs. Joe Ferry, the former 
Gladys Westerman, who was then the women’s 
director in “Y” affairs. 

Charter members were: Mrs. Hugh Cron- 
in, Pueblo, Colo.; Mrs. Joe Ferry, Hutchinson; 
the late Miss Celia Nass; Mrs. Walter Early, 
formerly Molly Hays; Mrs. Kenneth Hall, the 
former Margaret Kraettli; the late Mrs. Cletus 
Nass; Miss Irene Falk; Mrs. Marty Peters, the 
former Frances O’Keefe; Mrs. Norman Keller, 
the former Lola May; Mrs. Robert Fast, the 
former Marietta Ramsey; Miss Inez Jensen; 
and Mrs. U. H. Lewis. 

The first meeting was held at the home 
of Mrs. Lewis. The first review was ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’’ which took three meetings 
and three reviewers to review. It was a small 
group with no official officers. Meetings were 
social gatherings around the fireplace in 
homes, to discuss a book under a member's 
leadership, and to enjoy a pleasant evening. 
The group met twice a month, as it still does. 

The ““Y’’ Book Club has grown to a mem- 
bership of approximately 100. Several years 
after its organization, the club chose a steer- 
ing committee plan of leadership which is still 
being used. It continues to meet in private 
homes to hear a book reviewed. 


Arensberg’s Shoe Store — 613 Commercial Street 
Richardson Service Station — 901 Commercial Street 


This page is sponsored by: 


Hanna Candy Co. — 119 South Eighth Street 


Bill Roe’s Service — Across the Bridge and Around the Curve 


The Fortnightly Club 


The Fortnightly Club was organized in 
Atchison in 1898 and became affiliated with 
Federation of Women’s Clubs in April 1914. 
The charter members were: Mrs. J. G. Ault, 
Mrs. A. D. Thompson, Mrs. G. Jones, Mrs. J. 
G. Thayer, Mrs. L. W. Bixler, Mrs. Will Bailey, 
Miss Jennie Berry, Mrs. C. S. Hull, and Mrs. 
J. P. Adams. 


While the study club has a limited mem- 
bership of twenty active members, it has con- 
tributed to the Atchison Library and Hospital, 
Red Cross, State Orphan’s Home, War Work, 
UNESCO, Scholarship Loan Fund of Kansas 
Federation of Women’s Clubs and Private 
Charities. 


Fortnightly celebrated its 25th Anniver- 
sary in 1923 and its 50th in 1948. It has a 
complete file of the club’s yearly programs ex- 
cept the first one. Its motto is ‘‘We take all 
knowledge as our province’’—Bacon. Meetings 
are at 2:30 on alternate Wednesdays in homes 
of members except during July and August. 
Each members responds to recall with her as- 
Signed current event at each meeting and 
gives a book review and original 20 minute 
essay during the year. 


The present officers are: President, Mrs. 
James Griffith; Vice-President, Mrs. Wm. Roe; 
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Arthur Wein- 
mann; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Keith Meade; 
Treasurer, Mrs. Paul Buenning; Critic, Mrs. 
Robt. Johnstone; Program Com., Mrs. Harold 
Martin, Mrs. Frank Bracke, Mrs. Chas. N. 
Houston; Historian, Mrs. E. B. Slade. 


Other members in 1954 are: Mrs. Herbert 
N. Brown, Mrs. John E. Clingan, Mrs. Harold 
Ellis, Mrs. A. J. Eymann, Mrs. Mark Hulings, 
Mrs. O. P. May, Mrs. W. E. Randolph, Mrs. A. 
E. Ricks, Mrs. Wm. G. Schmeling, Mrs. Dale 
Skelton, Mrs. Larry Marshal, Mrs. Lawrence 
eas at Mrs. Bruce Henock, Mrs. Daniel 
nich. 


The Floral Culture and Study Club 


The Floral Culture and Study Club of 
Atchison, Kans., was organized February 7, 
1939, in the home of Mrs. Leslie W. Long. 
Officers elected were: Mrs. Leslie W. Long, 
President; Mrs. Floyd Hundley, Vice-President; 
Mrs. H. P. Hudson, Secretary; and Mrs. May 
Smart, Treasurer. 


Objectives: To study flowers, plants, and 
trees, thus create a love of flowers to the end 
that Atchison shall become a garden spot. 
Projects: 1. To assist the Chamber of Com- 
merce in anyway we can to beautify Atchison. 
2. Members to take flower arrangements to 
beautify churches, and share their flowers in 
anyway that would brighten the lives of other. 


Charter members: Mrs. W. A. Schuck, 
Mrs. Leslie W. Long, Miss Ethel Shuck, Mrs. 


Floyd White, Mrs. Frank Koenig, Miss Hilda 
L. Freibott, Mrs. Ross Knowles, Mrs. May 
Smart, Mrs. Bert Baumener, Mrs. C. E. Olden, 
Mrs. H. P. Hudson, Mrs. Hal Waisner, Mrs. 
Floyd Hundley, Mrs. B. Donaldson, Mrs. C. 
Holmes, Miss Charlotte Kohler, Mrs. Roy 
Smart, Mrs. Lloyd Holder, Mrs. H. J. Buckley. 


Past Presidents: Mrs. Leslie W. Long, 
Mrs. May Smart, Mrs. H. P. Hudson, Mrs. C. 
E. Olden, Mrs. Wm. Meyer, Mrs. Bert Baum- 
ener, Mrs. H. J. Duttweiler, Mrs. Floyd Hund- 
ley, Mrs. Thomas Schletzbaum. 


Kansas Childrens’ Home,’ Atchison, Kansas 


The State Legislature in 1885 enacted 
the first law for the establishment of a Soldier’s 
Orphans’ Home at Atchison. $24,300.00 was 
appropriated for the erection of the first build- 
ing on 160 acres purchased for $16,000.00 
from J. P. Brown and donated to the state. 
The home was for the orphans of soldiers and 
sailors. The law was amended in 1889 to 
permit dependent and neglected children of 
sound minds and bodies to enter. The name 
was changed by the legislature in 1909 to the 
State Orphans’ Home, and again in 1952 to 
the Kansas Children’s Home. The first children 
were admitted July 1, 1887. At the present 
time we have 133 children in residence, com- 
mitted from 37 different counties. 


Former Superintendent, Mrs. Alice Pfouts 
served from 1939 to April, 1953. The present 
officers are: Superintendent, Mrs. Dorothy 
Waller, appointed April 16, 1953; Business 
Manager, Joseph Schletzbaum, Jr. 


House Bill Number 551 of the 1953 
Legislature provided an appropriation of 
$250,000 to build and equip three new cot- 
tages. The same bill further provided an ad- 
ditional $150,000 to build and equip an em- 
ployee’s dormitory. 


Alcoholics Anonymous Society 


Alcoholics Anonymous is a society of 
men and women who were once problem 
drinkers but who have learned to quit their 
drinking and be happy. They seek to stay 
sober themselves and to help others recover 
from alcoholism. The only requirement for 
membership in this organization is an honest 
desire to stop drinking. 


AA has no dues or fees. It is not allied 
with any sect, domination, politics, organiza- 
tion, or institution; does not engage in any con- 
troversy; neither endorses nor opposes any 
causes. 


The Atchison group was formed in 1948 
with a very small nucleus of recovered alco- 
holics. Since that time, it has not only grown 
in numbers, but it has been instrumental in 
starting AA groups in three other cities. The 
club is located at 7032 Commercial Street. 


W. J. Braun, Jr. — General Contractor 
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Griffith’s Window Cleaning — 319 Atchison Street 
National Drive-In Cleaners — 712 Kansas Avenue 


Gerardy Supply Co. — Auto Parts - Tools - Machine Shop 
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PLACES TO SEE IN ATCHISON 


. Jackson Perk and its river view. South on 6th to city limits 
! 
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ea 


5 Amelia Earhart Stadium, Fifteenth and Atchison 


St. Benedict’s College and Abbey, 2nd and Division Streets 
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. State Orphan’s Home and Receiving Home, N. 2nd and city limits 
. Mount St. Scholastica, Girls College, 801 South Eighth 
. Maur Hill Catholic High School, 10th and Green Streets 


. Potato Hill Farm, home of the late Ed Howe, a few miles southeast : 
of the city : 


9. Ronald Ramsay home, Riverview Drive 


10. Atchison (Ingalls) High Schoo!, in process of re-building, extending 
and improving : 
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11. Bellevue Country Club, northwest of city 
12. Lewis and Clark Marker, Union Station 


13. Abraham Lincoln Monument, County Courthouse 


14. Amelia Earhart’s birthplace, 223 North Terrace 

15. Government Natural Cooler, south of city on Hi-way 73 
16. Sugar and Bean Lakes in Missouri 

17. John Ingalls home, 300 S Street 

18. Geo. Washington Glick home, 503 North Second Street 
19. B. P. Waggener home, 819 North Fourth Street ; | 
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